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Alumni Make Their Mark in Politics

Richard Colesanti 55
was a Town of Beekman,
NY Councilman from
1978 to 1982. Having
been the president of the
Beekman Athletic Club
for six years, where he
oversaw Little League and
girls” softball programs,
Rich was no stranger to
getting involved. At the
time he was involved in
the athletic club, the town was growing, and
as a result, was in dire need of expanded
youth sports. Rich was encouraged by par-
ents, team managers and others to run for
office and advocate for these needs.
“Beekman was a small dairy farming com-
munity, and the main industry was a state
correctional facility, so the funding needed
to expand facilities and install lighting was
not on everyone’s priority list,” says Rick.

As a councilman, Rich voted on issues
such as budgets, enacting laws, highway
infrastructure and how to safely decommis-
sion the town landfill. He was chairman of
the cable TV committee
when the town solicited
bids from wvarious cartiers
and awarded the franchise.

He also acted as liaison be-
tween the Council and the
athletic club.

Rich acknowledges that,
“you have to be of a certain
mindset to get involved in
politics. 1 would recom-
mend attending as many
city or town meetings as
you can to understand the
Then, if you feel
compelled to act, you
should make yourself avail-

issues.

Rich Colesanti

Ruth Argo Mazzei and NYS
Senator Greg Ball

able to run for office.”

Ruth Argo Mazzei ‘62

was the Southeast
Town Clerk (Brewster,
NY) from 1992 to

2011. She says that she
entered politics and ran
for Town Clerk be-
she loved the
Town of Southeast and wanted to organize
what was once a totally disorganized office.

cause

Ruthie ran on the Republican, Conserva-
tive and Right-to-Life party lines, setting a
platform that focused on organization, avail-
ability to the public and bringing the clerk’s
office into the 21st century. Initially, she ran
against three opponents. Once elected,
Ruthie was re-elected five times, running
opposed twice and unopposed three times.

Ruthie explains that the responsibilities of
the Town Clerk are, “to take minutes of all
Town Board meetings, keep vital records, be
a marriage officer, coordinate elections, and
manage town records.” In
addition, she also noted that
she was responsible for grant
writing.

Ruthie says, “I'm most
proud of how I was able to
organize and computerize
the office. My knowledge of
town laws enabled me to
help residents either directly
in the clerk’s office or indi-
rectly by pointing them to
the correct agency. During
my tenure, the Town of
Southeast received four New
York State grants due to my

Continued on page 11
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Reunion 2014 News

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, May 3, 2014

Classes of 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994 and 1999,

your reunion has been set for Saturday, May 3, 2014.

Please make sure that we have your email so that we can provide you with information about the
plans as they become available. Send your name, year and mailing address by email to
mtmeccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com. Now is also the time to reach out to your classmates
and let them know that you want to see them there!

Letter from the Pastor

Dear Alumni,

I welcome the opportunity to address each of you and
thank you for your continuing interest in our school and

parish. The “Four Corners” of Westchester Avenue and St.

Eleanoras Lane have been the heart of Crestwood for over
80 years! With God’s grace, we will continue to thrive and
flourish.

Our school has remained parish-based while so many in
the Archdiocese have come under the control of regional
boards. This is due to the interest our parents have in
sending their children to Annunciation School to receive an
excellent Catholic education. I thank the administration
and faculty for all that they do.

Sincerely,

Letter from the Principal

Dear Alumni,

As T write this letter, I’'m reminded how the world
around us is ever changing. The seasons are changing. The
leaves are changing color. Even the world of Catholic edu-
cation is changing. For example, some schools in the Arch-
diocese of New York are changing to a new form of gov-
ernance and there are new national standards. However,
some things remain the same. Catholic schools have been,
still are and will always be committed to teaching Catholic
values and maintaining academic excellence for their stu-
dents.

As alumni, you were part of and benefited from that
never changing commitment. I can assure you, at Annun-
ciation School we remain steadfast in our commitment to
teaching and living out our faith and providing an excellent
Catholic education for our students.

Sincerely,
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Retirement Begins for Three Memorable Women

Muriel O’Nelil, 8th grade homeroom teacher and 7th and
8th grade history teacher, has retired after 28 years at An-
nunciation School. She artived in September 1985, having
come from a teaching position at St. Paul’s in East Harlem
to teach 5th grade at a time when Annunciation’s enrollment
had fallen and there were many grades with only one class.

Opver the years, she had watched school enrollment climb
again, seen an increase in the number of students from dual

wage earning families and seen,

embraced and implemented
the use of technology in the
classroom.

Mrs. O’Neil considers het-
self to have been a successful
teacher when a student leaves
her classroom with more of a
love of American history or
more of a love for their coun-
try. Judging by the comments
of students over the years, it
appears that she has been very,
very successful in doing this.

She and her husband, Jack,
have always had a love for
travel, and they wasted no time in doing some more after her
retitement. This summer they traveled from Maine to Geor-
gia and then headed west to Montgomery and Mobile, AL;
Gulfport and Jackson, MS; New Orleans, LA; and Chatta-
nooga, TN. The trip took five weeks. “We saw places still
devastated by Katrina (the infamous 9th ward), the World
War II museum (awesome), Lookout Mountain, Ruby Falls,
and Atlanta’s Aquarium (the largest in the world) just to
name a few. Each state had a beautiful yet different land-
scape,” Mrs. O’Neil said. “I want to visit all fifty states
within the next two years. We have about five more to go,
which are all in the northwest.”

Last year, Mrs. O’Neil’s son moved to Georgia, and she
is now excited to be able to fly down on a Thursday, spoil
her granddaughter, and return on Monday without worrying
about taking time off from school. She is also now able to
help her mother, who is 89 years old and lives locally.

There is no doubt that Mrs. O’Neil will have a very busy
retirement!

Muriel O’'Neil

Mary Cutter began teaching kindergarten at Annunciation
School on March 1, 1998, when a mid-year position opened
up. Prior to that, she had been a nursery school teacher at
Asbury Nursery School for 17 years. She retired in June.

“The best thing about teaching at Annunciation was

the children,” says Mary. “They
were excited and eager to learn,
which made teaching them en-
joyable. The parents and ad-
ministrators were always sup-
portive and the faculty was like
a second family.”

In  her retirement, Mary
plans on spending a lot of time
with her two granddaughters,
tackling some projects in the
house and traveling. “I’ve just
booked two trips; one to Disney
with the grandkids and one to

Mary Cutter Ireland with friends!”

Jo Ann McNamara retired as school secretary, a position
she had held since 1998. During that time, Jo Ann has
worked for three different principals—Sr. Anne Massell,
Barbara Kavanagh and Maureen Noonan. As the school
secretary, Jo Ann was responsible for many different things,
including typed correspondence, copy machine, handling all
mail and the schedule of school
activities in accordance with the
principal’s direction.  She also
greeted visitors, handled the
phone system and school sup-
plies, maintained student re-
cords, and administered the oc-
casional Band-Aid. She was re-
sponsible for communication
with the school parents, sup-
ported the principal as her secre-
tary and handled other requests
for faculty.

“The best part of my job was
working with the children, their
families and the faculty. As I told them each year, I was so
blessed to be working with such wonderful people!” she
said.

Jo Ann is also the mother of four graduates of Annuncia-
tion School—William ‘92, Christian 95, Keith 96 and
Katherine ‘00. In her retitement, she and her husband, Bill,
“intend to spend quality time together while we are both
healthy. As many already know, I have a wedding coming
up this June (Keith’s), and I am sure there will be more in
the next couple of years. We are looking forward to these
special occasions and spending more time with our grand-
daughter.”

Jo Ann McNamara
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Deciding on a High School Can be More Complicated Now

by William Maghak ‘14

The weather is getting cooler, the trees
are changing color, and eighth-graders are
preparing for their high school entrance ex-
ams. This iconic time will determine where
they will spend the next four years of school.

