
    In the school hallway that 
links the older one-story 
building with the “newer” 
two-story building, there are 
two large plaques attached to 
the walls on each side of the 
corridor.  One of those 
plaques reads “This tablet is 
erected in grateful apprecia-
tion to those whose sacri-
fices made possible the new 
addition to the school and 
convent.”  In addition to 
listings for the “Children of 
Annunciation School,” “Annunciation 
Guild,” “Holy Name Society” and “Rosary-
Altar Society,” there are listed the names of 
three hundred and seventeen families 
whose contributions made the additions 
possible.  And, all but 55 of those gifts were 
made in memory of someone.  (Donations 
in memory of someone continue as a legacy 
even today.  See the story on page 5.) 

     On the opposite side of the hallway, the 
plaque reads the same, 
with the additional words 
“Founders’ Roll’ and the 
listing of 111 additional 
names. 

     While the people of 
Annunciation are the body 
of our parish, the struc-
tures at the “four corners” 
of Westchester Avenue 
and St. Eleanoras Lane are 
the bones that support 
that body.  Those build-
ings are a legacy of the 
vision of our priests, espe-
cially Msgr. Timothy 
Dugan, and the founding 
families who supported 
that vision.  The families 
who came after the origi-
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nal pioneers helped to grow 
the parish, not only in terms 
of the numbers of parishion-
ers, but also in their support 
for the additional bricks and 
mortar needed to sustain the 
parish. How those buildings 
came to be is part of our his-
tory. 

     Like much of the City of 
Yonkers in the 1920s, the 
Crestwood section was mostly 
farmland with very few 
houses.  Gas lamps lit the 

streets. Crestwood was a little country com-
munity—people walked everywhere and 
knew everybody in the area. 

     In Crestwood, most of the few Catholics 
who had settled here attended Immaculate 
Conception Church in Tuckahoe; others 
attended St. Joseph’s Church in Bronxville.  
Crestwood, a stop on the New York Central 
Railroad, built circa 1910, would soon bene-
fit from the suburban migration from the 

city. 

     In 1927, a few Catholics 
met at each other’s homes 
to discuss the ways and 
means of having church 
services in Crestwood be-
cause traveling was a prob-
lem for many of them. 
More importantly, the reli-
gious education of their 
children was becoming a 
concern.    

     Fr. Edward J. Beary, 
Pastor of Immaculate Con-
ception, was invited to 
guide the discussions. Fr. 
Beary promised that 
“before  the  snow flies, you 
           Continued on page 10 One of two large plaques in the 
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Letter from the Principal 
 

Dear Alumni, 

     The February newsletter is one of my favorites because 

it’s published right after we celebrate Catholic Schools 

Week.  We began the week at the family Mass on January 

25th,  and we ended it with a school Mass on January 

30th.  In between, we had many fun activities to celebrate 

our school such as principal for a day, crazy socks and ties, 

story time and a pair share day where older students 

worked with their younger school mates.   

     Most importantly, we demonstrated our sense of ser-

vice by contributing to the Feeding Our Neighbors Cam-

paign.  Our students brought in well over 1,000 items to 

support this cause!  I know our students will have these 

memories for their lifetime.  Do you recall similar celebra-

tions you had while attending Annunciation?  

   Sincerely, 
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Reunion 2015 News 

SAVE THESE DATES 

Saturday, April 18, 2015  
 

Classes of  1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990, 1995 and 2000 
 

and  

 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 
 

Classes of  1948 to 1964 
 

The April reunion will be a dinner, and the May reunion will be a luncheon.   
More information to follow by email, mail and future newsletters. 

Letter from the Pastor 
 

Dear Alumni and Alumnae, 

 

     Annunciation School once again has accomplished a great 
deal in 2014-2015 and with your help we hope to continue 
the momentum in 2015-2016. 

     We are proud of our students.  Through our curriculum, 
activities, and learning environment our students model the 
Christian lessons taught in our classrooms and learn valuable 
life lessons.  As you know our success as a school is measured 
in the accomplishments and productive lives of all of our stu-
dents and alumni.  Our graduates, as you know, do extremely 
well in high school and beyond. 

     Our present eighth graders have made the high schools of 
their choice.  Many have received scholarships for high 
school.  Many still have been accepted into several specialized 
high schools.  All of our students have scored high on the 
various state tests.  So as you can see, we are proud of all our 
students. 

     Your continuing sacrificial support to our tradition of ex-
cellence will really make a difference.  We truly appreciate 
your consideration and support. 

 

                       Gratefully, 



Annunciation Parish to Merge with Our Lady of Fatima 
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the Archdiocese explained, and 
comes at a time when the Catholic 
Church is seeing shifts in its 
population, a shortage of priests 
to serve at various churches, and a 
reduction in the percentage of 
Catholics who attend Mass on a 
regular basis. 
     Father Grippo says that he is 
confident that the two merger 
transition teams will work dili-
gently to make sure that the com-
bining of the two parishes is han-
dled in a way that is considerate of 
parishioners in both parishes who 
may have concerns about the 
changes that will come to places 
they love.  At the same time, he 
acknowledges that change is com-
ing and that it will be hard to 

make everyone happy.  “People don’t like change,” he said. 
     “We will have to balance all the needs of the parishioners 
of our newly combined parish with the reality of a dwindling 
number of people in our pews at daily and even Sunday 
Mass and a shortage of priests.  Because we will have Masses 
at both churches, we are very grateful for the assistance of 
our weekend associates, Fr. Lienhard and Fr. Tierney, and  
Msgr. Farley at Our Lady of Fatima.” 
     Annunciation School, which is among a handful of 
schools in the Archdiocese that is still parish-based will re-
main so.  In June 2013, a dwindling student population and 
financial deficit led the Archdiocese to close Our Lady of 
Fatima School. The Scarsdale Road school was closed along 

with 22 elementary schools 
and two high schools over the 
Archdiocese’s ten counties.  
As a result, the school is not 
expected to be directly im-
pacted by the merger. 
     Mr. Zwilling said more 
details will emerge as the tran-
sition teams sit down, exam-
ine both churches and their 
populations’ needs, and begin 
discussions.  

     In November, the Archdiocese of 
New York announced that it will 
merge 112 parishes into 55 new par-
ishes, including Annunciation Church 
and its neighbor Our Lady of Fatima, 
in Scarsdale. 
     What that exactly means for An-
nunciation is still largely unknown 
since the newly formed parishes are 
not expected to take effect until Au-
gust 1, 2015.  As part of the restruc-
turing—a key element of a re-
organizing process by the Archdio-
cese dubbed “Making All Things 
New”—the mergers will mean that 
dozens of churches will be shuttered, 
while others, like Annunciation and 
Fatima, will continue to each hold 
Mass, but share administrative func-
tions, parish and finance councils, 
religious education and social ministries, among other 
things. Annunciation, however, has been named the 
“designated” church, though what that designation means 
has not been determined either. 
     Guided by the Archdiocese, both parishes have already 
put together merger transition teams, which will be meeting 
over the coming months to discuss a variety of issues.  Pas-
tors of  both Annunciation, Fr. Robert Grippo, and Our 
Lady of Fatima, Msgr. Hugh McManus, have met individu-
ally and jointly with the pastors of other parishes who will 
also begin the process of conducting their own mergers. 
     Joe Zwilling, director of the Archdiocese’s Office of 
Communication, said among those issues will be deciding 
on a name for the new par-
ish, one that takes into ac-
count both church popula-
tions. He said that might 
mean a hyphenated name 
or it might be a new name 
altogether.  
     “I would suspect that in 
most of these merger situa-
tions, that things will take 
shape in the coming 
months,” Mr. Zwilling said.  
The mergers have been in 
the works for several years, 
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The Church of Our Lady of Fatima on Strathmore Road 

Annunciation Church  

 

 

By Marie Villani-York ‘93 
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     The three islands outside Asbury 
Church received a much-needed make-
over last fall, thanks to the hard work of 
Annunciation alum, Anthony Sciacca 
‘11. 

     Last year, Anthony was on the hunt 
for a large-scale project, which he 
needed to complete in order to earn the 
Eagle Scout rank, and turned to the Co-
lonial Heights Association of Taxpayers 
(CHAT) for help. Terry Lucadamo, 
president of the association, suggested 
renovating the plain and underwhelming 
grassy islands at the convergence of Un-
derhill Street and Scarsdale Road, and 
Anthony gladly took up the charge. 

