
     On August 1, Annunciation and Our 
Lady of Fatima Parishes were merged into 
one.  For now the Parish will be known as 
Annunciation-Our Lady of Fatima Parish. 

     The parish will have two churches, with 
each church retaining its former name.  
Most importantly for school families and 
alumni, it was also determined that Annun-
ciation School will retain its name. 

     Leading up to the merger, there was 
much speculation on what the new parish 
name would be and whether the school 
would be required to change its name to 
reflect the merger. 

     Fr. Robert Grippo, 
pastor of Annunciation-
Our Lady of Fatima Par-
ish, says that the new 
parish name does not 
have to be selected until 
August 2016.  “There are 
many things that must be 
taken care of with this 
merger.  The Archdio-
cese has given us a time-
line which allows for an 
orderly transition.  That 
timeline allows us the 
space to put a new parish advisory council 
in place and to work as one for almost a 
year before we need to decide if we want a 
new parish name or if the hyphenated name 
is what we will use.” 

     Fr. Grippo was able to confirm that An-
nunciation School will retain its name.  This 
was of concern to current school parents 
and our supportive alumni.  Helping to 
make this decision easier was the fact that, 
although the parishes are merging, Our La-
dy of Fatima School had closed a number 
of years ago, which meant that no school 
merger was necessary. 

     One of the expenses associated with the 
merger was quickly realized by the commit-
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tee tasked with merging the CYO programs 
of the two former parishes.  While Annunci-
ation Parish has a massive CYO program, 
which spans six different sports, Our Lady 
of Fatima had just three basketball teams at 
the 7th- and 8th-grade levels.  Since CYO is 
parish-based, not school-based, uniforms 
which identify the team’s parish name would 
need to be replaced. 

     The recommendation of that committee 
was for a gradual phase in of new uniforms 
over approximately three years (the average 
lifespan of a uniform).  Given that a parish 

name won’t even be decided 
until next summer, all CYO 
teams will be utilizing the 
same uniforms as they did 
last year.  

     The merged parish will 
have two churches, one 
school, one rectory and one 
convent.  The school, recto-
ry and convent will be based 
on Westchester Avenue.  
The parish Finance Council 
has been actively investigat-
ing the rental of the former 
Our Lady of Fatima School, 

while the former Fatima Rectory is being 
utilized for the special needs religious educa-
tion program.   

     The Mass schedule has been streamlined 
too, reflecting a declining number of priests 
available to say Mass.  Annunciation Church 
now has four Sunday Masses and a Saturday 
evening Mass, while Our Lady of Fatima has 
two Sunday Masses and one Saturday even-
ing Mass.  As mandated by the Archdiocese, 
each church continues to have weekday 
Masses, and sacraments will be celebrated at 
both churches on a regular basis. 

     The parish is fortunate to have three 
priests in residence as well as three weekend 
associates and three deacons. 

 

The new parish logo. 
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How to Get Home! 
 

Letters to the Editor 

 

To the Editor:     

 

     Just a quick note to thank you for the wonderful news-
letter.  I have just finished reading the latest.  I became 
immersed in Father Giannini’s reflection, which brought 
back so many warm feelings. I recall the Giannini Family.  
I recall the wonderful, wonderful nuns - Sr. Francis Rose, 
Sr. Rose Patricia, Sr. Mary Ann, Sr. Denise, Sr. Marie Em-
manuel and, of course, Sr. Dominic and her warm cook-
ies.  Fr. Giannini’s reflection brought back the wonderful 
feeling of Crestwood and mornings when I would walk 
from our home on Hollywood Avenue on an early, cold 
morning to serve Mass.  And I had never been aware of 
Stevie Palen’s efforts to get us the sandlot where we spent 
so many afternoons and Saturdays playing ball. 

     I was saddened to learn that the Grotto is no more - 
what a wonderful place, where we would begin and end 
the Procession of the Stations of the Cross during Lent.  
The practice of 8th-grade boys doing the readings from 
the wonderful old pulpit without any amplification stood 
me in good stead in my later years. 

    It was so nice to see pictures of old girlfriends, and sad 
to read of deaths in families of classmates. 

     Thank you for your efforts in bringing the Spirit of An-
nunciation to us. 

 
   Bob Burlinson ‘52 

 

 

To the Editor: 

 

     Recent articles bring to mind a story about Msgr. 
Dugan.  Many of the parishioners did not know that our 
beloved Monsignor Dugan had a jokester side to him.  
Somehow, and we were never able to figure out how, he 
obtained stationary from my dad’s company, Stern Merritt, 
and also from the Amend law firm. (The Amend Family 
were also parishioners.) 

     He would then send letters back and forth to each firm 
stating various things/events/complaints/compliments, 
many of which had little or nothing to do with the particu-
lar firm.  He never would reveal his source of the letter-
head though, and we were never able to figure out how he 
it got it, much to his delight. 

     In the summer of 1954, I worked in New York City.  
Prior to work, I did attend morning Mass at 7:00 at An-
nunciation.  Even if I was tired and thought about skip-

ping Mass on a certain day, I couldn’t because Monsignor 
Dugan would wait for me to arrive and then give me mail to 
be mailed only in the city.  He wouldn’t start Mass until he 
gave me his mail, and if for any reason I wasn’t going to be 
able to attend, I would call him the night before so that Mass 
would start on time. 

     Monsignor was a stickler for everyone to arrive 
for Sunday Mass on time. You tried very hard to be there and 
seated before he came out of the sacristy, because he would 
invite late comers to come up front where there was an pew 
reserved for such people.   Once invited, you NEVER again 
got to Mass late! 

     My memories of our beloved Monsignor are filled with 
much love.  He was indeed a very, very special and holy man. 

 

    Martha Skinner 

    Former parishioner 
 

 

 
If you want to make a 

statement that tells  
everyone where you’re 

from, here’s the  

Exit 8 car magnet.   

 
Exit 8 is Vermont Ter-

race Crestwood Station.  

The magnet makes a 

great stocking stuffer.   

 
The $5/magnet sup-

ports the alumni pro-

gram.  Contact 

mtmc525@aol.com to 

place your order. 

mailto:mtmc525@aol.com?subject=Car%20magnet
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     Sixth-grader Olivia Oshiro had an amaz-
ing summer.  The 11-year-old from Yonkers 
was selected from among hundreds of appli-
cants to compete in Rachel Ray’s Kids Cook-off 
on the Food Network channel. 

     The soft-spoken Olivia has loved cooking 
since she was about 4 years old.  Like any 
aspiring chef, she says that she looks at vari-
ous recipes before deciding how she will 
make her dish.  “I don’t really cook from one 
recipe.  I look up lots of recipes and try to 
incorporate a few things from each of them 
in order to make it my own.” 

     Her favorite part of a meal is dessert and 
she says that her signature dish is tiramisu.  
After that, she says French macaroons are her second favor-
ite thing to make.  But when it comes to eating, Olivia says 
that penne alla vodka is her go-to dish when ordering out in 
a restaurant. 

     With the help of her mother, Olivia made an audition 
tape and filled out an application to compete on the show.  
She says she wanted to participate in the show because she 
loves competition and wanted to see what else she could 
learn about cooking. 

     The competition started with eight contestants ranging in 
age from 9 to 13 years old.  With one contestant eliminated 
each week, the children were hoping that each round they’d 
be able to put out their best dish. 

     The first round saw Olivia whipping up a sweet and sa-
vory corn salsa with spicy guacamole and fresh tortilla chips.  
Also in the first round, they were paired up with another 
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contestant.   

     Olivia made it to the second round where 
she prepared a blue cheese grilled chicken 
caesar wrap.  Unfortunately, at the end of this 
round, the guest judge decided that Olivia 
was the contestant to be eliminated. 

     Still, Olivia was thrilled for the experience.  
She says it was fun to be set up with the mi-
crophones and to see how the wardrobe peo-
ple selected from the outfits that she brought 
to the studio.  There were on-camera inter-
views to give, as well as the actual cook-
ing.  The entire series took place over two 
weeks in July. 

     As for Rachel Ray, Olivia says that she 
was “really nice and friendly with the kids.”  Rachel was also 
a good mentor during the filming.  “Some of the best advice 
she gave me was to always put out all of the ingredients 
first.  She also told us to always keep eye contact with the 
camera and to not forget to smile!”  

     In addition to Rachel Ray, Olivia met Robert Irvine, a 
British celebrity chef and host of the Food Network’s Res-
taurant:  Impossible.  She also met Youtube fast food critic 
Daymon Patterson, the judge who ultimately decided that 
Olivia’s wrap didn’t make the cut. 

     She says she’d do it all again, however, because “It was 
fun, and I made friends with all the other kids.”  Ultimately, 
the experience helped improve her cooking skills, and im-
proving her cooking skills is very important to Olivia, be-
cause one day she hopes to host her very own television 
cooking show. 

 

Olivia at work in the  

kitchen. 

We asked our Facebook members who their favorite celebrity chef was.  Answers included: 

 Lidia Bastianich  Mario Batali  Alton Brown 

 Tom Colicchio  Ree Drummond  Guy Fieri   

 Bobby Flay  Ina Garten  Alex Guarnaschelli  

 Mike Isabella  Emeril Lagasse  Jacques Pepin   

 Rachel Ray 

And the winner is….Bobby Flay is Annunciation’s favorite celebrity chef (in a very unscientific poll!) 