Choosing a high school is a big decision,
but the process of getting into that school
has become quite an endeavor. A key factor
in the acceptance process is the TACHS
exam. Of course, preparation is required to
do well on the TACHS. (The TACHS, or

Test for Admission into Catholic High William Maghak ‘14 and
his father, Joe ‘79

Schools, is a standardized test with four
main components—teading, language, math,
and ability.) There are many ways to pre-
pare, but after speaking to classmates, I have determined
that the most common way to prepare is through TACHS
preparation courses. Annunciation, for example, offers a
TACHS prep program at the end of seventh grade and an-
other at the start of eighth grade that runs until the exam
itself. Other outside courses may run through the summer
with a review course before the test or may begin in the fall
and run until the TACHS. Another option for eighth-
graders, myself included, is to purchase a practice book with
sample tests. After speaking to classmates, I learned that
some may hire a tutor to help with preparation. Needless to
say, TACHS prep has become quite a lucrative industry!
Also, the TACHS is not the only entrance exam for area
schools. Regis High School, for example, administers its
own HSPT or High School Placement Test. The Loyola
School accepts results from three standardized tests but not
the TACHS.

Many high schools now offer a summer program for ris-
ing ecighth-graders to attend. Fordham Prep’s Higher
Achievement Program, or HAP, is not a new program, but
in a way, it has become a part of the admission process. The
school day is divided into academics in the morning and
spotts in the afternoon. The program has expanded this
year to include an optional art, music or science component
offered during the afternoon. Although HAP is not TACHS
prep, it reveals to students what high school would be like at
Fordham, even taking a Metro-North train to the Prep. Stu-
dents also are taught by Prep faculty at Fordham facilities.
Similar programs also exist at lona Preparatory School,
Archbishop Stepinac High School and Xavier High School.
Rising seventh-grade girls can take similar programs at girls’
high schools. Good Counsel Academy in White Plains, St.
Catherine’s Academy in the Bronx, and Dominican Acad-

emy in Manhattan all offer summer programs.
The programs at Xavier and Dominican ex-
pose students to an education in New York
City by immersing them in urban life.
Eighth-graders must determine where they
would like to spend high school. This signifi-
cant decision must be made very carefully.
Most students tend to start with open houses.
Students even opt to visit open houses in sev-
enth grade, a year prior to the TACHS, just to
help in the decision-making process. Then, in
eighth grade, students revisit these open
houses and also spend a day at each high
school, shadowing freshmen, to learn what a
normal day at the school is like.
Continued on page 17

Don’t Be Without the

Crestwood Throw!

Everyone lover the
Crestwood Throw, a
lovely Afghan-type blan-
ket with all of our local
points of interest pictured
on itl It is the perfect
Christmas, bridal shower,
wedding or birthday gift.
It is also a warm and
comfy blanket during cold
winter nights. It’s a unique
heirloom item to share
with your favorite Annun-
ciation alumnus or former
Crestwood resident!

Cost: $40 plus shipping

Colors available: Cranberry or Navy blue
Contact: Pat Leyden
Patricia.leyden@wspfk.com or 914-260-4584

It Makes A Great Christmas

Present!
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Bits of Crestwood: The Moon Landing

by Mark Maiello ‘71

Over 44 years ago, two men stepped out of a cramped,
thinly plated, tested, but to a large extent, unproven spidet-
shaped craft and made the first human footprints on the
surface of earth’s only natural satellite. For the better part
of a decade marked by war, changing morals, racial strife,
environmental concerns, and internal political upheaval,
that event along with a few other surprises like the success
of the world champion 1969 New York Mets, were wel-
comed exhalations of relief, hope and triumph—signs that
the future was going to be better than the recent past. The
build up to that fateful summer night is nearly impossible
to describe. For the children of this country, the “race to
space” — the competition with the Soviet Union to be the
first on the moon—made for daily,
real-life drama never equaled since.
Those were incredible times. Televi-
sion was rife with science shows
that depicted not only great strides
in space flight, but in medicine,
physics, biology and ecology. The
world was changing and the youth
of the nation were riding in the
front seat.

Readers of my musings in The
Annunciator know that I bought into
this quaint notion hook, line and
sinker. I followed every space shot
with great interest, assisted in no
small measure by Annunciation’s
teachers who whenever possible, allowed us to watch Lft-
offs on TVs set up in our classrooms. I had all the planets’
names memorized in their correct order from the sun years
before we were formally taught. 1 knew their features;
knew you couldn’t breathe the air on Mars and that you
would be crushed on Jupiter’s; knew you would burn up on
Mercury and freeze to neatly absolute zero on Pluto (no
longer classified a planet). I had seen the four large moons
of Jupiter and the rings of Saturn in our backyard telescope;
had been to the Hayden Planetarium countless times; knew
that many asteroids were made of iron and that comets
were made of water-ice. I had dozens of pictures of the

One small step for man....

Saturn V rocket; knew what a LEM was and what the com-
mand module did. “Splashdown,”  “delta-v”’ and
“separation” were familiar terms.

So, when Apollo 11 was launched, you can imagine the
excitement and the anticipation. On July 20, 1969, two
men would step out of the “Hagle” and be the first to walk
on the moon. That we were anchored to the TV was an
understatement—or so one would think. For on that Sun-
day night that would amaze the world, the night that would
make arm-chair explorers of us all, the night that would
prove the can-do attitude of a nation to a star-struck world,
I found myself at Aunt Theresa’s apartment in the Bronx
with other aunts, uncles and cousins doing what we always
did when we got together: eating
and talking...about everything other
than the moon landing. I was not
to be denied—or so I thought.

I had Uncle John’s TV on...
NASA kept promising—or so it
appeared—that Neil Armstrong
would make his historic moon walk
soon...but when? It was taking so
very long...there were dangerous
words coming from the dining
room now: tomorrow is Monday...
some of us have to go to work.
Not so for my cousin Steven and
me. Summer vacation was in full
swing. Steve was going to sleep
over my house for a few weeks. Fun beckoned and tonight
the U.S. was about to make history. Nothing—absolutely
nothing—was better than that moment. As Steve often
quipped, “We are going to beat the Rush-ins.” But right
now, someone else was beginning to think about rushing.
Someone who controlled my fate: my dad. He was think-
ing of the impossible—of leaving and heading back to
Crestwood. Incredible! I was about to miss my dream—
the most important moment of my life up to then.

The long, excruciatingly repeated good-byes of loved
ones followed. It took precious minutes to load the car.

Continued on page 19

You can find us on the Web

at

http://School.AnnunciationCrestwood.com
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Around the School and Parish
Volleyball Alumnae Represent at Their High Schools

Erin Teige ‘12, left, and Natalie Petit ‘10 are both on

Caela Mone, left, and Briana McElroy ‘10 are both
Dominican Academy’s varsity team.

playing varsity volleyball at St. Vincent Ferrer High
School. Caela was on last year’s championship
Annunciation team. Brianna was an assistant
coach for that team.

Seven former Annunciation volleyball players are on the
junior varsity volleyball squad at The Ursuline School.
Left to right: parishioner Rebecca Caruso, Meaghan
Ryan ‘13, Eleanor Conlon ‘13, Kat Vitiello '13, Katie
McLoughlin ‘13, parishioner Nicole Caiazzo and Annie

Left to right: Delia Conlon ‘11, parishioner Victoria Caruso, Conlon “13.

Bridget Carsky ‘11 and parishioner Hannah McCarthy all
play varsity volleyball for The Ursuline School.
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Around the School and Parish
Parish Picnic

It was a beautiful day in the neighborhood when
the annual Annunciation parish picnic was held on
September 14, 2013 at Schultze Field. Table and
chairs were set up, fun and games were held and
the barbecue was to die for! Hillcrest Lakers
opened their clubhouse for use during the picnic,
and the Annunciation Men’s Club manned the grill.
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Around the School and Parish

New Signs—Crestwood Library and Crestwood Train Station

On September 29, Annunciation Parish said good-bye to parish associ-
ate Fr. Tomislav Mlakic who is returning to the Archdiocese of Sarajevo,
Bosnia & Herzegovina after completing his Ph.D. at Fordham University.

One week later, the parish congratulated Sr. Cathy Burns, O.P., Pastoral
Associate, on the celebration of her 50 years as a Religious of the Sis-
ters of St. Dominic.

Friends and parishioners joined the celebrations at receptions in the
school after Mass.

Photos by Joseph Furgiuele ‘66
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Around the School and Parish

Franky’s Field of Dreams

Close to 200 people attended the inaugural fund-
raiser for Franky’s Field of Dreams Foundation at
Dunwoodie Golf Club on September 5, 2013.
Funds raised support organizations such as
Yonkers Family Service Kinship Program, The
Children’s Dream Foundation, Hillcrest Lakers
and Annunciation. The event is named for Frank
Sinatra lll ‘02 who passed away in 2012. Cita-
tions commemorating the event were presented
by the Office of the Mayor of the City of Yonkers
and the New York State Assembly. See article on
this foundation in the November 2012 edition of
The Annunciator.