     His first stop was a sit-down meeting with Yonkers 
mayor and fellow Colonial Heights resident, Mike Spano, to 
win approval for the project. Anthony “had to sit there and 
sell it, and he did,” said Terry, who was also in attendance. 
“It’s an experience to sit in front of the mayor.” 

     With a green light from the city, Anthony next had to hit 
the pavement and go door-to-door to finance the project.   

     Once he had the necessary funds, the back-breaking 
work of renovating the islands could begin. With the help of 
fellow scouts, his parents and CHAT members, Anthony 
was able to spruce up the spot with vibrant mulch, fresh dirt 
and plants and flowers. A beautiful, circular stone planter 
was also added on the largest of the three islands. The now 
17-year-old  Archbishop Stepinac High School senior said 
the whole project took him around a day and a half.   

     Terry  said   passersby will  really  get  to  appreciate  An- 

 

 

thony’s work in the spring, when the 
islands’ flowers blossom. The area, she 
explained, serves as an entranceway of 
sorts for both Colonial Heights and 
Crestwood, and the project has really 
helped accentuate the beauty of both 
neighborhoods. 

     Anthony, who lives in Colonial 
Heights, has been a Boy Scout with 
Crestwood’s Troop 1 for nine years. 
Earning the rank of Eagle Scout is no 
easy feat – around 5 percent of scouts 
actually do so – and Anthony credited 
his parents, Diane and Barry, for help-
ing him stick with it. “Basically, my 
parents were pushing me the whole 

way,” he said with a chuckle.  

     Although scouting takes up a good chunk of time and, as 
he has learned, can be labor intensive, Anthony said activi-
ties like camping and the comradery formed with friends 
over the years has kept him with Boy Scouts. “I really en-
joyed it; it was a fun experience,” he said. 

     And it’s not over yet. Anthony still needs to earn one 
more merit badge—Eagle Scouts need to earn a total of 21 
merit badges that showcase leadership, service and outdoor 
skills—attend meetings and file the necessary paperwork in 
order to officially achieve his Eagle Scout rank. 

     Yet, scouting is not the only thing Anthony has going on. 
While maintaining stellar grades at Stepinac, he also wrestles, 
plays football and runs on the track team. All this has earned 
this well-rounded student acceptance into Penn State, where 
he will happily start in the fall. 

The Annunciator 

By Marie Villani-York ‘93 

One of three islands at the intersection of Scarsdale Road 

and Underhill Street prior to the beautification project. 
The same island is shown after completion of the beautifi-

cation project created by Anthony. 

 

Anthony Sciacca ‘11 works on the  
project in the midst of traffic at the 

busy intersection. 
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Alumni Annual Fund Progress 

February 2015 

     At the end of October, all alumni were 
mailed an appeal for our inaugural 
Alumni Annual Fund.  The response has 
been terrific!  Within two months, we 
were already almost 2/3 of the way to our 
goal of raising $30,000. 

     As of early February, the total amount 
raised totals $22,300.  We are only $7,700 
away from reaching our goal. 

     Our alumni, as well as parents of our 
graduates and other friends of Annuncia-
tion, have made gifts in a variety of ways 
including making donations by credit card 
and check (see below) and also by donat-
ing stock.  In two such instances, the do-
nors donated appreciated stock to the 
school—saving themselves taxes in the 
long run. 

          There are also more than a handful of classes who 
have led the way in their support of the alumni annual fund.  
The following classes have donated in excess of $500: 1948, 
1950, 1955, 1957, 1960, 1961, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 
1975, 1976 and 1977.  Five of those classes have contributed 
over $1,000 and one of 
those classes has reached 
over $5,000! 

     A full one-third of the 
donations have been 
made in honor or in 
memory of someone.  It 
is clear that a donation to 
the school is also allow-
ing  our  alumni to honor 

 

some very special people in their lives.  
This is a theme that has carried on at 
Annunciation for years (see the story 
“Foundations” on page 1). 

     So far, fifteen alumni have an-
swered the call and stepped up to be 
class representatives, encouraging 
their classmates to become active par-
ticipants in the annual fund, while 
highlighting the reasons why giving to 
the fund was so important to them.  
Their dedication to this effort resulted 
in additional donations being received 
in the last two weeks. 

          If you haven’t yet made a dona-
tion to the alumni annual fund, it is 
not too late.  The fund is open 
through the end of the school’s fiscal 

year, which is August 31, 2015.  But why wait?  Why not 
make your gift today?   

     Would you like to see if your company matches educa-
tional charitable donations?  You can answer that question, 
and maybe simplify the application process, by using the 

“Double the Donation” 
matching gift tool on the 
giving page of our website.  
You can get there more 
quickly by clicking on the 
“matching gifts make a dif-
ference” logo below. 

     Imagine how wonderful 
it would be to achieve our 
goal!  Please help us make 
that a reality and donate 
today. 

 
Help Support Annunciation School 

If you appreciate the Annunciation School  

education that you received, please consider  

making a donation to the school today.   

Donations by Credit Card 

Via the School’s Website 

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving 

Donations by check 

Payable to Annunciation School 

465 Westchester Avenue 

Crestwood, NY 10707 

 
The Value of Appreciated Stock 

     For those alumni who have appreciated stock, a donation of 
stock to the school gives you a tax deduction for the entire 
amount of the value of the stock.  If you were to sell that same 
stock in order to make a cash donation, you would pay taxes on 
the gain, leaving you with less to donate.   

     A donation of appreciated stock is a win/win—good for you 
and good for Annunciation School.  Please contact Erin McHale 
at emchale@annunciationcrestwood.com or 914-337-8760 for 
instructions on how to make a stock donation.    

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving
http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving/
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     In our childhood in the 1940s 
and early 50s, my brother Richard, 
my sister Marion, and I attended 
Annunciation Church, and almost 
every child on our block attended 
Annunciation School.  The church 
was only partially built; in essence 
our worship space was what was 
to become the undercroft of the 
Church when finally completed.        

     The school was located in two 
houses across the street from the 
present school.  One of the 
houses also accommodated the 
convent for the handful of Do-
minican nuns who served there.  
They were kind and competent 
teachers, ran a fine little school, and we held them in love 
and awe, even though there were times when they petrified 
us.  I doubt if they ever rapped our knuckles with rulers—as 
the old folk-legend would have it—but we were always on 
guard.   They were the final authorities on almost everything.  
If “sister said” then it was so. 

     My comeuppance was in first grade on a bright snowy 
day.  I had been reprimanded for turning around and talking 
to Mary Ellen, the girl in the seat behind me, but the repri-
mand had failed to work.  I continued to twist in my chair 
and talk with her when suddenly I was being transported 
through the air by my collar into another room where I was 
sternly told to sit quietly by myself.   I was totally sur-
prised—blindsided by Sister Margaret and her amazing 
strength.   

     The class then went over to the church for choir practice, 
and the old nun who was the cook and caretaker was to keep 
an eye on me.  I would have none of it.  I went to the base-
ment, put on my snow suit, boots and mittens, and defiantly 
marched home.  Mother was surprised to see me, and I gave 
her some line about school getting out early.  A phone call 
from the Principal, Sister Marie Emmanuel (whom I thought 
was probably the oldest woman in the whole wide world) 
disabused my mother of my unconvincing story, and I was 
soon back at Annunciation School for what turned out to be 
a rather gentle lecture about obedience.   

     The sisters, I was told, were in a panic about having lost 
one of their pupils and were more concerned about their 
poor security than about reprimanding me.  The old nun, 
too, was probably not chastised, but I think that Sister Mar-

garet and her colleagues re-wrote the 
standards and practices of discipline 
later that afternoon. 

     A few years later, I became an 
altar boy—a prestigious position for 
any boy in Annunciation School—
and was trained with about ten oth-
ers every Saturday morning by the 
very fine pastor, Timothy Dugan.  
He taught us all the Latin responses, 
which made us proud even though 
we had no idea what we were saying 
when we assisted him at Mass.  I 
well remember being up before 
dawn and trudging alone through 
dark, snow-covered streets to serve 
Fr. Dugan at an early, mid-week 

Mass,  but the highlight was always the opportunity to serve 
on Sunday at the 9:15 Mass.   