Facebook Asks:  Who is your favorite celebrity chef? 
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     This past June marked the final school year for five long-
time Annunciation teachers—Louis Capozi, Nora Parisi, 
Lorraine Russo, Joyce Schelle and Janice Zeitler—who trad-
ed in their grading books and Smartboards for the relaxation 
and bliss of retirement, when they accepted an early retire-
ment incentive plan that was offered by the Archdiocese of 
New York. The Annunciator caught up with the newly-retired 
teachers to dive back into their beginnings and see what 
their plans are for the future.   

 

Louis Capozi 

 

     Mr. Capozi, who came to Annunciation in 1991, has run 
the gamut in responsibilities during his tenure at the school. 
In addition to being a third-grade teacher, a Math 9 teacher 
and a mathematics teacher to third, fifth and eighth grades, 
he served as school principal, 
from 1995 to 1997. 

     Over his 24 years at Annunci-
ation, Mr. Capozi said he has wit-
nessed many changes, most nota-
bly the school’s shift to become 
more technologically equipped. 
When he started, he explained, 
there were no computers or com-
puter room. That soon would 
change as the Internet and per-
sonal computers started to gain 
popu l a r i t y .  He  r eca l l ed , 
“Gradually, a computer room was 
begun where the students received instruction as a class. 
Then laptops were introduced, and students received com-
puter instruction in the classroom. Today, laptops are used 
each day in varied aspects of the student’s education.” Be-
fore Smartboards were introduced, he said, teachers were 
showcasing work on an overhead projector.  

     Before computers, he added, report cards were written by 

hand and tests and worksheets were run off on a rexograph 
machine. “I remember the joyful day when Annunciation 
School received a Xerox machine for the teachers,” he said. 
“It made life much easier.” 

     Mr. Capozi said he has also seen a shift in the school’s 
curriculum and approaches to teaching. “We have moved 
from the lecture/question-and-answer style of teaching to a 
more student investigative and research approach. Testing 
has increased, but the use of statistics and information gen-
erated from testing has helped address various educational 
programs,” he explained. 

     As he looks back on his years, Mr. Capozi said he hopes 
students remember how much he enjoyed working with 
them. “I felt responsible for their educational futures,” he 
explained. “I hope that my teaching reflected that.” Always 
organized and thorough, Mr. Capozi said his goal was to 
create an environment free of tension or pressure, and one 
where students felt comfortable to ask questions or for help. 
     Mr. Capozi said he is still trying to get used to the extra 
time he now has. He is currently in the throes of organizing 
four decades’ worth of papers from the various programs he 
has taught, and his home and garden always need upkeep, he 
said. Reading and caring for his pets—cats, birds and squir-
rels—he said, also fills his time.  

     A history buff—Mr. Capozi was always able to recite the 
names of each president, their terms in office and political 
party—said he is also planning to visit various historic sites 
along the East Coast, most notably, Washington, D.C., 
where he may inquire about a part-time job.  

     Reflecting on his time at Annunciation, Mr. Capozi said 
there is a reason he spent so many years at the school. “I 
consider the students, faculty, parents, and the various prin-
cipals I worked for as the school’s greatest assets,” he said. 
“Our population has remained strong and this is a reflection 
of  the  positive programs  that have always made Annuncia- 
                                                                  Continued on page 5 
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tion School an outstanding educational  institution. I was 
always proud to say that I worked at Annunciation School.”                                                                                                                                

 

Nora Parisi 

 

     Mrs. Parisi said she is still adjusting to retired life. Teach-
ing 34 years, 25 of which was spent at Annunciation in front 

of a fourth-grade class, Mrs. Parisi has 
seen much change. She recalled that 
French, not Spanish, used to be the 
language taught to students, and that 
her class size has grown over the years. 
She has served under four principals 
and had to master the use of Smart-
boards in her classroom. 

     Among the many wonderful teach-
ing memories she has experienced, 
Mrs. Parisi said her yearly ancestor 
project, which asked students to write 

a summary of where their ancestors hailed from and create a 
paper person dressed in that native garb, was something she 
hopes students remember. She added that her after-school 
class—plastic canvas weaving—was always a source of fun 
for her and her charges. 

     Mrs. Parisi said the strength of the school lies in its 
“awesome faculty.” She explained, “We always helped each 
other. We shared good times and bad, and they will be my 
friends forever.” 

 

Joyce Schelle 

 

     Mrs. Schelle may be officially retired, but she shows no 
signs of slowing down. The seasoned teacher has been hard 
at work, arranging fund-raising events with her son for the 
organization Hands Up for Haiti, which saw her auction off 
her own artwork at a Stamford art gallery to benefit the 
cause. Her charitable son has visited the disease-ravaged 
country three times, and is now hoping to start a non-profit 
charity to help the people of Haiti. Mrs. Schelle said she will 
surely aid her son in his efforts. 

     Not quite ready to hang up her teaching hat, she is tutor-
ing, babysitting her cousin’s children and is teaching CCD at 
St. Patrick’s School in Yorktown, N.Y., which is something 
she did many years ago when her son started kindergarten. 
In addition, she also works on the school’s St. Joseph’s Fam-
ily Workshop, which meets each month. 

     Mrs. Schelle also devotes time to her artwork, which will 

come as no surprise to her many charges at Annunciation, 
who were blessed to have her as their art and art history 
teacher for many years. For 17 years, Mrs. Schelle served as 
the school’s art teacher, instructing the school’s youngest 
and oldest students. “I loved every minute of it,” Mrs. 
Schelle said. 

     In addition, she taught French and French culture classes, 
and also helped Annunciation students learn to read in small
-group instruction. During her final years, she served as the 
school’s librarian, which was of particular interest to her 
since she was able to impart her love of books to students. 
“It was a great joy for me to share the books of my favorite 
authors/illustrators...” she said. “I was also able to share my 
great love of books and learning.” 

     But it was her love of art and teaching art that she feels 
students will remember the most. She recalled the art history 
papers she required students to write, as well as the “Mrs. 
Schelle Flower” and “Turkey Lurkey” assignments she gave 
her budding artists. She helped students construct altar piec-
es for Mass and pieces that were auctioned off. “What a joy 
these projects were for all of us,” she said. 

     Mrs. Schelle said she continues to pray for everyone at 
Annunciation every day, and she is so thankful for having 
met each colleague and student. “Annunciation was a won-
derful school when I began teaching there and is still a won-
derful school,” she said. “The students were special to me 
then as they are now. Each child is very unique and special. I 
have loved them all and I believe they all knew it! As we 
know, children are very smart, and they know if you are sin-
cere!” 

 

Janice Zeitler 

 

     Mrs. Zeitler started her long career at Annunciation as a 
substitute teacher during the 1975-76 school year. The fol-
lowing year, Miss Wascak, as she was known then, became a 
full-time first-grade teacher, working next to Miss Pizzuti, 
who became her mentor and partner.  

     As the years went on, and Mrs. Zeitler’s family grew, she 
took on different positions, including stints in seventh and 
third grades, and also took some time off to raise her two 
children. In 1994, she returned permanently to teach kinder- 

garten. While she went back to teach third again, she was 
tapped in 2011 to teach the school’s first-ever pre-
kindergarten class, which is where she stayed until retiring 
last school year. 

     Reflecting  on  her  time  at  Annunciation,  she  said  the 

 
                                                                    Continued on page 6 

Mrs. Nora Parisi 
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 building itself hasn’t physically changed “all that much ex-
cept in recent years, all nooks and crannies are used for 

more than storage.” She 
remembered when the 
school had a supply store, 
located in the room across 
from the current nurses’ 
office, where students were 
able to purchase what they 
needed in the class-
room. That room also 
served as faculty room. It 
was open during lunch, 
which back then, she said, 
students were able to go 
home to eat.  

     She recalled fond memo-
ries  of  playing  “Around  the World” in math to help third- 

 

graders memorize their multiplication tables, and she said 
some of her kindergarteners from “long ago may remember 
cooking alphabet soup in the classroom or sledding down 
the hill outside by the schoolyard.” That was when kinder-
garten was only half-day and she had two classes in the 
morning and afternoon.    

     Mrs. Zeitler said she is still adjusting to her new-found 
time. She has been catching up on projects that have fallen 
by the wayside over the years, and has started new hobbies 
like tai chi and drawing. She has enjoyed being able to read 
uninterrupted and swim regularly, and plans to travel to the 
northwest to see the Canadian Rocky Mountains. 

     When asked what kept her coming back to Annunciation 
each year, she said, “I always felt that Annunciation's 
strength was its sense of family.  It became my second 
home.  I had always appreciated the unity between teachers 
and parents.  Parental support meant the world to me.  You 
knew that we were all on the same side … to provide a good 
caring and educational environment for the students.”   

The Annunciator 

Mrs. Janice Zeitler 

 

Parish Welcomes New Priest 

     Annunciation-Our Lady of Fatima was 
blessed with a new member when newly or-
dained Fr. Jean-Marie Vianney Uzabakiriho 
was assigned to our parish. 

     A native of Rwanda, Fr. Jean-Marie is the 
fourth of five sons raised in the town of Mu-
sanze.  From a very young age, Fr. Jean-Marie 
was drawn to Church by his love of the Mass.  
He was an altar server and realized that he 
could see something of himself in his parish 
priests.  A white missionary from Belgium, Fr. 
Rene Duchamps, was particularly inspiring. 