Left: Msgr. Dennis Keane, Frank Si-
natra, Jr., Laura Sinatra and Rob Si-
natra ‘05

Below: Matthew Murphy ‘02, Michael
Massey ‘02, Steven Antonucci ‘01
and Eric Sattler ‘02.

Hillcrest Boys Baseball U13 are State Champions

The Hillcrest Lakers U13 baseball team was
feted at Yonkers City Hall after winning their
district, sectional and New York State champi-
onships. The team, coached by Mike Cavallo
‘80, with assistance by Nick Apostle, Fred Rei-
chelt and Joe Mascia, was eliminated in the
final round of the Northeast/Mid-Atlantic Re-
gionals, when they were defeated by Pennsyl-
vania. This tournament uses a 50/70 field
and, had the boys beaten Pennsylvania, they
would have played in the World Series in Cali-
fornia. Ten of the fourteen players are mem-
bers of the Classes of 2013 and 2014 and
fourteen of fifteen are Annunciation parishion-
ers. Congratulations!
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Around the School and Parish

After School Program

Above, Katie Spillane and Hannah Every child has their own com-
Kilduff work on a computer game to- puter, above, but Charles Wolfe
gether. and Steven Driver like working

together, left.

Cutting mozzarella for
baked ziti is the task for
Francesco Squillante,
Jimmy Mancini and
Sean Cronin, above, and
Victoria Lovisolo, left.

Brothers and 5th graders, Jack and Daniel Breen
square off against each other.

Tuesday afternoons in the after school program at Annunciation
are very busy as students concentrate on computer class, chess
class and cooking class.
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Making a Mark in Politics

Continued from page 1
efforts. I am also proud to have received International Mu-
nicipal Clerk and New York State Registered Clerk status.”
Ruthie was recently honored as the 2013 most distin-
guished woman in Southeast, an honor that was given to her
by State Senator Greg Ball just last month. In addition to
her service as Town Clerk, Ruthie also volunteered at nu-
merous organizations including Brewster Baseball and St.
Lawrence O Toole School.

Ralph “Skip” Maccarone ‘62 was the Super-
visor of Shelby Township, located in Macomb
County, Michigan from 2000 to 2008. A for-
mer Detroit police officer and now a lawyer,
Skip ran opposed in three elections, winning in
2000 and 2004 and losing in 2008. He returned
to his law practice after leaving public service.

Skip, who ran on the Republican party line,
felt that the township had an administration
that needed major improvement. There was
also a general feeling among the residents and
business owners that their local government

Ralph “Skip” Maccarone

could do better. Part of a group of citizens that were tasked
with trying to find new, fresh faces to run in the 2000 elec-
tion, Skip was eventually identified as a likely candidate to
make a successful run for Township Supervisor.

As Supervisor, Skip’s role was a combination of mayor
and city manager. In this full-time job, Skip oversaw a
budget of $70 million with 150 part-time and 300 full-time
employees, including employees in seven different unions.

The township covers thirty-five square
miles, and there are 72,000 residents.
Shelby Township is Michigan’s fourth most
populous township.

When asked if the job was what he ex-
pected, Skip replied, “I had a really good
idea of the administrative side of the job,
but not the political side. That was a bit of
a shock. In politics, there is a saying,
‘People may come and go, but enemies ac-
cumulate.” As I see it, there is a big differ-
ence in elected office between public ser-
vice and self-interest. 1 have seen those in
elected office for whom public service is

Continued on page 23

The Last Hurrah

by Nancy C. Waters ‘61

I began each of my campaign appearances with the
words I knew everyone else was thinking: “Who is Nancy
Waters, and why is she running for Village Trusteer” Such
a frank beginning broke the ice in the hostile eyes 1
faced...eyes which dared me to make myself likable, much
less electable.

My campaign for Bronxville Village Trustee took place
from January through March 1995. I was running as a self
-declared, independent candidate against the other two
major parties.

The two-fold reason for my running was far more mo-
tivating and compelling than the tide I was running
against. I ran to force the village government to more
closely examine the background on a proposed developer
and his village-changing project and to be a voice for the
quiet people who raise their children, pay their taxes, then
retire, but who are not comfortable with public speaking.

I had no party machine or support. What I did have
was many loyal volunteers who helped with ideas; asked
local merchants to post my campaign poster; affixed
stamps; and who made modest contributions to defray

copying and postage expenses. 1 wrote all my campaign
material as well as the speeches I delivered before the Vil-
lage Planning Board and Board of Trustees for broadcast
on local cable-TV. Many an evening, after working a full
day at my career, I changed both my clothing and my state
of mind as I made last-minute changes in my speech with
one hand and remembered to set my VCR with the other.

Weight control proved to be an unexpected benefit to
my running for office! At the outset, my nights and week-
ends were filled with getting petitions signed; climbing
hills and walking neighborhoods; and taking the stairs in
buildings without elevators.

The two most nerve-wracking days were the ultra-
formal ones: a grilling by the Gannett Editorial Boatd,;
and the League of Women Voters (broadcast) Debate. In
the final 24 hours, one opponent spearheaded a negative
telephone campaign against me, until I phoned her and
told her to stop. It made me wonder what goes on at the
national level, if our little village campaign turned “dirty.”
I lost the election by only 100 votes, but I like to think I
won, since the nefarious project was never constructed.




Page 12

The Annunciator

McCarren Writes Simple Guides

by Marie Villani-York ‘93

When writing his homily each week, Fa-
ther Paul J. McCarren said he faced the same
question most preachers encounter quite
regularly: “What is this passage really trying to
say?”

The 1956 Annunciation School graduate
and Crestwood native dutifully consulted
other sources, he said, but never really found
the answer he was seeking. As a result, he
started to delve deeper, taking notes and
drawing connections that helped make the
Gospels more meaningful—not to mention
understandable—to his congregation.

Over the years, Father McCarren (who
prefers to be called Paul) compiled the notes
he made week in and week out, and this past
January, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers released his four-
part book series, titled A Simple Guide to the Gospels: Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. The books, available on Amazon, are
sold as a set or individually. Through his captivating writing,
Paul offers readers a new insight on the Gospels, and helps
them find ways to relate to the material. In addition to the
scripture itself, each section includes his commentary and
explanation, points of controversy and a literary map of how
the various pieces of the Gospel fit together.

By reading his books, Paul said, he hopes “readers will
say about any passage that has puzzled them in the past,
‘Hah, I get it; that’s simpler than I thought!”’

Paul, a Jesuit priest, graduated from Annunciation and
went on to attend Fordham Prep, and then Fordham Uni-
versity, where he obtained a bachelor of arts degree and
master’s degree in English, in 1966 and 1972 respectively.

He found himself drawn to the Jesuits, he said, following
a high school retreat to a Jesuit seminary, where, he recalled,
“the seminarians struck me as a happy lot,” as well as from

Paul McCarren ‘56

his connection to the Jesuit educators he had
at Fordham. He graduated from the Wood-
stock College of Theology and was ordained
in 1974.

Yet, one of Paul’s biggest passions is off
the altar and on the stage. In 1971, he began
professionally training as an actor with the
intent of teaching acting skills. During his
seminary training, he said, he was rehearsing
and producing plays. At the time, no one
questioned the reasons why a priest might by
studying the skills of a thespian, he said,
“because we assumed rehearsal and perform-
ance disciplines would develop skills we’d
need later in the classroom and pulpit.”

Over the next 20 years, Paul started or
joined acting programs at several prestigious colleges on the
East coast. From 1974 to 1977, he taught acting at Fordham
University’s Rose Hill campus and then served as campus
minister at Fordham’s Lincoln Center branch for two years.
From there, he taught acting at Georgetown University from
1979 to 1984—taking a four-year break to earn his Ph.D. in
educational theater—and then returned to Georgetown to
teach from 1988 to 1993. Following that, he taught acting at
Boston College for two years and then became director of
the Circle Rep Acting School in New York for two more
years.

In 1996, he returned to parish work at Holy Trinity, in
Washington, DC, which set the stage, so to speak, for his
work as an author. Currently, he does pastoral work at
Loyola Retreat House and St. Ignatius Church, in Maryland,
while continuing to write more Simple Guides.