     The 9:15 was when all of the schoolchildren attended, and 
it was show-off time for the rather shy me.  They could all fix 
their eyes upon me, be dazzled by my proficiency at Latin, my 
sincere piety, and my graceful mastery of the elaborate liturgi-
cal movements.   When I served at 9:15, it was all about me!  
Mostly, that is; I did have at least a modicum of genuine awe 
and piety.   

     There was a downside to all this pomp, of course: there 
was always the risk of getting light-headed to the point of 
collapsing in a dead faint in front of the adoring multitude.  
Many of my brethren actually keeled over while serving, but I 
always got away on time.  Or so I would like to think.  This 
light-headedness probably was caused by a mildly claustro-
phobic and overheated space, maybe at times the use of in-
cense, and also our own rigorous attempts to be perfect in 
posture and demeanor so that we would look splendid before 
our peers.  Having hurried away from the altar, if I was as 
fortunate as I recall, I would sit in a stone gothic corridor 
with one of the nuns helping me keep my head down be-
tween my knees.  When the blood finally returned to my head 
I’d be back in the sanctuary, the wounded soldier returning 
with what I hoped would be an appropriate mix of humility 
and hubris.  Or maybe a Charlie Brown bleak look.  I do not 
remember. 

 

The author is a retired Episcopal priest and former member of the Class 
of 1954.  More “Reflections of Annunciation a Lifetime Ago” to come 
in the June 2015 newsletter. 

The Very Rev. Robert Giannini, PhD. DD 

Robert, Marion and Richard Giannini 

 



Page 7 

Bits of Crestwood: Safety Patrol 

     Back in my day, we had a very 
friendly crossing guard at the busy 
corners of Westchester Avenue and 
St. Eleanoras lane.  She always had a 
smile on her face and was sweet 
enough to remember your name too! 
Every morning and afternoon, she 
conscientiously guided Annunciation 
School students and the passing traf-
fic around each other. Never did I 
hear of an accident (the only traffic 
accident I knew of happened to me 
and well away from the school but 
that’s another story!). Well-respected 
and obeyed, the crossing guard was 
someone to aspire to.  

     And, aspire we did, through the School Safety Patrol 
program.  After a series of training classes held at Annun-
ciation and the passing of a final test, one was awarded the 
white Safety Patrol sash adorned with a silver badge offered 
and sponsored by the American Automobile Association.   
Our instructor was Sister Martin Imelda, who also assigned 
stations to her team of Safety Patrol “experts.”   

     Oh, and much like our uniforms, that sash had to be 
kept as clean as it could be.  I remember brushing it with 
soap and water and never quite getting that pre-used, some-
what dingy sash much whiter than when it was given to me. 
Ah, the Catholic School education: it made you aware that 
appearance means a lot (and that still holds true). 

     Well, I didn’t score that high on the test—something 
like an 85 out of 100. I also didn’t manage expectations that 
well in those days. I was hoping for a high-profile station 

out front of the 
school, but instead 
I was assigned a 
station most likely 
c o m m e n s u r a t e 
with my score (or 
designed to bring 
my ego in check): 
t h e  b i c y c l e 
“parking lot” that 
was set up at the 
end of Manhattan 
Avenue where it 
terminates at the 
school parking lot.  

     There was no 
traffic or action 

there!   But Matthew Sullivan, 
my Safety Patrol partner (and 
also one of my altar boy part-
ners), taught me a great les-
son. As each rider entered, he 
made sure that they parked 
their bicycles carefully in sev-
eral neat rows—front wheels 
all pointing in the same direc-
tion. No one was allowed to 
leave their bicycle on the 
ground or parked willy-nilly 
convenient to the rider.  

     And he was good about it, 
commanding when necessary 

and instructing with authority when not. I followed his lead. 
When done, even the United States Army would have been 
proud of the neat arrangement that he designed. At one of 
our Safety Patrol meetings, Sister mentioned publicly that 
she had never seen that station looking so well organized.  
Matt made the best of his assignment. Lesson learned.  It 
was excellent training in responsibility (we were not super-
vised) and in maturity (take what is given to you and make 
the most of it). Thanks Sister, AAA, and of course, Matt. 

By Mark L. Maiello ‘71 

 

 
Facebook asks:  

Who remembers the Safety Patrol boys? 

     Rich Colesanti ‘55:  Yes, I had my white belt and 
was on St. Eleanoras Lane between the school and the 
church. 

 

     Don McArthur ‘60: Back in 1958-1960, I did cross-
ing at St. Eleanoras and Westchester Avenue.  The job 
must have left quite an impression.  I spent 34 years with 
the county police. 

 

     Gordon Duffield ‘62:  Yes, I was!  I made sure 
the girls got to school ok!   

 

     Stephen Carl ‘74:  Either Eddie Marrinan or Mark 
Harnett was the captain.  Peter Gallaher was a lieutenant.  
I was a sergeant.  The officers would leave early, do a lap, 
and head home!   

 

     MaryLou LaSala Pagano ‘79:  Rich Ferrari, Brian 
O’Connor, Paul McKenzie, Eddie Conlon.  Such a vivid 
memory of them—when it was their turn, they got to 
leave early for lunch and all they had to do was raise their 
hand and say “Patrol.”      

February 2015 
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         Making Connections—A Daughter’s Search  

     Just after Christmas, but before the start of 2015, Debbie 
Hadley of Jackson, NJ sent me a simple email.  “Hello,” it 
began, “I am the daughter of Thomas Salerno, who was an 
alumnus of Annunciation School’s Class of 1960.  My father 
was killed by a drunk driver when I was just two years old in 
1972.  My uncle, James Salerno ‘64, recently showed me 
your alumni newsletters and website.” 

     “It seems,” she continued, “you have an active alumni 
organization, and I’m wondering if there’s any way for me 
to connect with my father’s classmates.  I’d love the chance 
to speak with people who knew him.  I’d appreciate any 
help you can offer me in this regard.” 

     A simple email really, but also a complicated one.  A 
daughter who never really knew her father is an emotional 
concept.  Privacy concerns for our alumni prevents the 
sharing of emails without permission.  The holidays are a 

busy time, and emails can go 
unnoticed or forgotten in the 
rush of that time of year.  
Could she make the desired 
connection?  

     All of these thoughts went 
through my mind as I re-
sponded to Debbie’s request 
on January 4.  “I will send an 
email out to the class which 
will include your name and 
email and the details about 
your Dad that you have 
shared.  I will ask anyone who 
would like to get in touch 

with you to reach out to you directly,”  I said.  “I cannot 
guarantee who will or won’t reach out, but I certainly hope 
that some do.” 

     An email went out to the Class of 1960 at 4:50 p.m. that 
day.  By 9:35 p.m., Debbie had already heard from two of 
her father’s classmates.  One of those people was Don 
McArthur, who sent Debbie scans of photos that he had of 
Tom as well as a copy of a program from the play Rebecca by 
the Teenage Drama Group of Annunciation Parish in which 
her father had the role of Colonel Julyan.  Debbie says, “In 
all these years, nobody ever mentioned to me that my father 
was involved in a drama group.”   

     By January 6, two other classmates had reached out, in-
cluding Bob Salvati who was Tom’s best friend back at An-
nunciation.  “Bob has been very generous and kind in an-
swering my questions and sharing his memories.  I’ve had a 
photo of my father with another guy for years, and I sent it 

to Bob and asked if maybe the guy in the photo was him, 
and it was!” 

     A total of six of her father’s former classmates reached 
out to share their memories.  Debbie even learned some-
thing about herself during the process.  “I didn’t realize I 
was baptized at Annunciation until now,” she said.  
“Everything I knew about my father was from my family.  
They said, ‘Everyone loved your father,’ but of course they 
were his family.  It’s been interesting to hear from the peo-
ple who were his buddies.” 

     Bob and Tom became good friends in 5th or 6th grade 
and continued to be 
close friends through 
high school and up 
until Tom entered the 
Army in March of 
1967.  After getting 
together when Tom 
had finished basic 
training, the friends 
talked about getting 
together in the future, 
but it never happened.  
Bob too entered the 
Army, in December 1969, and had planned on connecting 
with old friends upon his discharge in January 1972.  A 
short time later, he learned that Tom had died.   