     Fr. Jean-Marie entered the minor seminary 
at the age of 14, which he describes as 
“something that I wanted for myself.”  He says, “I was en-
couraged by my family, but my enrollment was very much 
self-motivated.” 

     Initially, Fr. Jean-Marie thought that he wanted to be a 
missionary, and he connected with the Vincentians congre-
gation who sent him to Columbia in South America.  While 
there, he learned to speak fluent Spanish, but it was also 
while there that he realized that he didn’t have quite the right 
fit with the Vincentians.         

     “Life is all about discernment,” says Fr. 
Jean-Marie.  “The priesthood is great, and 
missionary life is greater, but I needed to 
find the right fit for me.  At that time, I was 
also in touch with a former neighbor from 
Rwanda who now lived in the United States.  
She was very religious and suggested that I 
consider coming to the U.S.A.” 

     After a meeting with a priest from the 
New York Archdiocese who was visiting 
Columbia, the possibility of coming to New 
York became a reality.   

     Fr. Jean-Marie misses his family, especial-
ly his mother, who lives in Rwanda.  He was 

thrilled when she was able to come to New York for his or-
dination with the assistance of one of his brothers. 

     When asked about his experience in his new parish, Fr. 
Jean-Marie says, “The people are so nice and at the end of 
Mass when I stand outside and greet them.  They are so wel-
coming.  I am especially impressed with the altar server pro-
gram.  There are 165 altar servers in this parish.  This shows 
that the families are supportive and that the church is in their 
hearts.”      

Fr. Jean-Marie 
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         The 2014-2015 Annunciation Alumni Annual Fund closed the year at $43,875, exceeding the goal of $30,000 by 46%.  
The success of this campaign is critical to maintaining the quality of our parish-based school, and our alumni are vital con-
tributors to the donations that allow the school to thrive and help to keep the cost of a Catholic education affordable. 

     We are indebted to those who participated in multiple ways: responding to our #GivingTuesday campaign; responding 
to our mailed and emailed letters; responding to updates in this newsletter; making class gifts in honor of a reunion; making 
gifts in memory of or in honor of someone (see sidebar); and responding to the very generous benefactor who created a 
challenge grant in honor of the Feast of the Annunciation.  We were able to match every dollar that was offered in that 
challenge grant! 

 Gifts were made In Memory of the 
following: 

 

Sr. Agnes William, O.P. 

Sr. Jean Imelda, O.P. 

Angela Auteri 

Eleanor and James Burke 

Barbara Cataldo ‘56 

Belmont Cherico 

George Coleman ‘84 

Vincent and Florence D'Alessandro 

Eugene J. and Sally Donovan (2 gifts) 

Margaret and Bill Finneran 

Seamus Finnerty 

Mrs. Peter “Didi” Fleischner 

Ann and Charles Florio 

Noel Fordrung ‘49 

Peter Garst ‘48 

Grace & Redvers Horncastle  

Raymond Horncastle ‘54 

Daniel J. Houlihan 

Sara Hult Sullivan 

Larry Keyes ‘51 

Helen and Bill Ludt 

Don and Virginia McArthur 

Dorothy C. Merolla 

John F. Nestor ‘59 

Mary Quinn 

Dr. Robert Quintano ‘56 (2 gifts) 

Frank and Catherine Reilly 

John and Catherine Scarpone 

Mildred and Virgil Shupe 

Gary ‘56, Kenneth ‘64 &  

     Steven ‘67 Shupe 

Camille Smith 

                     Continued on page 11 

     A special gift has come full circle—from the hands of Annunciation’s 
founding pastor, to a class of 8th graders, to a young priest, to an alumnus 
and then back to the school.  And the trip took 61 years! 

     For 10 months in late 1953 and through July 1954, Fr. James Cox was 
assigned to Annunciation Parish.  He was 28 years old, and an enthusiastic 
beloved priest who really connected with the children at Annunciation 
School even in his short time in the parish. 

     Msgr. Timothy Dugan, the founding Pastor of Annunciation Church and 
Annunciation School, with whom Fr. Cox worked, had a tradition of giving 
each member of the graduating class a silver dollar.  Fifty-six students grad-
uated from Annunciation School in June of 1954 and were the recipients of 
a shiny silver dollar along with their diploma. 

     Just one month after graduation, Fr. Cox was named Chaplain at Rock-
land Psychiatric Center in Orangeburg, NY.  Upon learning this, the Class 
of 1954 decided to give all of their silver dollars to Fr. Cox.  He had clearly 
made a great impression on these students.  Humbled by the gift, Fr. Cox 
was very pleased to accept it, knowing that he would carry those coins with 
him wherever life would take him. 

                                                                                 Continued on page 10 

Special Gift Comes Full Circle 

The Class of 1954 Gift 
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Annual Fund Report  

We are thankful to the following donors who contributed to the success of our 2014-2015 campaign! 

 

 

Kathryn Angelilli Sullivan ‘78  

Daniel Sullivan ‘78 

Michael Gilchrist ‘79 

Kenneth Deasy ‘90 

Regina Possavino ‘93 

 

 

Supporter Circle ($100—$249) 

 

Richard Burke ‘48 

Thomas Hanifer ‘49 

William McCafferty ‘49 

Adelaide Amend ‘50 

Josephine Budenz Palermo ‘51 

George P. Clark ‘52 

W. Garry Doncourt ‘52 

Isabel Wilkinson Kimmel ‘52 

Edward G. McAnaney ‘53 

Peter Dirr ‘54 

Joan Lantry O’Leary ‘54 

Thom Rinaldi ‘54 

Katherine Nestor Yurista ‘56 

Henry Powell ‘56 

Gail Ackon Leggat ‘57 

Vincent D’Alessandro ‘57 

Eugene Hult ‘58 

Maureen Shupe McGrath ‘58 

Sheila Waters ‘58       

Virginia Fox ‘59 

Elizabeth Murphy ‘59 

Bob Murray ‘59 

Richard Cataldo ‘60 

Ellen Fleming ‘60 

Carolyn Mangone White ‘60 

Judith & Donald McArthur ‘60 

Robert Salvati ‘60 

Ann Samuels Fabrizio ‘60 

Alice Wilkinson Soto ‘60 

Mary Campbell Caldwell ‘61 

Linda Rapuano & Joseph Dirr ‘61 

Mary Falvella Brown ‘61 

 

 

 

William Ludt ‘61 

Morgan McCarren ‘61 

Louis Quintano ‘61 

Nancy Waters ‘61 

Christina Hult Brown ‘62 

Ralph L. Maccarone ‘62 

Karen Oppermann Wasp ‘62  

Robert Wasp ‘62 

Thomas Mitchell ‘63 

Jeanette Byrnes Johnson ‘65 &  

     Martin Johnson 

Judith Casey Vitolo ‘65 

Patricia DeStasio Greiner ‘65 

James W. Light ‘65 

Ross Scovotti ‘65 

Paul Allen ‘66  

Mark Avallone ‘67 

Jody Corey-Bloom ‘67 

Ellen Tedaldi ‘67 

Michael Coneys ‘69 

Philip Grealy ‘69 

Katherine Bantz Stipicevic ‘70 

Karen Coneys ‘70 

Joseph Feeks ‘70 

Barbara Houlihan Hecht ‘70 

Robert Kramer ‘70 

Patricia Lee Tarpey ‘70 

Lucille Marino DeSimone ‘70 

Barbara Suren Haller ‘70 

Laura & Brian Murphy ‘71 

Daniel Sweeney ‘71 

Sheryl Weireter McCafferty ‘71  

Timothy Burke ‘72 

Jeanne M. Marconi ‘72 

Patricia O’Loughlin ‘72 

Laura Hepp ‘75 

Eugene Kelley ‘75 

Thomas Schultze ‘75 

Leslie Egan ‘76 

Maureen Gill Clark ‘76 

                          

                        Continued on page 9 

Angel Gabriel Circle ($1,000+) 

 

Lillian Claire Benway Pullano ‘51 

The Class of 1954 courtesy of Msgr. 