So far, Paul said the response to his books has been
somewhat underwhelming. “I’m hoping the books might be

Continued on page 22

Annunciation’s Linkedin Group is for alumni, family and friends of Annuncia-
tion. Joining Annunciation School (Crestwood, NY) will enable you to net-
work with fellow Annunciation alumni and friends and also enable them to
find you. Danny Lawrence ‘94 created the group, and it is open to all. Join
today!
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Taking on the Campus Dining Hall

“I never intended to be in the res-
taurant/food setvice industry, and I
sure never intended to be a founder of
a consulting group,” said Mary Duffy,

Class of 1963. “And, I never planned
to live 30+ years in California, but here
I am,” she added.

Mary attended Annunciation until
February of 8th grade when her parents
suddenly moved to Scarsdale, and she had to change schools.
“That was pretty misery-making, having to try to fit in at age
14, at the end of elementary school. I was happy to get out
of school there and on to Good Counsel Academy in White
Plains for high school.”

She went on to college in Boston, graduating in 1971 with
two goals: to move back to New York and to hitchhike
around Europe with her college roommate. She did both,
moving into an Upper West Side apartment in Manhattan
with two friends from college and then saving her money to
head to Italy in October of that year. “Well,” said Mary,
“those were the days of $200 round-trip tickets from New
York to Rome and back.”

Months later, Mary returned to New York, en-
tered graduate school seeking her mastet’s in his-
tory and found several jobs to support her. She
says she was mostly vegetarian during those years,
not by philosophy but by income, and she can’t
imagine how young, starving students could live
in New York today.

While pursuing her graduate degree, she began
working in Manhattan at 55 Water Street. The
business was a complex of restaurants: a fine din-
ing facility, a cocktail lounge frequented by young
Wall Streeters, a casual bar, a large cafeteria for
building employees and, at one point, even a small
disco. The general manger asked her to help out doing some
management work, and she was hooked. Little did Mary
know at the time that she was surrendering the best paying/
shortest hours job (fine dining waiter) to become a junior
manager, meaning 60+ hours a week for a fraction of the pay.

Mary advanced in the company, moving several years later
to assume a marketing director position at company head-
quarters in Chicago, then on to a division of another food
service company that specialized in college dining. Mary
winces today as she recalls that much of her work meant non-
stop travel to accounts the company ran from coast to coast
and well into Canada. Mary recalls that having to go to
Honolulu repeatedly wasn’t that much of a burden, whereas
going to Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan in January one year, fol-
lowed by more time than she ever wanted traveling to St.

Mary Duffy

John, New Brunswick (the paper
processing capital of Canada)
helped balance that out.

Mary notes that during those
years, it was obligatory to be will-
ing to move for promotions and
she was transferred from Chicago
to Connecticut, then back to Chi-
cago and finally, by 1983, to

Menlo Park, California, right in the heart of Silicon Valley.

In 1986, her company was taken over by Marriott Cor-
poration, and Mary was made a vice president at Marriott
corporate headquarters in Maryland. As the time came to
move east, she realized that she didn’t really want to work
for Marriott and did not want to leave California, so she
resigned, and the next step was to open a small consulting
firm with a very specialized market niche: to work with
college and university administrators as they manage the
dining contractor on campus.

Flash forward twenty-six years and Mary is still at work
today, hired by higher education administrators to evaluate
and help bring significant changes to current dining set-
vices on campuses across the country. Mary notes

that food on campus today is nothing like the
foods many of us remember.

The MDuffy Group (MDG) works primarily
with campus finance administrators to re-balance
contracts with the large dining contract compa-
nies in the market today. Mary says that most of
these contracts are written by the contractor legal
office, and unfortunately signed by the campus
administrator, with the contractot’s financial inter-
ests triumphant, often to the detriment of the col-
lege finances and to student satisfaction.

She is proud to note that MDG’s work has
both helped to secure better financial partnerships with
these mega-sized contractors, and also to educate campus
administrators on the intricacies of negotiating for the best
possible service and contract. Mary says, “The truth of
the matter is that as dining services became more complex
and less reliant on 21-meals-per-week plans, profit margins
shrank and dining contractors searched for ways to main-
tain those plump profit margins.”

With the loss of almost guaranteed profitability from
21-meal plans, dining contractors developed a menu of
hidden fees and extra charges, all paid by the campus but
virtually undetectable in the income statement or detailed
in the contract. MDG, in the last decade, has become the
most successful consultant group at ensuring that campus

Continued on page 17
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Can You Help Us Find These Missing Alumni?

It has been an almost four-year process of trying to document and locate every one of the 3,509 graduates of Annunciation
School from 1948 to 2013. Despite our best efforts, and searches high and low, some graduates seem to have disappeared.

Can you help us locate any of the graduates named below from the 1960s and 1970s? If you can help with a confirmed email

or mailing address or even a hint (women can be notoriously hard to find due to changes to married names!), please email

Mary Theresa Gill McCombe ‘75 at mtmccombe(@annunciationcrestwood.com with whatever information you can provide.

Thank you in advance for any help!

1960

Joan Callahan

James Dufty

Joann Neary

William Puck

Robert Torti

Karen Von Schlichting

1961

Vivian Caraccia
Patricia Dempsey
Patricia McCarren
Rita O'Neill

1962
Margaret Prim

1963
Mario Leanelli
Marilyn Murphy

1964

Regis Michael Duncanson
Patricia Fordham

Laura Hargreaves

1965

Dorothy Callahan
Claudia DeAngelis
Barbara Dunn
Charles Egert
Barbara Gigliuto
Janet Lorne
Denise Lyons
Joyce Martini
Denise Meighan
Elisabeth Scheideler
Nancy Sculco
Maureen Stratford

1966

Anthony Freddolino
William Israel
Lawrence Peters
Deborah Zadarozny

1967

Lucille Citro

Lotraine Fraser

Gary McAvoy
Vanessa Muller

Anne Marie Pellegrino

1969
Robert Jacobs

1970
Michele Gagliardi

1972

James Goff
Theodore Havranek
Michael Moore
Fred Tortora

1974
James Balletta

1976

Christopher DeSalvo
Gregory McKenzie
Junko Onozawa

1977

Kenneth Kearns
Mary Margaret Martin
Pamela Mclntosh

1979
Mark Fiorentino

Look in the June 2013 issue for the names of those missing from the

1940s and 1950s.

The February 2014 issue will have the names of those missing from the

1980s and beyond.

With your help, we can find everyone!



mailto:mtmccombe@annunciationcrestwood.com?subject=Lost%20Alumni
http://annunciationcrestwood.com/_pdf_documents/annunciation_newsletter_June_2013.pdf
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“The Annunciator” Asks:
What are Your Memories of a Hot Summer Day in Crestwood?

The last days of summer 2013 have
slipped away, but the memories of summers
past linger in our minds forever. We asked
our Annunciation School Facebook group
for their memories of summers in Crest-
wood.

Some memories had “water” in common:

Eileen Molloy Civitillo ‘70:  Defi-

nitely flipping over rocks in the Bronx River and catch-
ing buckets of crayfish with Danny Sweeney!

Deirdre Molloy ‘74: The fire hydrant being opened at
School 15 and thunderstorms.

Dick Dalton ‘54: Swimming at Crestwood Lake, Trou-
blesome Brook or even the Bronx River, then back in
time to do our paper routes (The Herald Statesman)...87
papers. Mike Palen ‘54 had 93.

Janis Marie Miner Belluccio ‘68: Going under the
hose that was set up in driveway, till brother Ed Miner
ran into garage doors and screwed that up—LOL! Miss
him lots.

Mary Theresa Gill McCombe ‘75: I remember going
through the sprinkler in the backyard. We were really
living large when we got to go to Saxon Woods pool!
Mary Aiello Jackson 67: Wading in Troublesome
Brook looking for little, white stones and pretending
they were peatls!

Vince O’Leary ‘70: Fishing in the Bronx River with
Steven Spellman ‘69 until we were old enough to ride
our bikes over to Interlaken in Hastchester and fish over
there.

Larry Candela “72: Swimming at Hilltop.

Some had to do with ice cream:

Judee Arnstein ‘68, Mary Aiello Jack-
son ‘67 and Vince O’Leary ‘70 all men-
tioned Herbie the Good Humor Man.
Vince noted that Herbie came down
Manhattan Avenue at 10:30 every morn-
ing.