     “Tom was one of my best friends and the person I 
spent most of those years with.  Talking with Debbie has 
reminded me what a great childhood we had, how fortunate 
we were to grow up in Crestwood, and the life-long friends 
we have made and still have from Annunciation.”  Bob 
acknowledges that this has been an “emotional trip back in 
time for him” as well. 

     Recently, Debbie and her Uncle Jim ‘64 had been talking 
about taking a drive to see where her father had grown up.  
Since the trip isn’t planned to take place until this spring, 
Jim suggested that Debbie read through the archives of The 
Annunciator to “get a nice idea of what living in Crestwood 
was like.”  That’s when it occurred to her that there may be 
others in the alumni group who would have known her 
father very well. 

     Debbie says, “The most frustrating thing about having 
lost my father when I was so young is that I don’t know 
what his voice sounded like.  I still don’t know how he 
sounded, but now I know that he smiled a lot and was fun 
to be around.  I can imagine he laughed pretty often, and 
that makes me feel a little better.”    

By Mary Theresa Gill McCombe ‘75 

Tom and Debbie can’t take 

their eyes off each other. 

 

Tom and Bob Salvati during high 

school. 
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 Annunciation Church and Annunciation School are on 

 Facebook!   

You can find more fun and interesting stories, plus a whole new 
conversation on our Facebook pages.  Don’t miss out on all the 

news!  

                        Where are They Now? - Judy Manzi 

     For a handful of past Annunciation 
students, the name Ms. Manzi may 
conjure up images of munchkins, the 
Wicked Witch, Dorothy and Toto, and 
a hot-air balloon that never quite got 
off the ground.  

     While Judy Manzi spent three and a 
half years teaching reading and writing 
to fifth through eighth-graders at An-
nunciation -- from 1987 to 1991 – one 
of her most memorable achievements, 
she said, was her one-of-a-kind produc-
tion of The Wizard of Oz, staged in 1989 
to honor the classic’s 50th anniversary. 
The show, undertaken with friend and 
fellow teacher, Laurie Pesce, takes cen-
ter stage in the now-retired educator’s 
memory of her time at the Crestwood 
school. 

     “It was a tremendous amount of 
work,” she recalled with a hearty laugh. “We were nuts.” 

     Judy, hired by outgoing principal Mr. Scanlon, came to 
Annunciation fresh faced and eager. The New York City 
native and College of Mount Saint Vincent graduate had 
spent her childhood in Catholic schools, and she was excited 
to be at the helm of her own classroom.  “I was very young 
when I taught [at Annunciation] – in my mid-20s—so I tried 
to make school as much fun as I could within the parameters 
of Catholic school,” she said. Sister Anne Massell had taken 
the principal’s seat during Judy’s tenure at Annunciation, she 
added with a chuckle, and she had different ideas. 

     Still, when Ms. Manzi and Ms. Pesce pitched the idea of a 
school-wide production of The Wizard of Oz, the principal 
agreed, albeit reluctantly, the teacher said. 

     Open to students in kindergarten through eighth grade, 
Judy said the show was an all-out effort with costume 
changes, detailed set design and a whole-hearted attempt at a 
hot-air balloon complete with oversized balloons from a 
nearby party store.  “It clearly never got off the ground,” she 
said, laughing.  

     What stood with her, she said, was 
the wonderful help she and Ms. Pesce 
received from the parish, the school 
and the parents during the production 
and leading up to it.  

     While she enjoyed her time at An-
nunciation, she said, the lure of a better 
salary and pension pulled her to Edge-
mont schools, where she taught fourth 
and fifth grades for 20 years, until retir-
ing in 2010, at the age of 51. 

     Today, Ms. Manzi and her husband, 
Rich, are putting all their time and ef-
fort into something else: restoring a 
200-year-old farm house in the Adiron-
dacks, which she dubbed “The Money 
Pit” after the movie of the same name 
starring Tom Hanks and Shelley Long.  
“It had a tremendous amount of 
charm, but needed a lot of work,” she 

explained. “So we made a project out of it.” 

     The couple had been making summer pilgrimages to a 
lake house up in the area for years, when they finally decided 
to bite the bullet and stake their claim, permanently. “We fell 
in love with the area and the people,” she said. 

     And while Judy spends the summer months boating and 
doing various water sports, teaching is not out of her blood 
just yet. She’s still an educator, although her charges are of 
the adult variety: those trying to earn their GEDs. She also 
volunteers her time at a local nursing home, coordinating 
visits and art projects from second-grade students at a 
nearby school. 

     While she has yet to attend an Annunciation reunion 
gathering, Judy says she does remain in touch with several of 
her students at Annunciation and remembers her time there 
fondly. 

     She said, “Over the years, it’s been nice to hear from the 
kids, and it was a nice experience. I was very fortunate in my 
life because I got to do what I loved for a living.” 
 

By Marie Villani-York ‘93 

Former Annunciation teacher 

Ms. Judy Manzi 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Annunciation-Church/113514832016683
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/groups/29340651170/


Page 10 Page 10 

Continued from page 1  

 

will  have  a church,” and in November 
1927, a small brown building, ordered 
from Sears Roebuck, was set up on the 
grounds of St. Eleanora’s Home (now 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary), which was run 
by the Sisters of Charity on Scarsdale 
Road.  This little mission church also 
was to serve the needs of the women in 
residence at St. Eleanora’s Home. 

     On Christmas Day in 1927, Fr.  
Beary celebrated the first Mass in 
Crestwood in what he named St. Pat-
rick’s Chapel.  Some time in 1928, 
Ralph Feriola, grandfather of Annun-
ciation alumni Sandy ‘62, Rita ‘63, Fred 
‘65, Margaret ‘66 and Katherine ‘70 and 
great-grandfather of John ‘98, Jim ‘99 and Sarah ‘02 Stipice-
vic, who was later to be named a trustee of Annunciation, 
wrote  in the Immaculate Conception bulletin to the “people 
of Crestwood” that they should “look forward to the day 
when they will be established as a separate parish and when 
they must, of necessity, build in order to meet their own im-
mediate needs.”  A petition was circulated by the women of 
Crestwood and 64 signatures were collected and presented 
to the Chancery Office in New York City.   

     In May 1931, Fr. Timothy J. Dugan was appointed the 
first pastor of the church in Crestwood and on 
May 10, 1931, Fr. Dugan, Joseph Hayes, and 
Ralph Feriola met with His Eminence Patrick 
Cardinal Hayes and His Excellency Bishop Dunn 
at the Cardinal’s residence and incorporated the 
Church of the Annunciation of Crestwood, 
changing the name from St. Patrick’s Chapel. Jo-
seph Hayes and Ralph Feriola were appointed the 
first trustees of the parish corporation, and our 
history had begun. 

     On May 23, 1931, nineteen children, instructed 
by several parents, celebrated their First Com-
munion in the chapel.  This small building, which 
held 150 people, was warmed in the winter by a 
furnace that required that parishioners take turns 
arriving early to light it and stay late to make sure 
that everything was “out” and no fire danger ex-
isted.   

     Seeing how inadequate the little Sears Roebuck 
chapel would soon become, Fr. Dugan began to 
dream of a permanent church building and 
school.  His vision would grow in scope and real-

ity over the next decade. From their first 
days, Annunciation parishioners were 
known for their generosity. Most of the 
day-to-day work of the parish and all of 
the fundraising was done through the 
societies established in 1931—the Holy 
Name Society for the men and Ladies’ 
Guild for the women. 

     By 1932, Fr. Dugan was able to buy 
land for a permanent church on the 
northwest corner of Westchester Avenue 
and St. Eleanoras Lane, using money 
raised by the Ladies’ Guild.  They were 
successful fundraisers even back then! 
Several years would elapse before Fr. 
Dugan was given permission by the 
Archdiocese to begin building what we 
now call the lower church, though he 

continued to execute his ambitious vision to build a magnifi-
cent stone church. In all of that time, the societies of the 
parish were extremely busy with fundraising activities in or-
der to save for future construction costs.   

     In 1933, Fr. Dugan bought the house at 350 Hollywood 
Avenue to be used as a rectory.  That home remained the 
rectory until the present one was built in 1966.  It also 
served as a meeting place for the parish societies and was 
where weekday Masses were said. 