      James Cox (see story on page 7) 

Catherine Fleischner ‘55 

Judee Arnstein ‘68  

John Vezza ‘74 

Diane Doyle Vezza ‘75       

Mary Theresa Gill McCombe ‘75 

Deirdre O’Connor ‘75 

 

Knight Circle ($500—$999) 

 

Mary Anne Miller ‘48 

Anonymous ‘50 

John Scarpone ‘60 

Charles Menzie ‘63 

Carol Morelli Kozloski ‘71 

Carolyn Smith Stewart ‘71 

Gregory Spero ‘74 

Margaret Finneran Hark ‘75 

Kevin O’Brien ‘76 

Thomas Sullivan ‘76 

Jeanine McDermott O’Brien ‘77  

Peter Spero ‘83 

 

Scholar Circle ($250—$499) 

 

Lynn Shea ‘50 

Ronald Seelbach ‘56 

Angela Donovan ‘57 

Mike Drake ‘61 

Joseph Houlihan ‘68 

Nancy O’Loughlin Keelan ‘70 

Laureen McDermott Coyne ‘71 

Marion Conner Samson ‘72 

Sharon & William Gallagher ‘72 

Aileen O’Rourke ‘73 

Robert Ferrari ‘75 

Jennifer & Michael McKeon ‘77 

Robert Weireter ‘77 
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Michael Allen ‘77 

Ann Langan Hoffman ‘78 

Michael Burger ‘80 

Monique Geissler Keane ‘80 

Anne Gormley Lancaster ‘80 

Thomas O’Connor ‘80 

Tim Finneran ‘81 

Joseph Cosgrove ‘90 

Cami Zinzi O’Brien ‘90 

Aileen Finnerty Doohan ‘00 

Rebecca Turkel ‘00 

Maura Finnery ‘04 

Nicholas Powers ‘05 

Carol M. Coleman (Parent) 

Elizabeth Conlon (Parent) 

Betsy Finnerty (Parent 

June & John Gill (Parent) 

Mary McLoughlin &  

        John Magnus (Parent) 

Marie & Richard Monaco (Parent) 

Leslie & Gene Sepe (Parent) 

Nancy & Jim Walsh (Parent) 

 

 

Friend Circle ($1—$99) 

 

Nancy Ann Clark Garst ‘50 

Jean Fordrung Stellato ‘50 

Lois Murphy Juan ‘50 

Mary Ellen Quinn St. Pierre ‘50 

Barbara Higgins Weinstein ‘51 

Kathee Eyth Shost ‘52 

Marcella Donovan McGovern ‘53 

Albert B. Krug, Jr. ‘53 

Karen Nobile Shupe ‘53 

October 2015 

Anonymous ‘54 

Rae Freedson Bottino ‘54 

Marianne Maloney Dowling ‘54 

Mike Palen ‘54  

Carolyn Bond Merlino ‘55 

Edward O’Dowd ‘55 

Phyllis Eyth O’Brien ‘56 

Mary Kay Kehoe Flannery ‘56 

Arliene Weirauch Cortellessa ‘56 

Anonymous ‘57 

Constance Dougherty ‘57 

Raymond Keenan ‘58 

Sandy Mallardi Palen ‘58  

Ellen Reid Heydet ‘58 

Frank Shea ‘58 

Ursula Amend Morris ‘59 

Elizabeth Carlock Stano ‘59 

Bettyann Murphy ‘59 

Ellen Brennan Snowdon ‘60 

Trudy Clark ‘60 

W. Bruce Connors ‘60 

Mary Jane Horncastle  

      Fitzpatrick ‘60 

Brian McAnaney ‘60 

Diane Regan Goldbach ‘60 

Connie Sullivan ‘60 

Robert C. Topping ‘60 

Bill Boylan ‘61 

Alice Byrnes Morilla ‘61 &  

     Carlito Morilla 

Anneliese & Thomas DeFloria ‘61 

Sally Donovan Allen ‘61 

Rosanne DiFabio Panio ‘61 

Gary Lamberson ‘61 

Theresa O’Connor McLean ‘61 

Paul Merolla ‘61 

Ana Perez Camayd ‘61 

 Annunciation-Our Lady of  Fatima Parish and Annunciation 
School are on Facebook!   

You can find more fun and interesting stories, plus a whole new 
conversation on our Facebook pages.  Don’t miss out on all the 

news!  

Andrea Petillo Kish ‘61 

Mary Ann Scheiderler Murray ‘61 

Edward Rolla ‘62 

Nancy Scovotti ‘62 

Sue Carpenter Singer ‘63 

Ray Mirra ‘63 

Peter M. Auteri ‘64 

Suzan & Thomas Richter ‘64 

James Salerno ‘64 

Maureen Fulton ‘65 

Denise Murphy Shepherd ‘65 

Mary O’Loughlin Knowles ‘65 

Michael Salvati ‘65 

Neal Sattler ‘65 

Walter Sullivan ‘65 

Michael Byrne ‘66 

Rosemary Daprino Flynn ‘66 

Ellen Brophy Morhart ‘67 

Georgia Gonda Mazarakis ‘67 

Barbara Grote Reddington ‘67 

Linda Kramer Hymans ‘67 &  

     Allen Hymans 

Marjorie & Paul Auteri ‘68 

Brian Cherico ‘68 

Vivian Andris Gioiella ‘70 

Mary McCadden Toich ‘70 

Maureen Moylan ‘70 

Alicia Barry Parrish ‘71 

Mark L. Maiello ‘71 

Stacey O’Toole Vellines ‘71 

Mary Filardo Codispoti ‘73 

Elizabeth Elser Sauerbrunn ‘74 

Catherine Florio Revellese ‘74 

Anne Spellman Crane ‘74 

Elizabeth Conner Varker ‘75 

Cathleen Corbett Shamieh ‘75 

                         Continued on page 10 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Annunciation-Church/113514832016683
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/groups/29340651170/
https://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/groups/29340651170/
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     After over thirty-three years in Orangeburg, Fr. Cox was assigned to St. Mary’s Church in Washingtonville, NY.  He was 
later assigned as Associate Pastor at St. Joseph’s Church in Croton Falls, NY.  Retirement then took him to Bainbridge, NY, 
where he recently celebrated his 90th birthday. 

     Fr. Cox receives a copy of The Annunciator every time it is published, and enjoys reading about his former parish.  When 
the Alumni Annual Fund was announced, he knew he wanted to give those coins back to the school as a gift, not from him-
self, but from the Class of 1954.  Fr. Cox had always considered himself to be the “custodian” of the coins for that class.  
Throughout the years, he had never considered giving them away or selling them for his own benefit.  He knew he was still 
holding onto them for that class. 

     At the same time, the Class of 1954 was preparing to celebrate the 60th anniversary of their graduation, and someone 
unearthed their class graduation photo, a photo that included Fr. Cox.  Upon seeing the photo of the beloved priest, Jim 
Fitzgerald ‘54, who lives in New Rochelle, NY, researched an address for Fr. Cox and then reached out to him by mail just 
to say hello.  Within a few days, the men had connected.  “Our first meeting was on the phone. And it was clear that he had 
not changed. I am sure that I had not changed either,” Jim said.  In short time, Jim made the trip to Bainbridge to see Fr. 
Cox in person. “When we met, we had both become old—me 75 and him 90. Yet we are the same people. He still a gentle, 
intelligent, kind, loving priest.  He was still active, filling in for  a local pastor who spent the entire winter in Florida. I think, 
this parish was about 15 miles away from his home.  He bought an all-wheel drive car and was saying nine Masses a week, 
hearing confessions, stations of the cross, weddings and funerals.,”  Jim reports.  “It was surprising to me how much he re-
membered of the Class of 1954. And he remembered me.” 

     Fr. Cox also noted the passage of time. “I was 28 when I last saw Jim, and here I was, about to turn 90,” marveled Fr. 
Cox when he reflected on the visit. “We did a lot of reminiscing that day.”  

     Fr. Cox asked Jim if he would do him the favor of finding out what the 56 silver coins would fetch at a coin/precious 
metals dealer.  Jim agreed to look into it, eventually taking possession of the coins and selling them for $1,205.  The dealer 
wrote the check out to Annunciation School, and Jim made sure the donation went to the Alumni Annual Fund.   

     When Annunciation principal, Maureen Noonan, read the letter that accompanied the donation check she says, “The  
words that ran through my head were awe, gratitude and loyalty.  I was amazed that for all these years Annunciation had 
made such a prominent impression on Fr. Cox.  I was overcome with gratitude to know Annunciation was remembered in 
such a heartfelt way.  I was so impressed by the loyalty that those associated with Annunciation have. This loyalty continues 
today with so many families moving back to Crestwood so their children can experience all that we have to offer in faith, in 
community and in academic excellence.” 

     The silver coins, pressed into the hands of eager graduates and then given with open hearts to a beloved priest, had been 
given with an open heart back to the school.  What a special gift that is! 

Continued from page 9 

Kerry Tracey ‘75 

Joanne Hill Prifti ‘78 

Carole Tedaldi Fitzpatrick ‘78 

Regina Conlon Pacicco ‘80 

Dede Elser LaRock ‘80 

Fady C. Maghak ‘80 

Gary Speier ‘80 

Georganne Stohr ‘80      

Mary Ann Walsh Sullivan ‘80 

Kimberly Koppel Hunter ‘84 

Jennifer Sullivan Rose ‘85 

Joanna Capozzo Napolitano ‘90 

Mary McGarry ‘90 

Brian Duffy ‘91 

Kara Duffy Mylod ‘97 

Sean Gallen ‘00 

Caitlin Maxwell ‘00 

Sean O’Connor ‘00 

Matthew Franzetti ‘01 

Christopher Franzetti ‘03 

Steven Franzetti ‘05 

Annual Fund – Special Gift  

Kyle McCombe ‘06 

Megan Franzetti ‘08 

Eugene Coffey (Parent) 

Donna Harrington (Parent) 

Margaret Keyes (Parent) 

Patricia & Jim Leyden (Parent) 

 

Matching Gift Companies 

IBM 

Merrill Lynch 

Verizon 

Annual Fund Report 
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Gifts were made in Memory of the following: 

 

Marie and Gregory Spero William Wik ‘71   Mr. & Mrs. Francis P. Grealy 

William Welch   Deceased alumni of Annunciation School 

 

Gifts were made In Honor of the following: 

 

Virginia Coleman ‘89  Jeanette Johnson ‘65  Mary Theresa Gill McCombe ‘75 

Feast of the Annunciation The Class of 1954  David ’74, Richard ’75 & Gracelyn Monaco ‘79  

Living alumni of Annunciation School            

 

 

Help Support Annunciation School 

If you appreciate the Annunciation School  

education that you received, please consider  

making a donation to the school today.   