Some had to do with finding a cool beverage:
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e Corky Spero ‘74: Walking all the way to
Leewood Beverages for a soda (it was cheaper
than buying a coke at Crestwood Station) and
watching them make the soda.

e Mark Avallone ‘67: Walking to the sta-

tion, over to Clisi’s (Zocchi’s) for a lime rickey

and a pack of baseball cards...taking a penny

and putting it on the railroad track (no elevated

platform in those days)....still have a few of

those pennies. Wish I kept the baseball cards.
Michael Boos ‘74: Leewood Beverages. The cream
soda was my favorite because it made great ice cream
sodas. The black cherry was second best. Mmm.

John Regan “75: I'm with Mike and Corky...Leewood.
After a game of fungo baseball at the meadow down by
the parkway, we would walk to Leewood Beverage,
where we could get a quart of soda for next to nothing.
We would drink the whole quart right away.

Some had to do with games:

Lisa Ferrari Giancaspro ‘80: Kickball in the middle of
the street with all the kids on the block
Bob Linderman ‘66: Playing stick ball with friends.
Finding a shady spot to hang out.
Ann Driscoll Hoar ‘59: Catching fireflies in a jar and
coming in when the street lights went on—more or less.
Mary Aiello Jackson ‘67 and Mary Spero Salisbury
‘73 also remember catching fireflies, and Tricia
O’Brien Brazill ‘85 said, “I was out the other night
catching fireflies with my kids, starting new memories
for them in our neighborhood, which is so much like
Crestwood!”
Peter Spero ‘83: Ringing and running................. oops.
e Kathy Keyes “75: Roller skating around
the block with Mary Theresa Gill
McCombe, Diane Doyle Vezza, Caroline
Sweeney (all Class of 1975).
e Mary Spero Salisbury ‘73: Playing hide
and go seek at night.

And some others:

e  Gail Freddolino-London 72: No hot
Continued on page 16
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https://www.facebook.com/mark.avallone.1
https://www.facebook.com/michael.boos.754
https://www.facebook.com/john.p.regan.9
https://www.facebook.com/lisa.giancaspro
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https://www.facebook.com/mary.salisbury.31
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Hot Summer Days of Yore

Continued from page 15

meals would our Mom cook! Don't

heat up the kitchen. LOL.

Felicia Candela ‘67: Trying to sleep

on the porch. No ACl

Mary Aiello Jackson ‘67: A friend of

my parents had a motor scooter, and

he would give us rides around the

neighborhood. There are a million

memories from those days that bring a

smile to my facel!

Peter Spero ‘83: The subtle ring tone that old man used
to use to make everyone aware his mobile knife sharp-
ening facility was heading down your street. I never
knew his name, and I'm not certain why I recall it being
exclusive to the summer. Perhaps because we had no
AC and every window was open? Nonetheless, for me it

was a summertime memory. ding.......ding..ding.

e Tricia O'Brien Brazill ‘85: The smell

of skunk.

e Jennie Gilg “75: Block parties on Read

Avenue! They shut the street down from

Thompson to Vista. No need to yell “car

car c-a-1! Stick your head in a jelly jar!”

e Gary Speier ‘80: Looping at Leewood

CC and hanging out with Mike Vigilotti in

the caddy yard afterwards.

e Ann Driscoll Hoar ‘59: The American
Legion’s parade at the Crestwood Station, and in the 50s,
awesome fireworks at the Bronx River field by the Boy
Scout Cabin.
Malcolm MacKenzie ‘74: has a couple of options:
opening up a fire hydrant around Schultze Field, sneaking
soda cans (typically Mountain Dew) from St. Vladimir’s,
then cutting through Crestwood Lake (sometimes swim-
ming) and ending up at Nathan’s.

And Now That a New Season is Upon Us....

With the beginning of Autumn, here
are the Crestwood-related recollections of
Christina Ranaudo Colletti ‘67:

“I have so many fond memories, and
this time of year reminds me of Crest-
wood. Dad would rake the leaves and
burn them by the curb (you could do that
back then, and I loved the smelll) We
would gather chestnuts and leaves, and
Mom would dip the prettiest of leaves in
wax to preserve them as we made chestnut

necklaces. My favorite Halloween was when I
was 10 years old, and Mom let me dress up as a
nurse. I got to wear her RN uniform, cap and
cape! She had the most amazing navy wool cape
with red wool lining that was a standard uniform
back in the 1940s when she graduated. I can still
remember being warm and toasty that year, as it
was a chilly night as we made our way to the
“talking pumpkin” house with the goal being the
rectoty, and then we headed back home down the
opposite side of the street.

More Than Anything, We Want to Hear From You!

Are you a teacher?

o Are you a lawyer?

If your answer is yes, we’d like to speak to you for an upcoming article.
Please email MTMC525@aol.com

Be sure to include your full name and class year.



https://www.facebook.com/felicia.candela
https://www.facebook.com/mary.a.jackson.71
https://www.facebook.com/peter.spero.1
https://www.facebook.com/tricia.brazill
https://www.facebook.com/jennie.gilg
https://www.facebook.com/gary.speier.1
https://www.facebook.com/annhoar
https://www.facebook.com/malcolm.mackenzie
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Deciding High School

Continued from page 4

Eighth-graders speak with friends and family who have
gone to the high school to learn more about it. After stu-
dents make their decision as to where they will apply, each
school has different application requirements. Some
schools just require the TACHS, others require separate
applications and letters of recommendations and some
even hold interviews with applicants.

A few decades ago, eighth-graders looked at high
schools differently than we do today. My father, Joe
Maghak 79, told me that when he was in eighth grade, stu-
dents took the Cooperative Entrance Exam, the “Co-op,”
instead of the TACHS. Eighth-graders usually could not
prepare with outside courses. The only preparation was a
good night’s sleep, a good breakfast and showing up to the
test on time with two #2 pencils! In addition to that,
cighth-graders could put down four high schools they were
interested in, instead of three like today. Back then, there
was also a wider selection of schools, as many schools have
since closed. Students could not even spend a day at high
schools. Their only knowledge of the schools was from
open houses and friends and family who went to the
school.

Even though the high school application process has
changed drastically between now and decades ago, it still
remains a memorable time for eighth-graders.
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Photo Flashback Mid-1960s

The Boys on the Block: bottom row: Kerry Tracy ‘75, Marty
Avallone ‘75, Jeff Paccione ‘74. Top: James Tully ‘73, Mark
Maiello ‘73, Mike Avallone ‘72, Terry Tracy ‘72, Gary Guer-
rino.

Campus Dining

Continued from page 13
clients get the best negotiated contract for the students and
for the bottom line.

Mary has cut back on her travel these last few years, hav-
ing no need to re-visit the Holiday Inns across the country.
She’s delighted that much of her work can now be accom-
plished online, with conference calls and by virtue of the ex-
cellent reputation of MDG in the industry today.

Help Support Annunciation School

If you appreciate the Annunciation School education that you received, please
consider making a donation to the school today.

Your donation ensures that Annunciation School remains strong and continues to
provide a quality Catholic education.

Donations by check:
Payable to Annunciation School
465 Westchester Avenue
Crestwood, NY 10707

Donations by Credit Card:
Via the School’s Web Site

http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving



http://school.annunciationcrestwood.com/giving
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Art of Annunciation’s Upper Church

The upper church was completed and dedicated in 1958. According to our parish history, Monsignor Timothy J. Dugan,
first pastor of Annunciation Church, wanted the sculptures to be warm and strong. He commissioned Frank Feigeler to
carve the statues. In addition to the original wood statues, a beautiful Madonna and Child graces the former baptistry,

and a statue of Padre Pio stands on an altar. The beautiful doors of the tabernacle are carved with a depiction of The An-
nunciation.

Photos by Ryan McCombe ‘04
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Spiritual Connections

Frank “Murphy” Doherty ‘75 is cutrently a program
director and DJ for WNOX-FM in Knoxville, TN. He also
performs comedy and writes a blog which can be found
at www.frankmurphy.com. Frank was recently asked to
emcee the Eucharistic Congress in Knoxville. He didn’t
know when he accepted the position that a casual conversa-
tion with New York’s Cardinal Timothy Dolan would make
a spiritual connection to someone
in need in New York.