     The parish continued to grow and, on November 17, 
1934, fifty children were confirmed at the first 
Confirmation ceremony held in Crestwood. 
Meanwhile, sketches were made and full plans 
drawn for the lower and upper church build-
ing.   

     Fr. Dugan planned to build the lower 
church so that it could be used while he con-
tinued to raise the funds to build the upper 
church. He did an extraordinary amount of 
research on ecclesiastical art and architecture. 
He had a sense of art that can still be dis-
cerned in both the upper and lower church.  
He was well ahead of his day. We don’t know 
where he found the wood-carver, Frank 
Feigeler, or the architect, Gustave E. Stein-
back, but the lower church is certainly a testi-
mony to their artistry, as well as to the crea-
tive mind of Fr. Dugan. He wanted the 
church sculptures to be warm and strong, and 
commissioned Mr. Feigeler to carve the mag-
nificent Stations  of  the  Cross in  oak, all the 
                                         Continued on page 11 
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A view of the lower church from St. 

Eleanoras Lane, looking north. 

The statue of St. 

John the Baptist 

stands in the upper 

church. 
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statues, and the masterpiece triptych behind the altar in the 
lower church, as well as the statue of St. John the Baptist, 
now in the upper church baptistery. 

     On May 10, 1936, five years from the day the parish was 
incorporated,   a  ground-breaking  ceremony  for  the   new 

church building was held on the spot where the lower 
church altar would be situated. A silver spade inscribed, 
“Fifth Anniversary of the Annunciation Church, Crest-
wood,” was presented to Fr. Dugan by the parishioners.  
The plans called for the construction of the basement 
church to be completed by September 28 and on November 
22, 1936, six months after the ground-breaking, the lower 
church was dedicated by The Most Reverend Stephen J. 
Donahue, Auxiliary Bishop of New York.  This was the first 
step in the building of the four structures that support our 
parish. 

     The cost of building the lower church is astonishing 
when looking at it from the perspective of construction 
costs in the year 2015.  The final charges were: 

 

  Construction $45,803 

  Heating   $ 3,629 

  Plumbing  $ 1,712 

  Lighting   $ 1,107 

  Oil Burner  $ 1,110 

  Architect  $ 3,520 

  Lighting Fixtures $    350 

       Total   $57,231 

 

     One of Fr. Dugan’s greatest interests was education.  He 
postponed the building of the upper church, which he 
wanted so much, in order to build a parish school.  In July 
1943, Fr. Dugan purchased the house at 466 Westchester 
Avenue to be used as a lower school and convent.  Today, 
this building is still our convent, and was the second of our 
anchoring structures.  That same year, Fr. Dugan also ar-
range for the Dominican nuns to teach the children of An-
nunciation Parish. Sister Francis Rose, O.P. became the first 
principal, assisted by Sister Jean Imelda, O.P., who taught 
kindergarten through the third grade.  Sister Dominic was 
the “house sister,” fondly referred to as “Sister Kitchen.”  If 
the children misbehaved, they were sent to the “office” right 
next to the kitchen (see story on page 6 for just one example 
of that!).  They would quickly win over Sister Dominic and 
often enjoyed, as punishment, pie, biscuits and a glass of 
milk. 

     In 1944, Fr. Dugan purchased the house next door to the 

convent at 460 Westchester Avenue, and converted it into 
four classrooms, 7th and 8th grades downstairs and 5th and 
6th grades upstairs.   Sister Marianne, who taught 5th grade 
in 1946, remembers Adelaide Amend’s (Class of ‘50) dog, 
Lochinvar, leading the children up the fire escape (added for 
safety purposes to the house).  The dog would then sleep 
until noon in the front of the class, and right at the noon-
time bell, lead the children back down the fire escape! 

     In July 1950, ground was broken for our present school.  
In the cornerstone of the school was laid several items in-
cluding the names of the 17 original families of Annuncia-
tion Parish.  By March 17, 1951, the first St. Patrick’s Day 
dance was held in the school auditorium.  Six days later, An-
nunciation  School  was  dedicated  by Francis Cardinal Spel- 

man, and on that same day, it was learned that Pope Pius 
XII had elevated Fr. Dugan to Monsignor.  The third pillar 
of our existing buildings was completed for a cost of ap-
proximately $200,000, as reported in The Grotto, a parish 
newsletter, published November 1950. 

     It was now time to move on to the building of the upper 
church.  On the occasion of his 40th anniversary as a priest, 
Msgr. Dugan recalled that every bill was paid before he 
started  the  upper  church.   During the time that the upper 
church was under construction, the parishioners would  walk  
                                                                  Continued on page 12 

In 1953, a young Nancy Waters ‘61 stood with the con-

vent in the background.  The building looks very similar 

today. 
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through it every Sunday to see how it 
was coming along.     

     Msgr. Dugan very much wanted 
to have a steeple on the church, and 
all the renderings of what he un-
abashedly called “the Cathedral of 
Crestwood” showed that.  He kept 
telling the Chancery Office that his 
parishioners had raised the money 
for it—but to no avail.  The chancery 
also, apparently, did not want the 
“rose window” over the altar, but 
Msgr. Dugan did win on that count. 

     On August 18, 1956, the church 
bell, donated by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Feriola, was installed in the tower.  
Complete with electric bell-ringing 
equipment, it was christened “St. 
Timothy” and  honored  both Msgr. 
Dugan and the Feriolas’ son, Ralph 
Jr., who had died at a young age. 

     Unfortunately, the upper church 
was still under construction when 
Msgr. Dugan passed away on March 
5, 1957 at the age of 70.  The church 
bells tolled for the first time as his 
body was brought past the church the following day.   

     Shortly thereafter, Cardinal Spellman appointed the Rt. 
Rev. Vincent Brosnan as pastor of the parish.  He and pas-
toral assistant Fr. Raymond Hyland celebrated the first Mass 
in the new upper church on October 31, 1957.  The new 
altar was consecrated in December 1957.  The formal dedi-

cation of the new church took place on 
May 11, 1958 at a Mass by Cardinal 
Spellman, who blessed the exterior and 
interior of the church and commemo-
rated a plaque in the memory of Msgr. 
Dugan that was placed into a wall of 
the entrance to the church.   

     At this point, the “four corners” 
were beginning to look pretty similar to 
the way they look today.  A two-story 
church on one corner, a one-story 
school building on the other and a con-
vent on the third.  The fourth corner 
held a parking lot which was contigu-
ous to the rectory property that was 
still located on Hollywood Avenue. 

     The school continued to grow in 
enrollment, however, and it wasn’t long 
before students spilled into classrooms 
that were constructed in the lower 
church.  Within two years, another 
building fund was begun to finance an 
addition to the school.  At the time, the 
school had 637 children in it, with 200 
in four classrooms in the lower church 
and the remaining children  in  the  one
-story school  building.   There were 

also ten sisters in the convent, and it 
became necessary to enlarge the convent.  In all, $398,250 
was pledged and collected, and a ten-room school wing was 
ready for occupancy in the 1960-61 academic year.  The 
building was dedicated in June 1961. 

     The final corner was developed in November 1965  when  
                                                                   Continued on page 13 

 

Measuring almost 9” x 12”, this Christ-

mas “card” was sent by Monsignor Timo-

thy Dugan to Mr. & Mrs. Charles Brennan 

of Agnola Sreet in 1956.  It pictures the 

church’s bell tower with a steeple and 

the “rose window” that was to grace the 

church’s west-facing wall over the altar. 

     Did you  know that there was a parish newsletter 
called The Grotto back in the early days of the parish?  It 
was begun in 1950 and initially given out four times a 
year.  It later moved to monthly distribution. 

     A copy of the June 1955 issue of The Grotto was re-
cently discovered by Suzan Lamberson ‘55.  She was kind 
enough to send it back to the parish for the archives.  
The newsletter covered items such as graduations, bap-
tisms, welcomes to new parishioners, reviews of a Holy 
Name Communion breakfast and the story of the first 
Mass of then-Crestwood resident Reverend John C. 
Flynn.  It covered a story of the parish bazaar, sporting 
news and its very own version of “Class Notes,” listing 
lots of information about “news of our boys and girls” in 
high school and college. 
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ground was broken for a new parish house to be built across 
from the church on the old parking lot.  It was completed in 
the spring of 1966.  The building of the new rectory, long 
overdue, completed Annunciation Parish’s structures. 