Donations by Credit Card 

Via the School’s Website 

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving 

Donations by check 

Payable to Annunciation School 

465 Westchester Avenue 

Crestwood, NY 10707 

2015-2016 Annual Fund Goal is $50,000 
     With the start of the school year, we also launch the start 
of the 2015-2016 Annual Fund.  This year’s goal of $50,000 
is just a small percentage of the school’s total revenue budg-
et, but a big benefit in terms of how it helps the school and 
school families. 

     Annual fund money is unrestricted and as such it helps 
provide for the general operation of the school.  “An annual 
fund of this size reduces tuition by approximately 
$100/child.  With so many school families having more 
than one child enrolled, the savings can add up and helps to 
keep tuition increases at a reasonable level,” said principal, 
Maureen Noonan.   

     All alumni, current parents, parishioners and friends of 
Annunciation School are invited to help support vital, par-
ish-based, Catholic education by making a donation today. 
If you were kind enough to give last year, please consider 
making a donation again.  If you missed your opportunity 
last year, please consider being one of our newest donors 

this year. 

     We are pleased to announce that all gifts received 
between now and December 31, 2015—up to a total of 
$10,000—will be matched by one of our generous alum-
ni!  
     We welcome donations by credit card and check and can 
accept donations of stock. (Please call the school at 914-337-
8760 and ask for the assistant principal, Erin McHale, if you 
would like to make a stock donation.)  You can use the 
online link at the bottom of this page to make a secure dona-
tion today. 

     Our annual fund solicitation will be in the mail very soon.  
Please consider making a donation in memory or in honor of 
a loved one, a friend or a former teacher.  Help us make the 
most of this extraordinary matching opportunity and help us 
jumpstart this year’s fund!  

     Look for updates on how our annual fund is doing in fu-
ture newsletters and on the school’s website. 

Annual Fund—Memorial Gifts 

October 2015 

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving/
http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving
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Do you remember….. 

Rotary phones? There was no memory, record or identifi-
cation of your calls or callers.  You couldn’t leave the vicinity 
of the phone which gave much more meaning to the words 
“hold on.”  But, the connection was almost always clear, you 
didn’t have to find somewhere with 3 bars or more and the 
choice of ring tone was made for you. 

 

When New York State license plates were 
actually the state colors (orange and blue)? 
To register the car, you applied a sticker in a 
designated place in the corner of the plate. That 
was eventually replaced with a window sticker 
next to the one for inspections. Good thing too 
– that plate sticker was often a victim of the 
harsh outdoor environment. NYS plates are 
now blue and orange again (well, most of them). 

 

Sprinklers? – The only places with “irrigation systems” 
when I was growing up were farms and golf courses. You 
watered the lawn by manually moving a sprinkler from place 
to place. They came in two main designs: rotary that threw a 
disc-shaped spray of water and oscillating, that emitted a fan 
of water that could be directed right, left or allowed to cover 
both sides of the sprinkler axis.  Either worked well enough 
for cooling down in on hot summer days. Hey, sprinkler 
party! 

 

When you had to be there to watch TV?  
No analog (VCR) or digital recording devic-
es were really available for home use until 
about 1975 – and they were rare. If you 
wanted to watch you favorite TV show(s) 
you scheduled your day around it. No sec-
ond chances until rerun time or worse, until 
after cancellation and syndication began. 

 

Encyclopedias? – Before computers there was a set of 
books you could use to research topics of interest. It may 
not have contained the topic you desired or had enough 
about it to answer your questions, but unlike the Internet, 
what you did find in it was most likely accurate and true.  
And there was always the library if you needed more – an-

The Annunciator 

other reason we used to get out of the house more. 

 

When you practiced “duck and cover?” Atomic bombs are 
still with us but the Soviet Union and the Berlin Wall aren’t. 
China is now a trading partner. So why do we still have nucle-
ar weapons? You were supposed to duck the moment you 
saw a flash from an atomic detonation and take cover under 

or near your school desk. Good thing I 
went to Catholic school – prayer was the 
unspoken step 3 in the process. 

 

Pin Ball?  Space invaders and Pac Man 
started the digital game revolution. In-home 
and Internet gaming are the result. But be-
fore all that, a chrome ball shot by a loaded 
spring onto an inclined plane laced with 
light-up bumpers, scoring-holes and paddles 

to keep the ball in play was the only form of man vs. machine 
entertainment. 

 

When you could cut grass without a motor?  Once in a 
great while you still see them: powerless lawn mowers. Pow-
erless is not quite accurate. The power came from you. You 
pushed and the wheels turned a series of blades that quietly 
cut the lawn. They were the ultimate in green technology (no 

pun intended).  The trouble was it made 
you tired – really tired. A thick wet lawn 
was nearly impossible to cut. And, you 
had to keep those blades sharp, which 
brings us to another memory. Do you 
remember… 

 

The knife sharpener? Heralded by the 
sound of a loud gong, there was a knife 
sharpener (or maybe two) who patrolled 

the streets of Crestwood now and again in 
the era of the early 60s (and I guess earlier) 
until….well, I don’t know.  He had a small 

van that contained a grinding machine. You stopped him and 
brought out what you wanted sharpened. He did it right there 
in front of your house. He, like the milkman, eventually faded 
away with time, never to return except in our memories.  

     Take a moment to remember. That milk sure tasted good. 

By Mark L. Maiello ‘71 

 

 

A standard rotary phone. 

A pushmower gave you lots of 

exercise. 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_yHM1oCi_AsA/TFD3LKA6woI/AAAAAAAAAd0/7vtQ9Dn5VvM/s1600/bigstock_Vintage_Rotary_Phone_1233145.jpg
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     I always thought I was somewhat busy with school: 
studying, swim practice, Boy Scouts and having fun with 
my friends.  That was, of course, until 8th grade.  I started 
my school year knowing I would be adding my search for a 
high school to my schedule, and I was pretty excited.  I tru-
ly had no idea what this school year had in store for me. 

     My day-to-day routine has stayed pretty much the same. 
I have to be at school by 8:15, so I am up by 7.  Each 
morning, I wake up, shower, dress, eat breakfast and pack 
my lunch.  My sisters and I then head over to school, line 
up in the back schoolyard and wait until it is time for our 
class to enter the building.  At the entrance, our new pastor, 
Father Grippo, greets the students as they walk in.  Once 
we are in the classroom, we unpack our 
backpacks and say prayers and the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Once we are 
settled, ELA class begins. 

     We begin class by handing in any 
assignment that is due, and then we 
begin our lesson.  This week we are 
reviewing the uses of commas and end 
punctuation, which is quite tricky, I 
might add.  We are also working on a 
writing assignment and debate on the 
topic of the Syrian refugee crisis.  

     A few years ago our schedule went 
to block classes, which means that we 
have some of our subjects for 1-1/2 
hours every other day instead of 45 minutes each day, so we 
have more time to dive into these respective subjects.  

     After ELA, we cross the hall to science class.  This year 
we started learning about chemistry and chemical 
compounds.  Our teacher, Mrs. Loughery, makes science 
interesting by allowing us to do labs and projects that 
support the unit we are learning about.  This year, our 
textbooks were replaced with online tech books, allowing 
us to read articles, view videos and complete virtual labs all 
in one place.  We spend most of our class on our tech 
books and discussing our topics.  We try to do at least one 
lab per class to give us a visual representation of the unit.  

     Reading class is next, where we are currently studying 
the book We Fought Back.  We usually start off by reading a 
few pages of the book and then move on to an assignment 
based on that set of reading.   After that portion of reading 
class, we then review our vocabulary words and do one or 
two pages in our vocabulary review book.  After reading 

class, we head down to the schoolyard for recess.  Before 
lunch, we have a 23-minute recess outside then head back 
inside to the cafeteria for lunch. 

     After lunch, we head back upstairs for religion class, 
where we are currently discussing the Ten Commandments 
and their importance in our daily lives.  Since Pope Francis’ 
visit, we have done many interesting activities incorporating 
the Pope into our unit, which has made understanding the 
importance of God in our lives even more apparent.  At 
1:45 we start our last class, PE.  In PE, we usually do sets 
of exercises then play a game of kickball, baseball or foot-
ball.  We end our school day back in our homeroom to 
pack up for the day.  When school ends at 2:45, I walk 

home with my friends and get ready 
for the second part of my day. 

     My after-school schedule has al-
ways been the same: come home, eat 
a snack, and complete my homework.  
Then it’s dinner time and off to swim 
practice or Boy Scouts.  This year has 
been an eye-opener for me, because I 
always thought I was organized, but 
with the increased workload of pre-
paring for high school entrance ex-
ams and working on high school ap-
plications—I’m really busy now!   I 
have a TACH (high school entrance 
exam) prep class once a week, and I 

meet with another tutor once a week to help prepare for the 
several additional entrance exams I will have to take in the 
next few months.   

     Once I am finished with my homework and studying, I 
go through my checklist of what I have to work on.   I have 
been filling out my applications with my parents and spend-
ing time working on the various essays that are due with 
some of these applications.  It’s both really exciting and 
tiring all at the same time.  All I need to do is to keep fo-
cused over the next 6 months and know that high school is 
just around the corner!  Currently, I am planning to apply 
to Hackley, Loyola, Regis, Fordham Prep, Iona Prep and 
Xavier.  I think it’s going to be a tough choice this Febru-
ary, because I would love to go to any one of those schools!  