Frank says in his blog, “As
soon as tickets went on sale for
the Diocese of Knoxville’s Eu-
charistic Congress, my wife and
I made our resetvations. We’d
been looking forward to the
event since last November. The
Congtress took place on Septem-
ber 13 and 14 at the Sevierville
Convention Center.

My wife had a role at the Eu-
charistic Congress where she
served as a cantor during the
morning prayer and the Eucha-
ristic exposition. My son trav-
eled from his home in Maryland
to sing with the choir.

deeply honored when Deacon Sean
Smith invited me to also participate by serving as an em-
cee for the Eucharistic Congress. He said that Bishop
Richard Stika and Cardinal Justin Rigali had asked him to
make sure that I would be reverent and not make any

I was

Frank with Cardinal Dolan

attempts at humor because there would be a tabernacle
with the Blessed Sacrament present.

Bishop Stika and Deacon Sean have attended dinners
I’'ve emceed for Catholic Charities, including the one where
my style was described as ‘stand-up auctioneering.” At
those events, the audience was eating and drinking and bid-
ding on expensive items. I had to keep them in a good
mood.

One of the great joys that
came with emceeing the Eucha-
ristic Congress was the brief
conversations 1 had with the
main speakers. For example, I
told Dr. Scott Hahn that I have
a Facebook friend who
loved Rome Sweet Home, which
caused me to suggest the book
to another friend who had
asked me about converting to
Catholicism.

Cardinal Timothy Do-
lan held a brief press conference
in one of the smaller meeting
rooms on Saturday. When it
ended, the Cardinal greeted
each of us individually. Scott
Maentz photographed my conversation with the Cardinal.

I have a friend who contacted me recently with a request
for prayers. She lives in the Archdiocese of New York and
met Cardinal Dolan through her work with the Ladies

Continued on page 20

The Moon Landing

Continued from page 5

Would we make it back in time? A foolish thought now that
I think of it. Steve’s mom, my Aunt Virginia, had to be
dropped off in the Bronx on route. Only after the time-
consuming detour could we then head home. Our “failure”
was a foregone conclusion. I begged my dad to put on the
radio. We had to be content with listening—not witnessing
history. As I recall, somewhere along the road to Aunt Vir-
ginia’s building, the radio announcer’s words finally came. I
remember them to this day. “Ladies and gentlemen, Neil
Armstrong is standing on the moon.” And there I was in the
Bronx—ugh!

Dad headed north along the Bronx River Parkway, the
radio consistently spouting news from the surface of the
moon, augmented by explanations from experts. It was then
that I think the importance of this night hit everyone as hard

as it could. The parkway was as deserted as the moon! Nary
a car could be seen going north or south. We traveled nearly
alone into darkened and quiet Crestwood, where no doubt
its more sensible inhabitants spent this night at home in
front of the television. As soon as dad had the house door
opened, we ran to the TV room and finally, mercifully, saw
two astronauts walking in a place some 240,000 miles away.

We had no idea of course that man’s first step on the
moon would be replayed countless times on TV in the com-
ing days, months and years. I finally did see that moment,
finally saw the American flag planted, finally saw the plaque
declaring that we came in peace for all mankind. For two
eleven-year-old boys, it was something we “missed,” but
because we never saw it live, it is also something that we can
never forget.



http://www.frankmurphy.com
http://frankmurphy.com
http://www.dioknox.org/ec/
http://www.dioknox.org/ec/
http://blog.frankmurphy.com/WordPress/2012/11/see-you-in-september/
http://www.seviervilleeventscenter.com/
http://www.dioknox.org/leadership/office-of-the-chancellor-and-coo/
http://www.dioknox.org/leadership/bishop/
http://www.dioknox.org/leadership/office-of-cardinal-rigali/
http://www.dioknox.org/leadership/bishop/
http://www.ccetn.org/intro/meet-frank-murphy/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2010/apr/04/wuot-fetes-its-60th-with-two-legends/
http://www.scotthahn.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0898704782/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0898704782&linkCode=as2&tag=frankmurphrad-20
http://www.archny.org/about-us/timothy-cardinal-dolan/
http://www.archny.org/about-us/timothy-cardinal-dolan/

Page 20

The Annunciator

Did You Know?

Did you know that the largest Annunciation graduation
class was the Class of 1968, which had a total of 84 stu-
dents graduating in two classes?

Did you know that the smallest Annunciation graduat-
ing class was the Class of 1948, which was also the first
graduation class from the school? There were only sixteen
students in that class. The smallest class after the school
was considered “established” was the Class of 1988, which
only had 28 students.

Did you know that just over 3,500 students have gradu-
ated from Annunciation School since 1948?

Did you know that the average graduating class size by dec-
ade was:

1940s 16
1950s 39
1960s 75
1970s 68
1980s 44
1990s 45
2000s 51
2010s 65 (includes 2 years in which there

were 3 classes of 8th graders)

Spiritual Connections

Continued from page 19

of Charity and also when she was a pilgrim with the
group in Rome for his consistory services. During my
moment with the Cardinal, I told him about the member
of his flock who had asked me for prayers. He put his
hand on my shoulder and asked me to write down her
name and number. The Cardinal then left the room and
got swamped by fans in the hall of the convention center.
I caught up to him on my way to introduce the next
event and gave him my friend’s number.”

That friend in New York was Nancy Waters ‘61. She
had been struggling with issues with her eyesight since the
end of July. Though she had been to see an ophthalmolo-
gist and a specialist, they were perplexed and had recom-
mended her to a retinologist and, if that didn’t work, to a
neuro-ophthalmologist.

On September 16, Nancy had an appointment with the
retinologist, so a few days prior, she sent
out an email to her family and friends,
asking for prayers that the retinologist
would be able to figure out what was
wrong and help her to regain the sight in
her left eye. Frank had read that email
prior to his meeting with Cardinal Dolan.

On Saturday, September 14, Nancy
was a Bucharistic minister at the 5 p.m.

Mass. She then went to a reception in
the gym to meet the new pastor of St.
Joseph’s in Bronxville, Fr. Peter
McGeory. At that same time Frank was

meeting and speaking to the Cardinal about Nancy. Nancy’s
cell phone was off during the Mass and reception, and it was-
n’t until she turned her phone on after dinner that she saw
she had a message.

“Nancy, it’s Cardinal Dolan. How ya feelin I heard
you’ve been having some health problems,” the message said,
“and I was just with a good friend of yours in Knoxville, TN.
I was down there for the Eucharistic Congress, and he was
tellin’ me about ya. So ya got my prayers, Nancy.”

Nancy says, “It was like God calling. There was no
blocked call notification, no record of the call in the call log
AT ALL, not even the time it came in or even that it came in.
That’s called POWER. From the moment I heard ‘Nancy,
it’s Cardinal Dolan’, I knew it was dear Frank’s doing, and I
was so touched.”

Nancy is happy to report that on Monday, September 16
her prayers were answered when the doctor found a repair-

able hole in her macula. She’ll
have surgery in a few weeks with
the expectation that, if she is a
good patient and follows direc-
tions, her vision in her left eye will
be restored.

If you have a chance to say a
prayer for Nancy, she would ap-
preciate it. And if you have any
friends in high places, like Frank
apparently did, then by all means,
ask them to say a prayer tool

Nancy Waters ‘61
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Parish History: Monsignor Broshan

Peter Spero ‘83 recently found “History of the Sixties:
Annunciation Parish Crestwood, New York” in his home.
Peter now owns the house he grew up in on Pennsylvania
Avenue. Here is an excerpt from that history. To read more
excerpts, please check out the school’s alumni Facebook
page https:/ /www.facebook.com/groups/29340651170/.

“Monsignor Vincent J. Brosnan became our Pastor on
March 25, 1957. Although he was ill toward the end of his
pastorate, he served us through 1969. Because of his good
humor and amusing stories, he was
known as the ‘Bon Vivant’ of Crest-
wood. Monsignor Brosnan was Chap-
lain of the Catholic Actors Guild. He
had always been an active, popular
But he is
also remembered for his faithfulness in

priest, famous for his wit.

visiting the sick, in hospitals and at
home. He was also known for his
speed in his car. It was not unusual for
Monsignor Brosnan to drive to Massa-
chusetts for lunch and return in the
afternoon!