     Today those structures still exist, relatively unchanged on 
the exterior.  Through the years, they have all undergone 

renovations and repair to keep them in good physical shape 
and repair the damage that mother nature, and sustained, 
high-volume usage can inflict.  The rectory contains a parish 
room that is utilized for a variety of parish groups.  The con-
vent’s basement was also refurbished to make two additional 
meeting rooms that are utilized non-stop by the various 
groups and ministries that make Annunciation Parish the 
vibrant place that it is. 

 

     This history was excerpted from A History of the Founding 
of Annunciation Parish Crestwood N.Y. 1931-1981, which was 
printed in the journal that was produced during the celebra-
tion of the Golden Jubilee of the parish. 
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Foundations—One Last Word 

Don’t forget to advise us of changes to your 

email or mailing address.  Stay in touch! 

Send updates to 

mtmccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com 

     In a book about my childhood there would be a chap-
ter called “Annunciation, Character Building.”  My 
brother, Bill ‘61, and I were blessed to attend Annuncia-
tion School from 1st through 8th grade.  During that time, 
we made the best of friends and learned to be critical 
thinkers and decision makers based on the “golden rule.”  
Every other year we were taught by the caring hands of 
the Dominican sisters, but also had the love of lay teachers 
such as Mrs. Lucian.  Who could ever forget tough Mrs. 
Brennan, whose love for English grammar, imparted to 
many of us the ability to converse and write intelligently?  
Remember First Friday Masses with Monsignor Brosnan 
and (tougher than Mrs. Brennan) Father Hyland? Is there 
an altar boy out there who has forgotten a single word of 
the Mass in Latin?  

     Our family lived in Colonial Heights, a short bus ride 
from school. I remember being so jealous of those kids 
who could walk home for lunch.  If this were allowed to-
day, would kids ever come back?  Bill and I started school 
in a small structure but grew alongside the renovations to 
the school and church.   

     Churches aren’t built like Annunciation anymore—it's 
a veritable cathedral by today’s standards.  Yet, our school 
and church were built by working-class parents—stay-at-
home moms and mostly blue-collar fathers—whose names 
are inscribed on metal plaques that hang on the walls of 
the school and church.  It was the best of times.  How 
could it not have been, when so many of us can still re-
member the first and last names of the friends we made 
during that time, the teachers we had, not to mention, the 
words of the Angelus said daily at noon?   

     And so it is, because of this strong Catholic back-
ground, we remember and cherish the simple carefree 
years we were privileged to spend at Annunciation School 
and Parish. So in an article about renovations, can we ne-
glect to include the renovations to ourselves, crafted by all 
those who crossed our paths in Crestwood, New York. 

 

                                            Warmly, 
                                             Patricia DeStasio Greiner ‘65 

The upper church under construction as viewed from St. 

Eleanoras Lane, looking east. 

mailto:mtmccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com?subject=Updates%20for%20Annunciator
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                       8th Grade Hockey Passion 

     Note:  This year’s 8th grade has a 
group of hockey enthusiasts who have played 
together for years.  This story is written by 
one of those players. 

     I am a hockey player who 
plays travel ice hockey for the 
Bronxville Blackhawks. I first 
learned how to skate in 2005 
when I was four years old, along 
with my Annunciation classmates 
Danny Heslin, Owen Curry and 
Sean Flynn.  We first skated at 
Yonkers’ Edward J. Murray Me-
morial Skating Center, which 
most Crestwood people just call 
“Murray’s” and, soon afterwards, 
at the Westchester Skating Academy (WSA) in Elmsford.     

     Later, when we were better skaters, Danny, Owen, and 
another classmate of ours, Sean Dufrense, and I joined 
WSA’s Metro League as Mini-Mites. In this league, we 
played on and against in-house teams.  It was really fun, and 
we learned the basics of hockey, such as stickhandling and 
shooting. 

     By August 2008, Danny, Owen, Sean and I tried out for 
the Bronxville Blackhawks travel team. We all made the 
team along with our friends and classmates Nick Zerafa and 
Francesca Gerardi.  Our coaches were, and still are, Sean’s 
dad, Denis, and Nick’s dad, Greg. We all traveled together to 
games, went out to eat before and after games with each 

You can find us on the Web at  

http://School.AnnunciationCrestwood.com 

other, and stayed at hotels on the 
same floor (where we played a lot of 
knee hockey).  We still do this now 
that we are first year Bantams. It is so 
much fun!  

     Sometimes we have games at 
Aviator, a rink in the Rockaways. 
Owen’s family and my grandmother 
have houses in Breezy Point, so the 
team tries to go to the beach when 
we play out there. We still have a lot 
of hockey parties and family dinners 
together. To this day, Danny, Owen, 
Sean, Nick, and I are on the same 
Blackhawks team and our home ice is 

at WSA. 

     The Blackhawks 
organization partici-
pates in the Hudson 
Valley Hockey League 
(HVHL), so we play 
teams from all over 
southern New York.  
In our very first year of 
travel hockey, we were 
undefeated and won 
the championship! We 
beat a tough team, the 
Rye Rangers, to win, 
and it was a big accom-
plishment for all of us.  We also played in a few tourna-
ments. The first tournament we ever went to was the 
Haunted Shootout which is held every year in Marlbor-
ough, MA.  My teammates and I spent a lot of time having 
fun playing hockey, touring, swimming and going out to 
eat. Teams from all across New England and the mid-
Atlantic competed. We also played in the Silver Stick Tour-
nament in Philadelphia, PA that year. 

     In 2009, in addition to playing with Bronxville, some of 
the Crestwood dads organized neighborhood Thursday 
night practices, first at Rye Playland, then later at Murray’s 
on Tuckahoe Road.  Tom Gilchrist ‘77, Dennis Heslin, 
Denis Dufresne, Mike Rizzi and Jon Gerardi organized the 
practices, and many Crestwood kids came, including the 
Heslins,  Dufresnes,  Gilchrists,  Sohrs,  Flynns,  Goldens, 
                                                                Continued on page 16 
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In kindergarten, John Conlon (son of John Con-

lon ‘77), Owen Curry, Sean Flynn and Danny 

Heslin first gave hockey a try at the West-

chester Skating Academy in Elmsford, NY. 

 

8th graders Francesca Gerardi (daughter of Mary Wieder 

‘76), Owen Curry, Danny Heslin, Sean Dufresne, Nick Ze-

rafa, John Conlon on the ice prior to a game this season. 

 

Celebrating a championship! 

 

By John Conlon IV ‘15 

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com
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Arianna Apostolopoulos ‘08 who coaches this 
year’s 8th grade girls CYO basketball team, organ-
ized a Christmas stocking donation for our service-
men and servicewomen overseas.  The team  had a 

record of 20-4 as of mid-February. 

It was crazy socks 

and tie day during 

Catholic Schools 

Week in January at 

Annunciation 

School.  The fourth-

grade girls got into 

the spirit with both 

socks AND ties!  

Everyone was all 

smiles being able to 

be creative and come 

to school a little 

“crazy!” 

The school’s gym overflowed, above, with 265 adults and 

children when the Home School Association sponsored a 

Bingo Night in January.   Below, the prizes were all 

wrapped and ready to be selected by the bingo winners. 

Conor Lundy ‘12 races to first place in the 

3000m at the 35th annual Yale Invitational 

with a record-breaking time of 8 min, 26 

seconds.  Conor is a junior at Fordham 

Preparatory School in the Bronx, NY. 
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More Photo Mysteries—Can you help? 

Girl Scouts or Brownies?   

Can you help us identify some of these scouts?  

  

Top Row:  unknown, unknown, Cathy Fleis-
chner, Suzan Lamberson,    Carolyn Bond, 

Marilyn Neary, unknown 

 

Bottow Row: unknown, unknown, Janet Mer-
ola, unknown, unknown, unknown 

 

Please email mtmc525@aol.com with any  

information. 

8th Grade Hockey Passion 
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Gerardis, Kilduffs, Dolans, Currys, Murphys, Daveys, 
Sharkeys, Peterses and others.  We called ourselves the 
Crestwood Hockey Association or “CHA,” and our dads 
bought us hockey jerseys and hats to wear.  