    I sometimes think I will have the same feeling next year 
when I start high school and realize I have never been as 
busy!  Wish me luck… 

By Matthew Merone ‘16 

 

Matthew Merone 

October 2015 
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Thistles ‘N Things 

     There is a very special shop in Crestwood, owned by Ja-
net O’Moore Speight ‘62, for over thirty-five years.  Janet 
specializes in outfitting children for their christening, First 
Communion or other special event and also carries attire for 
weddings and holidays.  Her personalized one-on-one atten-
tion to her customers has made Thistles ‘n Things a special 
shop and the place to go for important events in a child’s 
life,  Her shop is known not only in Crestwood, but in the 
tri-state area and beyond.  

     Thistles ‘n Things began in 1980 as a silk and dried flow-
er shop.  As the business 
grew, fresh flower arrange-
ments were added, a service 
which Janet brought to over 
500 weddings.   

     After graduating from 
Annunciation, Janet attend-
ed Maria Regina High 
School and Elizabeth Seton 
College.  She taught floral 
design at Iona College and 
created commercial floral 
displays for clients such as 
the New York Giants foot-
ball team and major corpo-

rations such as General Foods and Ethan Allan.  

     Janet’s interest in floral design began as a child when her 
joy was gardening in the backyard and putting together sim-
ple arrangements.  With all the education courses she took, 
it was the “home economics” class at Maria Regina that 
taught her so much about evaluating the quality of fabrics 
and clothing construction and clothing marketing.  She even 
made her own clothing and that of her children. It was a 
natural lead into this business of children’s clothing, party 
design and floral pieces. 

     Over the years, Thistles ‘n Things has evolved into a chil-
dren’s special occasion shop, carrying everything from cloth-
ing and dress shoes, to jewelry and 
hair accessories.  Invitations can be 
designed and ordered and all other 
needs for christenings, Communions, 
Confirmations and other special 
events can be found in Janet’s home-
based store. 

     Boy’s clothing from infant to size 
22 husky and girls from infant to size 
16 plus are available.  The selection 
Janet offers handles specialized sizes 
that no department store can accom-
modate.  It takes quite a bit of organi-

zation to make sure that she has the latest fashions as well as 
the most classic, traditional clothing.  In addition, a nice 
touch is a registry that ensures that no two girls have the 
same dress at the same affair.    

     Janet works with over 60 
grammar schools throughout 
the Archdiocese, helping par-
ents navigate the needs for the 
perfect celebration for their 
child when receiving a sacra-
ment.   

     Janet says, “The best thing 
about having this business is 
sharing some of the most beau-
tiful times in so many children’s 
lives and that of their parents.  
Having a home-based business 
makes it very personal for me 
and for them.  I just love it.  It makes me happy.” 

     When a business has been in operation for this long, it is 
inevitable that there will be repeat customers, “Some of the 
brides that I created wedding bouquets for are now back for 
christening and Communion clothing for their babies.  When 
I walk down the street and some of the little ones call out 
‘There is the Communion Lady,’ I smile.  I am part of their 
memory.” 

     Janet says that business really booms starting in Novem-
ber and right through mid-May when everyone is planning 
for the holidays, weddings, and for Communion.  She keeps 
her friend and former Annunciation classmate, Sandy Bantz 
Walters ‘62, at her side throughout the season.  Part-time 
ladies from the parish, like Janet’s mother and Rose McDer-
mott and others, make up her team who work seven days 
each week to ensure that all customers get the special one-
on-one attention that they deserve. 

     Janet and her husband, Christopher Speight, who owns 
the local business Grassy Sprain Hardware, are parents to 

five children and six grandchildren.  
Four of their children graduated from 
Annunciation and all live nearby: Mea-
gan O’Connell Frederick ‘87,  Terrence 
O’Connell ‘92,  Erin O’Connell DeSpo-
elberch ‘93 and Ryan Speight ‘03.   Ja-
net’s step-son, Evan Speight, now lives 
here after growing up in Rochester, NY. 

     If you are shopping for a special oc-
casion with your child, Janet welcomes 
you to stop by.  Thistles ‘n Things is 
online at thistlesnthings.com and on 
Facebook. 

The Annunciator 

 

Janet O’Moore Speight ‘62 

Ready for a christening. 

 

(L to R) Janet and Christopher’s children 

Ryan, Evan, Erin, Terry and Meagan. 

 

http://www.thistlesnthings.com/


New York City Visit by Pope Francis Inspires Students 
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     A number of school families were able to see Pope Francis 
during his visit to New York City in September.  The Pope, 
who arrived on September 24, took his motorcade through 
Central Park to bless the throngs who lined the Papal route as 
he made his way to say Mass at Madison Square Garden. 

     Seeing the Pope, even in Central Park, required tickets.  
Central Park tickets were given out in a general lottery open 
to everyone in the metropolitan area, while a set number of  
Papal Mass tickets were allotted to each parish in the Archdi-
ocese and then distributed by lottery within our parish.  The 
Cirulli, Squillante and Phibbs families saw Pope Francis in 
Central Park, while the Varker and Potenza families saw the 
Pope at the Mass. 

     Fifth-grader Sophia Cirulli said that “the experience of 
being in Central Park was amazing 
because it felt like I was sitting 
down and watching him on the 
television.  I will always remember 
where we were when he passed 
by, and I waved to him.” 

     The Squillante family, includ-
ing students Angelina, Francesco, 
Angelo and Neil, also saw Pope 
Francis in Central Park.  Neil, 
who is in 8th grade, says that the 
thing he will remember most is 
the few seconds leading up to and 
then seeing the Pope.  “Once we 
saw him, people were going crazy, 
and I had the best experience of 
my life.  I was so happy and grate-
ful that I got to see the Pope.”      

     His sister, Angelina, who is in 
2nd grade, prepared for this event 
by doing activities in class.  “We made a Pope Francis popsi-
cle, and I helped hand it out.”  Asked to reflect on how she 
felt when she saw the Pope, Angelina said, she “was so happy 
and felt so special.” 

     Her brother, 3rd-grader Francesco, was equally happy 
when the Pope came into view.  But what he loves the most 
is that “Pope Francis has the same name as I do.”  His broth-
er, Angelo, a 6th-grader, loves that Pope Francis is a very kind 
and humble man who loves the poor.  Seeing the Pope made 
him feel “holy and faithful.” 

     Ciaran Phibbs, who is in 5th grade, loved learning that 
Pope Francis “sneaks out of his house to visit the poor.”  He 
was very excited when the Pope was driving down the road 
and Ciaran looked over to see his mother crying with tears 

full of joy.  His sister, Eimear, a 2nd-grader, says that she 
loves that Pope Francis is an “extremely nice guy” and was 
equally awed by the effect that the Pope had on her mother.  
“My mom had to lay down, she was so excited.” 

     At least one alumnae saw the Pope on his motorcade 
through Central Park.  Katie Angelilli Sullivan ‘78 was right 
along the roadway when the Pope drove by.  She and alumni 
parents, Bernadette Leva, Geri Meara, Barbarann McLough-
lin, Suzy McLaughlin, Eileen Kilduff and Theresa McMah-
on, had an unobscured view that enabled them to look right 
at the Pontiff as he passed in his motorcade, and they were 
able to get a photo of the Pope looking right back at them! 

     Later that same day, the Potenza and Varker families 
were able to attend the Papal Mass at Madison Square Gar-

den.  Maria Potenza, who is in 
the 3rd grade, said that she 
loved the way that Pope Francis 
stopped to kiss all the sick chil-
dren.  “I’ll never forget how 
excited I was to see the Pope,” 
she said.  “It was great to see 
our Holy Father up close.”  

     Her sister, Natalia, who is in 
5th grade, said she was over-
come with joy when she saw 
Pope Francis.  She was happy 
that she was able to get some 
photos, and said she was “most 
impressed that Pope Francis is 
so modest.  His chair was very 
simple, and I love his car!” 

     Natalie Varker, who is also 
in the 5th grade, had never real-

ized that the Pope was such a big soccer fan.  She learned 
that from some of the research that her class did in school 
leading up to the Pope’s visit.  When she saw Pope Francis 
at Madison Square Garden she said, “I was so excited, I 
could hardly breathe.”   

     When asked what she loved most about the Pope, Na-
talie said, “I love that he doesn’t care whether you are rich 
or poor.  He pays more attention to the weak than the 
strong.  He is very humble.  He talks to you whether you’re 
popular or not.  He cares about everyone.” 

          The Pope’s trip to New York City was the result of 
many months of planning.  Turn to the “Class Notes” sec-
tion on page 19 for a link to an article outlining the instru-
mental roll that Al Kelly ‘72 played in ensuring that the Pa-
pal visit went smoothly.      

October 2015 

 

The Pope makes his way in a motorcade through 

New York City’s Central Park.   

Photo courtesy of Bernadette Leva 
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Photo Mysteries 

The Annunciator 

Mystery Stone Revealed 

 

 The mystery stone is no mystery.  Used to get into or out of a 
horse-drawn carriage, this stone helped with a “step up” into a 

far earlier mode of Crestwood transportation!   