Monsignor Brosnan was a real
‘father.” Eileen and Ed McSherry recall
that in their previous partish, they were
not encouraged to bring pre-school
children to Mass with them. On their
first Sunday in Annunciation, Eileen
and Ed sat in the back since they had
two of their children with them. When they went to receive
Communion, Monsignor Brosnan, before giving them Com-
munion, blessed both of the children individually and then
continued giving out Communion.

Mary and John Gormley remember at their youngest
child’s Baptism (Anne ‘80), the liturgy had changed from
Latin to English. Monsignor Brosnan stopped at each part
of the Baptism, (participation of St. John the Baptist, repre-
sented by a shell in the stained glass, and elsewhere) explain-
ing to the children exactly what each part signified. The chil-
dren attending were enthralled. The names of the children
baptized were also printed in the Sunday bulletin.

In New York City, the first communicants wore the
white dresses and veils on Saturday when they made their
First Communion and then, on Sunday, wore them to
church again. Karen Gormley 71 went into church the next

day with her white Communion dress on. Monsignor Bros-
nan, thinking that Karen had missed making her Commun-
ion the day before, stopped everyone in line until Karen
walked up front and received Communion. Then, he con-
tinued giving out Communion to the rest of the congrega-
tion. It was these lovely little touches that endeared Monsi-
gnor Brosnan to the parishioners.

Monsignor Brosnan always told marvelous stories, espe-
cially at the Ladies Guild meetings.

May Hill remembers that at a Communion Breakfast,
which was held the same weekend that
Nelson Rockefeller had
Monsignor Brosnan’s main talk was on

remarried,

the Rockefeller remarriage.

Alice and Tom Byrnes remember
Monsignor Brosnan trying to get rid of
all the starlings that used to invade the
neighborhood during the 60s. Monsi-
gnor Brosnan would tie bells on to the
trees. He then tied a long rope from
the tree to the rectory. When the star-
lings gathered on the tree, he would
pull the rope and scare them all off]

Tom Byrnes always remembered
how Monsignor Brosnan would just
stand there and laugh when the men
who counted the money on Monday
evenings would forget to put the
money bags under the machine before
they turned it on. Of course, the men
had to pick up all the nickels and dimes that fell all over the
floot! Others who helped at this job were Bill Wilkinson
(always referred to as the ‘banker’, Harold Henshaw, Al Tay-
lot, Joe Farnham, Lou Furgiuele, Jim Higgins and Vincent
Sweeney.

Alice and Tom Byrnes remember Monsignor Brosnan
taking their son, Timmy 70, to the hospital after he was
knocked unconscious on the school playground. Because
his face was bleeding, Monsignor put a handkerchief over
his face. All the other children watching thought Timmy
was dead. Fortunately, there was nothing seriously wrong,.
When Timmy woke up in the hospital, standing over him
were Sister Maurice, Father Hyland and Monsignor Bros-
nan—Timmy though he was in heaven instead of the hospi-
tal.”
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Can You Ildentify the Mystery Woman?

This photo is believed to be of the Annunciation Parish 50th Anniversary Committee. Only one person has not been identi-

fied. Can you tell us who she is?

First row (seated): Mary Grogan, Fr. Joseph Sullivan, Evelyn Cosgrove, Msgr. Eugene Clark, Str. Alice Cronican (aka Sr. Ann

Gilbert), Mike DeSola, the mystery woman.

2nd row: Mary Hill, Ed O’Sullivan, Carol McCluskey, Stella Bryne, Ruth Furgiuele, Eileen McSherry, Nick DeVito, Marcella

Barch, Kevin Scanlon

3rd row: Dick Petrilli, John Fitzmaurice, Ed McSherry, Fr. Emmanuel, Bob Tedaldi

If you know who the woman at far right in the front row is, please email MTMC525@aol.com. Thank you.

Simple Guides

Continued from page 12
condemned by some bishop, thus boosting sales,” joked the
author. However, reviews so far have been positive. Father
James Martin, author of The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything,
said of Paul’s series, “Reading these books is like studying
the Gospels with a learned, literate, and lively guide who will
help you better understand the most important books ever
written.”

Paul said the most significant lesson he’s learned on his

road to becoming a published author is to stay focused. “As
Doty says in Finding Nemo, Just keep swimming, just keep
swimming.” Even when someone is eager or glad to write
what they’re writing, they’ll nonetheless have moments when
it seems pointless. That’s the time to ask: ‘pointless to
whom?” If it’s not pointless to the one writing, just keep
writing, just keep writing ...” he said.

Annunciation Church and Annunciation School are on

Facebook!
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Making a Mark in Politics

Continued from page 11

not their primary goal, though it should be.” Able to work
with “both sides of the aisle,” Skip says that Democrat U.S.
Congressman Sander “Sandy” Levin described him in a
memorable way when he introduced Skip at a public event,
“...as a Republican, but one of the good ones!”

During his tenure as Supervisor, Skip says that the
township garnered over $100 million in outright gifts and
grants for improvements to roadways, pedestrian walkways,
bike-hike trails, parks, library services and senior bus trans-
portation. There was also a significant increase in the num-
ber of full-time firefighter-paramedics, and within two years
of re-building, their fire department and advanced cardiac
life support ambulance service was considered to be one of
the best in the county, having incorporated the most state-
of-the art firefighting and lifesaving equipment. The town-
ship was also able to hire a highly trained police chief from
outside the department who improved law enforcement
efforts and brought the department up-to-date in training,
crime fighting and crime prevention methods. In addition,
over 1000 acres of parkland was improved with youth foot-
ball, baseball, soccer fields and a rollerblade-skateboard—
bmx bicycle arena. The addition of 350 actes of natural
preserve to the Township’s park system, acquired from the
state for one dollar, was also a highlight.

Since his retitement from politics, Skip was asked to
help draft a charter for a county executive form of govern-
ment in Macomb County. After adoption of that charter
form of government, Skip served as interim independent
counsel to the County Board of Commissioners, and later
as interim County Corporation Counsel at the request of
the County Executive. Not planning to return to politics,
Skip is now a local government prosecuting attorney, arbi-
trator, adjunct college faculty member and private practitio-
ner based out of Shelby Township, Michigan.

Some people get involved in politics
without actually running for office. Daniel
Shomon 79 is one such example. Dan
earned a bachelors degree in English litera-
ture from Georgetown University and a
master’s degree in public administration
from the University of Illinois.

Dan was a full-time military reporter for
the Corpus Christi Caller-Times and was the
Texas Bureau Manager for UPI in Beau-
mont, TX. He was also bureau manager in
Springfield, IL, where he coordinated gov-

ernment and political coverage for UPL. In all, he worked as
a full-time journalist for nearly five years before working in
government.

Dan’s next experience came working as the manager of
the public information office for the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency. He continued his upward career path
when he became director of policy and communication for
former Illinois State Treasurer, Pat Quinn (now current Illi-

nois governor). From 1995 to
1999, Dan worked for the Illinois
State Senate, rising to the posi-
tion of Assistant Director of Re-
search and Communications.

But it was in 1997 that Dan
came to wotrk for someone who
would become known as a first
in United States history. At that
time, Dan was working as an aide
to Barack Obama, where he
helped coordinate Obama’s press
and legislative work. By 1999,
Dan was named Campaign Man-

ager for Barack Obama’s bid for Daniel Shomon
Congtress. Although Obama was

defeated in that election, Dan continued to serve as an advi-
sor to Obama, and in 2002, was named Campaign Manager
for Obama’s exploratory campaign for U.S. Senate. In Janu-
ary 2003, Obama announced his candidacy for U.S. Senator,
and Dan was named Political Director for Obama for Illinois.
Dan coordinated Obama’s announcement of his candidacy
and was a key member of the Obama team. Once Obama
was elected, Dan was his chief Illinois advisor and worked as
a liaison between the Obama campaign committee and other
Illinois politicians.

Dan is now CEO of the Chicago-based Dan Shomon Inc.
His firm’s clients include international Fortune 500 compa-
nies, municipalities and associations. Dan works in the areas

of advocacy, public relations, government
relations and international business devel-
opment. He has done significant work in
Eastern Europe and the Middle East. In
addition to his regular job, Dan is active in
many charitable and volunteer efforts. He
was named Man of the Year in 2011 by the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of Chi-
cago and has volunteered for the Belle Cen-
ter and Neumann Family Services, both
Chicago-based organizations that serve
people with developmental disabilities.
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Photos of Interest

Taken in June at the
Apawamis Club, Rye, NY
on the occasion of the
United States Seniors
Golf Association annual
meeting and golf tourna-
ment. Bernadette Hild
Bleichert ‘57 and Ber-
nard Magdelain '58.