     In 2010, we moved up to Squirts. We played as Squirts 
for two seasons (2010-11 and 2011-12). Danny, Owen, Sean, 
Nick, and I were on the team in 2010-11 that won the Hud-
son Valley championship for the second time.   It was an 
exciting season, and we lost very few games that year.  Then, 
we headed to a tournament, the Challenge Cup, hosted by 
CanAm, in Lake Placid, New York. We played teams from 
the U.S. and Canada and we played on the actual rink where 
the 1980 Men’s U. S. Olympic ice hockey team defeated the 
U.S.S.R. en route to the gold medal!  My friends and I had 
so much fun playing there.  It was an amazing experience, 
and we went on to win the tournament. The next year, 2011-
12, we were Squirts again, and we won the HVHL champi-
onship for the third consecutive time. 

     In 2012, we became Peewees. For that year, we decided 
to play an independent schedule (instead of playing in the 
HVHL), travelled extensively and participated in several 
tournaments. In our first year as Peewees, we won the 
Haunted Shootout again. This tournament has become one 

of our favorites. The next tournament we traveled to that 
year was in Hershey, PA.  Over St. Patrick’s Day weekend in 
2013, we played teams from the eastern U.S., and we ended 
up winning the tournament. Last season, as Peewees, we 
won the HVHL again.  We went to Bridgeport, CT to play 
in the Silver Stick tournament, and when we won that tour-
nament, we won the right to play at the Silver Stick Interna-
tional Championship tournament in Port Huron, MI. My 
dad and I flew to Detroit, and we drove up to Port Huron. I 
stayed at a hotel with all of my friends and teammates, and 
we had fun every night, whether we played hockey or went 
out to eat.    

     Danny, Owen, Sean, 
Nick, and I have become 
close friends because of 
playing hockey together. 
This year we are Bantams 
(and for the first time, are 
able to check), and we hope 
to win another HVHL 
championship. My friends 
and I all plan to play for the 
Blackhawks when we are in 
high school.   

 

John Conlon ‘15 and his 

father, John ‘77, in 2012 

mailto:mtmc525@aol.com?subject=Scouting%20Picture%20February%202015%20Newsletter


 

Deaths 

 

Please pray for the souls of the following deceased 
alumni: 

 

Thomas Isidori ‘67, brother of Donald ‘67 and the late 
Arthur ‘59 

 

William Wlcek, Jr. ‘73, brother of Lauren ‘74, Jimmy 
and Claudia 

 

Dina Pascale Viggiano ‘76, brother of Philip ‘78 

 

Richard Dalton ‘54, brother of Margaret ‘65 and the 
late Patricia ‘51 and Deirdre ‘56 

 

We also pray for the souls of the following family of 
alumni: 

 

Roy Fields, father of Deborah ‘68, Joseph ‘71, Roy, 
Elizabeth, Regis, Stephen, William and John 

 

Ann Grealy, mother of Chris ‘62, Eileen ‘64, Nancy ‘66, 
Martin ‘68, Tim ‘72 and Mary ‘73 

 

Thomas Martyn, father of Kathleen ‘81 and Thomas 
‘83 

 

Jerome Koch, husband of Betsy McCadden ‘64 

 

Jacqueline Freeburn, mother of Christopher ‘84 

 

Rosemary LaSalle, mother of  Mary ‘68, Robin ‘71, 
Kathleen ‘72, Elizabeth ‘75, Teresa, Philip, Rosemary 
‘83 and the late Paul ‘76 and grandmother of  Michel 

‘05 and Nick ‘06 

 

Eleanor Babajko, mother of Suzanne ‘70, Richard ‘72, 
Jeanine ‘77 and Stephanie ‘83 

 

We also pray for the soul of Father Joseph Sullivan 
who served as parochial vicar at Annunciation from 

1977-1983. 
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Mrs. Sara Hult Sullivan 
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      Former Annunciation School 4th-grade teacher, then 
known as Mrs. Hult, passed away at the age of 97 on Octo-
ber 23, 2014.  She was the mother of Tina ‘62, Eugene ‘58, 
Margie ‘59 and the late John Hult and stepmother to J. 
Donna Sullivan.  She was also a grandmother to eleven and 
a great-grandmother to ten.  Both of her husbands, Eugene 
Hult and John Sullivan, predeceased her. 

     Many will remember that, when she lived in Crestwood, 
Mrs. Hult’s house was the 
last one on the west side of 
Manhattan Avenue before 
the schoolyard began.  In 
Florida, she had lived in 
Sarasota for thirty-four 
years, where she was very 
active in a variety of organi-
zations including the Em-
broiderer’s Guild of Amer-
ica, the Sarasota Lawn Bowl-

ing Club and the Tallywood Condominium Association.  
She was a member of the Church of the Incarnation, where 
a memorial service was held on November 7.   

     The school’s Facebook page was filled with condolences 
and memories of this former teacher.  The words wonder-
ful, beautiful, lovely, patient, gracious and kind were re-
peated over and over.  Bob Linderman ‘66 remembered 
how she made his transition, as a new student to Annuncia-
tion, as easy as possible, while Chris Grealy Brown Daly ‘62 
remembers her as a great Girl Scout leader.  Cathy Florio 
Revellese ‘74 remembers meeting Mrs. Hult at her house 
every morning and helping her carry her bags.  Judee Arn-
stein ‘68 remembers the Mrs. Hult became upset when she 
learned that JFK had been shot and how sad the class was 
that, not only had the president been shot, but that their 
teacher was so sad too.   Elizabeth Carlock Stano ‘59 re-
members her friend, Margie’s mother as a caring and loving 
mother and friend, saying, “We always had a wonderful 
time at her house.” 

 

 

Annunciation's Linkedin Group is for 

alumni, family and friends of Annuncia-

tion.  Join Annunciation School 

(Crestwood, NY) today! 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Annunciation-School-Crestwood-NY-4740855?itemaction=mclk&anetid=4740855&impid=4740855-1837503&pgkey=anet_about&actpref=anet_about-gbm&trk=anet_about-gbm-group&goback=%2Eanb_1837503_*2_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Annunciation-School-Crestwood-NY-4740855?itemaction=mclk&anetid=4740855&impid=4740855-1837503&pgkey=anet_about&actpref=anet_about-gbm&trk=anet_about-gbm-group&goback=%2Eanb_1837503_*2_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1


Births 

 

Christina Alongi DiNapoli 
‘95, and her husband, Greg-
ory, welcomed a son, on June 
17, 2014.  Little Gregory Jo-
seph weighed in at 7 lbs., 5 
ozs. and was 19 inches long.  
The DiNapoli family lives in 
Yonkers, NY.   

 

 

Doni Weigand ‘91 and his wife, 
Antoniette, are proud to an-
nounce the arrival of their sec-
ond daughter, Victoria Nicole, 
who was born on December 12, 
2014 weighing 8 lbs., 3 ozs. and 
was 20 inches long.  Big sister, 
Adriana, who is 4 years old, was 
very excited to welcome her sis-
ter. 

 

 

Cami Zinzi O'Brien ‘90 
is proud to announce the 
birth of her second child, 
Emma Boru, who was 
born on November 10, 
2014.  Cami and her hus-
band, Kevin, also have a 
son, Thomas Mason, who 
will be three years old in                                                 
March. 

 

 

Kara Duffy Mylod ‘97 and her 
husband, Brian, welcomed their 
second child, Katherine Alice, on 
December 26, 2014.  Big brother 
Finn is loving his new sister. 
Katherine’s godparents are Kara’s 
brother Brian ’91 and her lifelong 
friend Maggie Leyden ‘98.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone Spotlight 

 

Milestones 

Engagements 

 

Cathy Florio Revellese ‘74 is happy 
to announce that her daughter, Dawn 
Marie, is engaged to Michael D'Am-
brosio. Dawn and Mike met when they 
both attended Iona College.  Dawn 
works in the human resources depart-
ment of a law firm, and Mike is an 
auditor for Ernst and Young.  A June 
25, 2016 wedding is being planned.    