 

Those who responded to the mystery include Frank Doyle ‘49, 
Jim Hill ‘74, Michele Sheehan Garrin ‘89, Judee Arnstein ‘68, 
Joe Feeks ‘70 and Maureen Lynch Gladding ‘87.  It’s no small 

surprise that some of these names grew up on Chittenden Ave-
nue, where two of these stones can still be found! 

Swim Team Photo 

Leewood Golf Club was a very popular place for Annunciation parishioners to belong if 

they wanted to play golf or join a pool!  Here, is the Leewood Swim Team with a trophy.  

Who can tell me what year this photo was taken?  How many Annunciation faces can you 

recognize from this photo? 



Deaths 
 

Please pray for the souls of the following deceased 
alumni: 

 

Wendy Schenk Lefebvre ‘72, sister of Deborah ‘67 

 

Thomas Connolly, Jr. ‘79, brother of Eileen ‘83,  

Raymond ‘81 and Christoper ‘90 

 

Please pray for the soul of: 

 
Doris Tierney, mother of Weekend Associate,  

Fr. Joseph Tierney 

 

We also pray for the souls of the following family of 
alumni: 

 
Bernadette Hild, mother of Bernadette ‘57 and  

Patricia ‘64 

 

Arthur Colligan, father of Arthur, Anne ‘71, Mary ‘73 and grandfa-
ther of five, including Thomas ‘06 and Elizabeth ‘08 McShane 

 

Jim O’Grady, father of Jim ‘74, Tom ‘75 and Paul ‘76 and grandfa-
ther of five, including Brendan ‘05, Catherine ‘07 and Brian ‘11 

 

Catherine “Kittie” Molloy, mother of John, Marian ‘68, Kathleen 
‘68, Eileen ‘70, Deirdre ‘75, Robert and  

Kerry ‘79 

 
Theresa Gadomski, mother of Stephen ‘64, Christopher, Anne 

Marie, Mary Helen, Richard and John Paul 

 

Eleanor P. Burke, mother of Sharon ‘62, Tim ‘72 and the late 
James ‘58 

 

Joseph Sadowski, father of Debra ‘78, Andrea, Glenn ‘81 and 
grandfather of five, including Emily ‘05, Kristen ‘05 and Michael 

‘11 Miano 

 

Elizabeth Murphy, mother of Bettyann ‘59, Brian ‘61, Rita Mary 
‘67, Kathleen ‘70, John ‘73 and the late James ‘57 and Kevin ‘65 

 

Elvira Angelori, mother of John ‘68, Joseph ‘70, Raymond ‘77 and 
Richard ‘79 and grandmother of six, including Alessandro ‘10 and 

Cristian ‘12 

 

Evelina Runco, mother of Daniel ‘06 and Alessandro ‘10 
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Parish Youth Group Formed 

     Annunciation-Our Lady of Fatima Parish has formed a 
new youth group that meets every Sunday after the 5:00 
Mass from 6-8 p.m. in the Parish Room of the Rectory.  
The group is open to all high school teens and includes 
dinner and dessert for all in attendance.   

     Plans for the group include trips, events and community 
service projects.  Leadership and mentoring training and 
other resources are provided.  The group will also focus on 
faith formation and spiritual themes with activities that con-
nect to daily life.   

     This is an opportunity to share your gifts and talents in a 
social and fun atmosphere.  If you are interested in learning 
more, please contact Jeannie Sweeney at 914-260-4287 or 
by email at jeanannesweeney@yahoo.com. 

 
 

 

 

Annunciation's Linkedin Group is for alumni, 

family and friends of Annunciation.  Join Annun-

ciation School (Crestwood, NY) today! 

 

The Annual Deceased Alumni Mass will be held 

on Saturday, November 7, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.  

Please come to this Mass and remember a de-

ceased loved one, friend or neighbor.  Notifica-

tion of the Masss has been sent to family mem-

bers of the deceased already.  If you have not 

already been contacted, please send an email to 

mtmc525@aol.com.  Thank you. 

Deceased Alumni Mass 

Mark Your Calendars! 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Annunciation-School-Crestwood-NY-4740855?itemaction=mclk&anetid=4740855&impid=4740855-1837503&pgkey=anet_about&actpref=anet_about-gbm&trk=anet_about-gbm-group&goback=%2Eanb_1837503_*2_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Annunciation-School-Crestwood-NY-4740855?itemaction=mclk&anetid=4740855&impid=4740855-1837503&pgkey=anet_about&actpref=anet_about-gbm&trk=anet_about-gbm-group&goback=%2Eanb_1837503_*2_*1_*1_*1_*1_*1
mailto:mtmc525@aol.com?subject=Deceased%20Alumni%20Mass


Births 

 

Meghan Dougherty Ryan ‘94 
and her husband, Martin, are 
proud to announce the birth of 
their son, Cillian Thomas, on De-
cember 26, 2014.  Cillian has two 
older sisters, Abby and Aisling, 
who are 6 years old and 3 years 
old, respectively.  Cillian was bap-
tized at Annunciation on June 28. 

 

Adriana Bella Carillo was born on 
February 15, 2015, at North Shore 
Community Hospital in Manhasset, 
NY to Deanna DiLullo Carillo ‘96 
and her husband, Michael.  Their 
son, Franco, who is almost two years 
old, is happy to have a little sister.  
Adriana was baptized at Annuncia-
tion on July 12.   The family lives in 
Queens, NY. 

 

Marianne Conlon Conefrey ‘86 
and her husband, Fergal, wel-
comed a little girl on September 
3, 2015.  Grace Elizabeth joins 
her big brothers, John, who is 5, 
and Ciaran, who is 4.  Marianne is 
a 5th-grade teacher at P.S. 19 in 
the Woodlawn section of the 
Bronx.  The Conefrey family lives 
in Crestwood. 

 

Steve Candela ‘64 is happy to 
report that he is a grandfather 
again!  Steve’s son, Robert, and 
daughter-in-law, Catherina, had 
a son, Beckett Edward Candela, 
on August 5.  Beckett is the little 
brother of Norah Cecelia, who 
is three years old. 

 

 

 

Thomas Quinlan ‘89 and his wife, 
Wendy, welcomed a son, Maxwell 
LiRong Quinlan, on May 15.  Maxwell 
is their first child.  He weighed in at 8 
lbs. and was 20 inches long.  

Milestone Spotlight 

 

 

Milestones 

New parents, Kim-
berly Gutekunst ‘00 
and Hugh Stout, are 
extremely proud to 
welcome their first son 
to the world. Lexing-
ton Maxwell Stout was 
born on September 7, 
at Lenox Hill Hospital 
in New York City, at a 
weight of 7 lbs., 15 ozs. and a length of 21 inches. Lexington 
was born with blue eyes and a full head of brown hair.  

 

Engagements 

 

Sarah Stipicevic ‘02 will be marrying 
Colin Higgins at Annunciation Church 
on October 30, 2015.  Sarah is the 
daughter of Jim and Katherine Bantz 
Stipicevic ‘70.   She  is  a  graduate  of 
  
                       Continued on page 21 
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Egan Cornelia O’Brien 

Alexandra Pappas ‘91 is happy to announce the birth of 
her daughter, Egan Corrnelia O’Brien, on February 27, at 
White Plains Hospital.  Alexandra and her husband, Ted-
dy, have an 11-year old son named Shane, who is a student 
at Annunciation School.  Egan’s middle name is in honor 
of her grandmother, Cornelia Allen Pappas ‘59.  The 
O’Brien family lives in Bronxville, NY.   

The Annunciator 



1961 

 

Linda Oppermann Youngren and 
her husband, Conrad, decided to visit 
their daughter, Christine ‘91 in Char-
lotte, NC via a circuitous route that 
took them to Glacier National Park, 
Avenue of the Giants and the Grand 
Canyon.  The 8,500-mile road trip 
took two months.  Along the way they 
saw old and not-so-old friends in 
Pittsburgh, Ohio, Michigan, Montana, 
Washington (including Theresa 
O’Connor McLean ‘61), northern 
and southern California, New Mexico, 
Arkansas and Tennessee. 
 

1964 

 

Lori Samuels married Jerry Amada 
on March 23, 2015.  Her husband, 
formerly the director of mental health 
at the City College of San Francisco, is 
a retired psychotherapist, and is au-
thor of a number of books related to 
psychotherapy and college student 
misconduct.  Lori and Jerry currently 
live in San Rafael, CA, about twenty 
miles north of San Francisco.  Lori 
enjoys tutoring her English language 
students, adults either working in busi-
ness or attending college, most of 
them hailing from around the globe. 
She’s also compiling a collection of 
her poetry, some of which she hopes 
to publish.  Lori also serves on the 
board of the Marin (County) Educa-
tors in Private Practice, a professional 
association of teachers and education-
al therapists. 

 

1965 

 

Denise Murphy Shepherd and her 
husband, John, have relocated from 
West Chester, PA to Palm Beach Gar-
dens, FL.  They are hoping to be able 
to retire in the near future. 

 

Class Notes  

1970 

 

Joseph Feeks couldn’t get to the Class 
of 1970’s 45th reunion because his 
youngest of three daughters, Katie, was 
expecting her first child on the same day.  
Joseph says, “The baby wasn’t on time, of 
course — first ones rarely are — but 
Charlie Elliott Vieira was born May 3 on 
Martha’s Vineyard, which makes him a 
native islander. My wife, Sue, and I now 
live on Cape Cod within easy striking 
range of two daughters and three grand-
children.” 
 