 

 

John Frazer ‘99 and Shanna Maza 
became engaged on July 25, 2014, in 
Wildwood, NJ.  John and Shanna 
met during the summer of 2013, 
while Shanna was finishing school.  
John is a dental hygienist in Manhat- 
                         Continued on page 20 
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Luke Patrick Egan 
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Luke Patrick Egan was born on August 1, 2014, at White 

Plains Hospital.  He is the son of David Patrick Egan 

‘84 and his wife, Erin.  Luke has brown hair and blue eyes 

and is the little brother to Katie, who is 4 years old.  The 

Egan family lives in Hartsdale, NY. 



1958 

 

Jeanne Hall Fritz went to St. Clare 
Academy after Annunciation.  In 
1966, she and her husband, Allen, 
were married at Annunciation Church 
by Fr. Genslinger.  Their wedding re-
ception was held at the restaurant now 
know as Burke’s in Yonkers, which is 
currently owned by a group of Annun-
ciation graduates. 

     Jeanne and Allen purchased their 
first home on Scarsdale Road in Crest-
wood where they raised their three 
children, who also attended Annuncia-
tion:  Christopher ‘86, Brian ‘88 and 
Megan ‘90.  While her children were at 
the school, Jeanne did a lot of volun-
teering there and served as director of 
the school library from 1981-1982.  
She was also a co-president of the La-
dies’ Guild, sharing that responsibility 
with Alice Wilkinson Soto ‘60. 

     After her children graduated, 
Jeanne joined the Ladies of Charity 
and returned to school to get a Bache-
lor’s degree.  She went to work for 
The College of New Rochelle, retiring 
from there in 2004.   

 

1961 

 

Sally Donovan Allen has fully retired 
as of January 1, 2015, and is adjusting 
to a new lifestyle after fifty years of 
working.  Thirty-three of those years 
were with IBM in various loca-
tions.  She also worked in advertising, 
retail, at a college and for the U.S. 
Census Bureau over the fifty 
years.  Sally says, “I am very happy to 
be retired and have more time for my 
husband and son, and to take care of 
body, soul and mind in new ways.  It 
is an adjustment, and I do feel as if 
I'm floundering not having a regular 
day-to-day work routine to adhere to, 
but I am very happy.  My son Joseph 
graduated from Northeastern Univer-
sity, Boston, in May of 2014 and is 

Class Notes  

settled into a job he loves.  My husband, 
Richard, is getting used to me being 
home, as he has been retired for a num-
ber of years, but he is adjusting very 
well.  We hope to travel to visit family in 
various locations and also do some pleas-
ure travel.  I will be getting involved as a 
volunteer with Catholic Charities and 
continuing teaching CCD, which I've 
done for 13 years.  I'm living the dream.” 

 

1964 

 

Lori Samuels recently published one of 
her poems, "Suburban Snowstorm," in 
a literary magazine.  Her work was one of 
fifteen selected out of 105 entries.  Liv-
ing near San Francisco, CA, for a year 
now, Lori is building her English lan-
guage tutoring practice, writing, acting, 
and caring for her beloved cats.  She and 
her fiancé, Jerry Amada, plan to wed 
soon.  

 
1968 

 

Joe Houlihan has been named the 
Grand Marshall for the 2015 Eastchester, 
NY St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  The parade 
will kick off at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Tuckahoe and end at Lake Isle 
Country Club, parading along Route 22 
on Sunday, March 15, beginning at 3 p.m. 

 

Nancy McArthur was married to Peter 
DiLeo in Rye, NY.  

 

1969 

 

Rich Linderman has been promoted to 
Senior Operations Consultant/Director 
at Tenet Healthcare (Dallas, TX).  His 
responsibilities include labor operations 
analysis, management training, staffing 
and workflow/process improvement 
across Tenet’s nationwide system of 80 
hospitals. 
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1973 

 

Bob Johnson, an alumni artist, was 
featured in our last newsletter.  In that 
story, the last paragraph was acciden-
tally omitted.  That paragraph was an 
invitation to Bob’s classmates, former 
neighbors and all of Annunciation 
alumni in the Hudson Valley area to 
become more familiar with Bob’s work.  
That missing paragraph reads: 

 

Bob recently moved his studio from 
Pittsburgh to the Hudson Valley, our 
native watershed… A Google search 
of “rivercubes” will acquaint you with 
his work, which has been highlighted 
in magazines and journals, on radio 
and television. He has produced ex-
hibits, events, and presented nation-
ally and internationally and was fea-
tured in “20 Unforgettable Works of 
Art.”  Bob plans to work locally, and 
hopes you will join him. He would 
love to hear from you, and can be 
reached at bob@rivercubes.net. 

 

1975 

 

It was a very busy fall season for Frank 
Doherty, who is known professionally 
as Frank Murphy.  He was recognized 
by the East Tennessee Writers Hall of 
Fame as its honoree in social media.  
Frank’s daily blog at frankmurphy.com 
has been 
voted one of 
“East Ten-
n e s s e e ’ s 
Best” by the 
readers of 
the Knoxville 
News Sentinal 
for four con-
s e c u t i v e 
years. Frank’s friend, Nancy Waters 
‘61 traveled to Knoxville for the awards 
ceremony.  

 
                              Continued on page 20 
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     On November 18, 2014, FBI Special Agent in Charge, 
Edward W. Reinhold, (Knoxville, TN) presented Frank with 

the FBI Director’s Community 
Leadership Award (DCLA). The 
FBI Director created the DCLA in 
1990 as a way to honor individuals 
and organizations for selfless con-
tributions to their communities.   
Frank will travel to Washington, 
D.C. this spring to receive the 

DCLA award from FBI Director James Comey. 

     DCLA recipients come from all walks of life, with extraor-
dinary contributions as varied as their backgrounds; but all 
share a common commitment to improving the lives of their 
neighbors. 

     As host of the “East Tennessee Report,” for the Journal 
Broadcast Group, Frank has devoted several radio programs 
to law enforcement issues important to the local community.  
He has also served as emcee or entertainer for many charita-
ble events, including the Kids Helping Kids Fun Walk, 
American Cancer Society, American Heart Association, Ha-
ven House, as well as fundraisers for schools and churches.   

     Frank has worked with the Columbus Home for Chil-
dren’s Services, and performed as a stand-up comic for sev-
eral charitable endeavors, and has anchored pledge drives for 
PBS.   

 

The Annunciator 

1979 and 1982 

 

John ‘82 (left) and Jim O’Brien 
(right) did a 3.8-mile swim across 
Tampa Bay in support of the families 
of the fallen US Navy Seals.  Their 
parents, Ken and Kay, had the privi-
lege of watching the 150 swimmers 
with their supporting kayaks, noting, 
“it was a great day for a worthy 
cause.” 

 

1985 

 

John P.L. Kelly was appointed press secretary to New York 
State Governor Andrew Cuomo.  The appointment was an-
nounced on January 11, 2015.  John previously worked at 
SKD Knickerbocker in New York City where he served as 
Senior Vice President since 2012.  He had previously served 
nearly a decade in various senior roles in government. 

 

2004 

 

Colin Albanese, Joseph Duncker, Matthew Borsellino 
and Ryan McCombe’s band, Transition, recently released an 
album of original music, titled Living 
for a Dream.  The classmates have 
been together as a band since 2001.  
The album can be purchased on 
iTunes, and you can follow the band 
o n  F a c e b o o k  a t  h t t p s : / /
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
transition.yonkersny 

 

2005 

 

Brendan Grogan is working for Stone Harbor Investment 
Partners. He worked previously for GE Asset Management. 

Milestones 

Continued from page 18 
 

tan, and Shanna is a hospital x-ray technician in Brooklyn.  
The couple will be married in August at St. Cecilia’s Church 
in Kearny, NJ. 

Marriages 

 

Caitlin Sakacs ‘98 was married to 
Jason Lowry on December 26, 
2014, at Annunciation Church.  A 
honeymoon to Costa Rica was 
taken in January and their wedding 
reception was held there on Janu-
ary 31, 2015.  Caitlin works in 
event sales, and Jason is a con-
struction manager  The couple 
lives in San Diego, CA.   

 

Send Your Class Notes Today! 

Do you have something to share?  Send it to 

The Annunciator today at 

mtmc525@aol.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/transition.yonkersny
https://www.facebook.com/transition.yonkersny
https://www.facebook.com/transition.yonkersny
mailto:mtmc525@aol.com?subject=Classnotes%20and%20Milestones