 
1972 
 
Al Kelly was named to lead the New 
York Archdiocesan planning for Pope 
Francis’ visit to New York City in Sep-
tember.  Catholic New York covered the 
story, which you can read at http://
cny.org/stories/Papal-Visit-Is-Another-
Super-Project-for-Al-Kelly,13050 
 
1973 

 

Mary Filardo Codispoti lived in Crest-
wood from the age of two years old until 
she was 30.  Mary graduated from An-
nunciation School, Maria Regina High 
School, and Iona College.  Mary married 
her husband, Larry,  at Annunciation 
Church.  She worked in marketing for 
over twenty years. 

    After that,  Mary stayed home to raise 
her family and volunteered in her neigh-
borhood.  She was a Cub Master for the 
local Cub Scout 
Pack for five 
years, while her 
son was a Cub 
Scout.  She also 
volunteered at her 
home parish in 
Upper Saddle Riv-
er, NJ, near where 
she resides, in 
Rockland County, 
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NY . 

     Larry and Mary celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary on Labor Day 
weekend when they returned to An-
nunciation Church and were happy to 
receive a blessing from the priest who 
said the Mass.  They also took a trip to 
Las Vegas to celebrate with their chil-
dren, Andy and Emily, and renewed 
their wedding vows at Graceland Chap-
el! 

 
1974 
 
After 8 years of teaching 4th graders in 

the Catholic school system, Chris 

White was promoted to school princi-

pal of Visitation School in the Bronx.   

He has hit the ground running and was 

nervously but excitedly looking forward 

to the new school year.  He was nomi-

nated for this opportunity when the 

school’s principal, Sister Rosemary, 

decided to retire after 25+ years of ser-

vice.  He was even featured in an article 

on new principals in The Riverdale 

Press.  Chris had always wanted to be a 

teacher, but took a detour and first be-

came a police officer.  When he retired 

from the NYPD, he decided to pursue 

that original dream.  While he will defi-

nitely miss teaching, he is hoping he 

can use his experiences as a police of-

ficer and school teacher to make an 

impression on all of the kids he is now 

responsible for.  

1975 
 
Eugene Kelley’s son, Ryan, retired in 
August 2014 after 5-1/2 years in the 
Navy,  where  he  was  assigned  to  the 
USS Buffalo, a nuclear sub based out of   
Guam. Ryan was also married in March 
of 2015 to  Jessica Salazar.  The couple, 
who reside in Gainesville, FL, are both  
completing  Ph.D  programs  in nuclear 
                       

                              Continued on page 20 
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read more about him and this award at 
http://www.smcathletics.com/sports
/ m l a x / 2 0 1 5 -
16/releases/20150921m722np. 

 

 

2012 

 

Jack Casella has verbally committed 
to play lacrosse at Division 1 Sacred 
Heart University in Connecticut.  Jack, 
who is a midfielder for his school’s 
lacrosse team, is currently a senior at 
Fordham Prep.  Jack plans to major in 
finance at the Jack Welch College of 
Business. 

 

Faculty 

 

Nora Parisi’s husband, Frank, re-
ceived the Curb Appeal Award for 
creativity and originality from Mayor 
Michael Spano. Frank decorates the 
Parisi home with many tropicals such 
as banana plants, Hawaiian ti plants, 
cana lilies, and queen palms. Nora is 
very proud of all the hard work he 
does every day to make their home 
look so special.  Pictured are their 
daughters, Martina and Amanda, 
Nora, Frank, Mayor Spano, and Mi-
nority Leader Michael Sabatino. 

Class Notes  

2004 

 

Colin Albanese was cast as Zac, a mul-
ti-talented wanderer with no direction, 
in the web-based series Solace.  The se-
ries follows five millennial comic book 
lovers on a collision course with the 
comic book industry.  The series is writ-
ten and directed by Yonkers resident, 
Ralph Puma, and was filmed in Yonkers.  
It had its premiere at the Drafthouse in 
Yonkers on July 30.  You can learn 
more about the Solace web series at 
www.solacecomics.com. 

 

2006 

 

Kyle McCombe is an executive recruit-
er at CyberCoders.  Though based in 
California, Kyle's familiarity with the 
New York metropolitan area has helped 
him place candidates in jobs on both the 
east and west coasts.  Kyle specializes in 
accounting and finance positions as well 
as construction-based jobs.  Kyle’s con-
tact information and currently available 
job listings are searchable online at 
http://www.cybercoders.com/recruiter
/kyle-mccombe/#activeJobs. 

 

2007 

 

Matt Casella graduated from St. 
Michael’s College in Vermont and is 
now pursuing a master’s degree in ac-
counting at St. John’s University.  He 
has accepted a full-time position at 
Ernst and Young, starting in the fall of 
2016.  Matt was also recently named the 
recipient of the Coach Paul Schimoler 
Player of the Year award for his contri-
butions to the St. Michael’s lacrosse 
team during the 2015 season.  You can 
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engineering and also obtaining MBAs. 
Ryan has accepted a job at Goldman 
Sachs in New York beginning in May 
2016.  
 
1984 
 
Nicholas Visconti will be inducted 
into the Fordham Prep Hall of Honor 
on November 20, 2015, at the New 
York Botanical Garden.  Nick is a lieu-
tenant colonel in the Marines and is 
currently operations officer with the 
4th Marine Logistics Group, and is be-
ing honored for his service to our 
country. 
 
1986 
 
Terrence Finneran has moved to Mi-
ami for his next posting with the State 
Department after two years in Tijuana, 
Mexico.  He will miss all the hospitality 
of fellow greater San Diego-area alum 
Kathleen Madden Keenaghan ‘94 
and her family, but looks forward to 
visits from frost-bound East Coasters 
 
1989 
 

Thomas Quinlan is now a self-
published author having written a hu-
morous autobiography called Adventure 
in Cybersecurity.  The book features a 
chapter on his early life, which includes 
his time at Annunciation.  The book 
can be found on Amazon at 
http://amzn.to/1guk7Tx. 

 

 

 

The Annunciator 

Make sure your friends and family get their own copy of The Annunciator!  

Take a moment to ask if they’ve read the latest issue.   

Help spread the word! 

http://www.smcathletics.com/sports/mlax/2015-16/releases/20150921m722np
http://www.smcathletics.com/sports/mlax/2015-16/releases/20150921m722np
http://www.smcathletics.com/sports/mlax/2015-16/releases/20150921m722np
http://www.solacecomics.com
http://www.cybercoders.com/recruiter/kyle-mccombe/#activeJobs
http://www.cybercoders.com/recruiter/kyle-mccombe/#activeJobs
http://amzn.to/1guk7Tx
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The Ursuline School and Catholic University of America 
(CUA). Colin is also an alumnus of CUA, and that is where 
the couple first met.  Sarah is the press secretary at the Peter 
G. Peterson Foundation and Colin is a business associate 
for J.P. Morgan Securities. The couple will make their home 
in New York, NY. 
 
 
Bernadette Gallen ‘97 became 
engaged to Kevin Huttner in Au-
gust.  Bernadette, who is a labor 
and delivery registered nurse at 
Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital 
of New York, met Kevin in the 
summer of 2012 on Fire Island.  
Kevin is a chef in Westhampton, 
NY.  The couple is planning a June 
18, 2016 wedding.  
 

 

Meghan Gallen ‘98 is engaged 
to Matthew Pepe.  The happy 
event took place in Central Park 
in New York City in April 2015.  
Meghan and Matthew met in 
San Francisco in 2010 and are 
planning an October 2016 wed-
ding.  Meghan, who recently 
completed her master’s in nurs-
ing administration, is a nurse 

manager at Mount Sinai St. Luke’s in NYC.  Matt is an ac-
count manager in Manhattan at the staffing and recruiting 
firm, Aerotek. 
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Weddings 
 
Stephen Conlon ‘83 married Lisa Smith in January 2015 in 
London.  The wedding was held at the Painted Hall of the 
Naval College in Greenwich.  Steve is a Regis High School, 
Hamilton College, Oxford University and New York Uni-
versity graduate.  He received an M.B.A. at NYU and works 
for ICCB in London. Lisa has a Ph.D in engineering and an 
M.B.A. from Harvard University.  The couple lives in Wim-
bledon, England. 
 
Tracy Ryan ‘88 mar-
ried Tom Milligan on 
August 22, at Newtown 
Congregational Church.  
Jennifer Basso Smith 
and Terese Carey 
Donohue, both Class 
of ‘88, were there to 
help celebrate this spe-
cial day. Tracy is a 
school teacher for the Newtown Public Schools and has a 7-
year-old son named Tommy.  
 
Lacey Gutekunst ‘03 married Pete Madden on June 27, 

2015 in the chapel at Regis High School in New York 

City.  Lacey and Pete were surrounded by family and 

friends, including Lacey’s sisters, Kimberly ‘00 and Elise 

‘10, and Katie Vezza ‘03, who were all bridesmaids. Pete is 

a writer for Sports Illustrated and Lacey started her own chil-

dren’s music program in Westchester County called “The 

Pineapple Explorers Club.” 

 

 

Milestones 

 

Don’t Wait to Send Your News! 

New Baby, New Job, Wedding, Engagement!  

 Let The Annunciator help share your good 

news! 

Send your story today to MTMC525@aol.com. 
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