Bernadette recently re-
tired from the Metropoli-
tan Golf Association.

This bell may bring back memories for many an altar
server. It hangs on the altar just as one leaves the Sac-
risty.

Seen at School:
October Bulletin Board

Topic: Who is Your Hero?

Order your Annunciation Alumni T-shirt or Hat!!
They Make a Great Christmas or Birthday Gift!

Annunciation graduate, Jim Hanifer ‘48, models the Annunciation alumni
baseball cap that he received from the sisters of his former Crestwood neighbor
Noel Fordrung ‘49. When Noel passed away, his sisters passed the hat along to
Jim, who wears it proudly. You too can identify yourself as a proud Annuncia-
tion graduate! Order the baseball cap for $15 or an alumni T-shirt for $10, plus
postage.

The baseball cap is size adjustable and T-shirts are available in large and ex-
tra-large. Proceeds go to support our alumni program.

Email MTMC525@aol.com or call 914-337-3953 to place your order Jim Hanifer ‘48
today!
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Deaths

Please pray for the soul of the following deceased
alumni:
Thomas Flynn ‘57, brother of Raymond ‘60, Robert ‘64
and Kathleen ‘68

Ava Gardella ‘68, sister of Laura ‘72 and Joseph ‘76

Brenda Walsh ‘606, sister of Kevin, Eileen, Frank 78,
Catherine ‘79, Mary Ann ‘80 and the late Charles

We also pray for the souls of the following family of
alumni:
Patricia Calabrese, mother of Patricia ‘68, Virginia *71 and

Theresa 74
Seamus Finnerty, father of Aileen ‘00 and Maura ‘04

Ernest Zocchi, father of Stephanie ‘82, Barbara ’83 and Val-
erie ‘85

Dennis Leopoldi, St., father of Dennis 98 and Nicholas ‘00

Vincent Cahill, brother of Lawrence ‘59, June ‘64, Jeanne

‘65, Marian ‘66, Joan ‘69, Mary Grace 70, Bernadette 72,

Fulton 73, Joseph ‘75 and the late Suzanne; father of Ter-
rence Connor (TC) 02, Kaine ‘04 and Jennifer

Madeleine Schultze, mother of Douglas ‘72, Richard 73,
Thomas ‘75, Timothy 76 and William ‘80

Frank Scolaro, father of Frank ‘64, Kathy “72 and Steven

Agnes Murray, mother of Raymond, ‘63, Thomas ‘65 and
Warren, Jr.

Michael Scovotti, father of Nancy ‘62, Ross ‘65, Michele “70
and Mark 72

Fred DeDona Sr., father of Fred Jr. ‘81 and Laura ‘84
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Class of 1983 Remembers
Irene Bertolini with a Donation

The Class of 1983 celebrated its 30-year anniversary on
April 27 of this year. Missing at that reunion was classmate
Irene Bertolini who was battling cancer. Sadly, Irene
passed away on May 1 at the age of 44. The class was
heartbroken at the news and wanted to do something in her
memory. Given that Irene was a teacher in the Catholic
school system, having most recently been at St. Anthony
School on Nepperhan Avenue in Yonkers, the class de-
cided to make a donation to Annunciation in her memory.

Irene, the daughter of Edward and Geraldine Bertolini
and sister of Stacey ‘90, was a teacher at St. Anthony
School in Yonkers. She had previously taught at St. Marga-
ret of Cortona in Riverdale, NY.

Chris McSherry ‘83 first floated the idea of a donation in
Irene’s memory. When the class responded enthusiasti-
cally, Chris sent an email telling his classmates how to make
a donation online or by mail. Within a few weeks, the class
gift had reached just over $1,400 with donations from fif-
teen of her classmates.

In consultation with the Bertolini family, the gift has
been designated for use in promoting the anti-bullying mes-
sage at Annunciation School. An anti-bullying assembly
has been scheduled for ecarly November for grades 3
through 6. Stand up, Step in! uses humor and an interactive
audience experience to help students identify bullying situa-
tions and what to do about them.

Mass for Deceased Alumni to
be Held November 2

The annual Mass for deceased Annunciation School
alumni will be held on Saturday, November 2 at 5:00
p-m. The Mass includes the reading of the names of all
deceased alumni.

In conjunction with the Mass, many families of cur-
rent Annunciation School students and classes at the
school make a commitment to pray for a particular
class of deceased alumni throughout the month of No-
vember. Over 50 families and teachers are involved in
the program this year.

We invite you to join us at this wonderful Mass.
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Milestones

Births

Patrick Brown ‘93 and his wife,
Robyn, are the proud parents of
Ella Ruth Brown, born August 6.
Ella and her parents live in Carroll
Gardens, Brooklyn, NY. Ella is
also the granddaughter of Chris
Grealy Brown Daly “62.

Sandi and Gordan Duffield ‘62 an-
nounce the birth of their first grand-
child, Elois Jeanette Duffield, on July
10, 2013. She weighed in at 6 lbs and
was 19 1/2 inches long. Her proud
parents are Chris and Kelly Duffield.

Christina Pappas-Russo
‘92 gave birth to Peyton
Ella Russo on May 31,
2013. Peyton is the little
sister to  two-year-old
Zoe. Christina and her hus-
band, Chris, live in
Yonkers, NY.

Michael Delaney ‘90 and his wife, Maria, welcomed twin

boys on February 4, 2013.
James Thomas and Kevin
Kenneth are Michael and
Maria’s first children. They
are grandchildren number
eight and nine for Michael’s
parents who still live on
Westchester Avenue.

2013.
NY.

Lindsey Pinto Olbrecht ‘97 and her
husband, Alex, would like to announce
the birth of their first child, Hudson
James, who was born on August 12,
The family lives in Yonkers,
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Milestone Spotlight
Mary Eileen Kiernan & Stephen Cassels ‘02

Stephen Cassels ‘02 and Mary Eileen Kiernan met three
years ago through a mutual friend, when Stephen was be-
ginning Pace Law School. Mary Eileen, who is a nurse at
White Plains Hospital, was certainly surprised when
Stephen proposed to her one early morning at the hospital
in front of all of her co-workers!

On June 28, 2013, they were married in the chapel at
Mount St. Vincent’s College in Riverdale, NY. Stephen’s
siblings, Oliver ‘97, Marie ‘99, and Peter ‘01, were in their
wedding party.

After a trip to Jamaica for their honeymoon, the couple
settled into an apartment in the Woodlawn section of the
Bronx. Currently on the verge of buying a house in
Yonkers, expecting their first child, and awaiting the results
of the bar exam that he took in July, Stephen is a legal in-
tern in NYC during the week and a bartender on weekends.

Brian McSherry ‘84 and his wife, Jennifer Hwang, welcomed
their daughter, Kayla Eddie McSherry, on February 10, 2013.
She weighed 7 lbs, 10 oz. Kayla was baptized on August 10th
at Annunciation Church, and her godfather is her uncle Chris
McSherry 83.

Brian Mullery ‘91 and his wife, Angela,
welcomed their first child, a daughter
named Lucy, a 1:00 pm on June 28, 2013.
Lucy was born at Lawrence Hospital in
Bronxville, NY. The family also lives in
Bronxville.

Continued on page 29
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1949

Frank Doyle writes, “I now support
the University of South Caro-
linal  Why? Well I graduated from
Fordham, went into the Air Force and
retired after 25 years in the USAF in
South Carolina. I then went to work
as the director of the Shaw AFB cam-
pus of the University of South Caro-
lina, where I worked for the next 15
years.”

But there’s more.... “My oldest
daughter took USC classes before get-
ting her AA in dental assisting from
Florence Darlington College in Flor-
ence, SC. My next daughter graduated
from USC and got her commission
through the AFROTC and went on to
serve in the USAF for 20 years, retir-
ing as a Lt/Col. My third daughter
graduated from the USC College of
Education in 1985, and then went on
to get her master’s degree in education
in the 1990s from USC. She has
taught in the SC school system for the
past 28 years. My fourth child, a son,
got his degree from USC and is in the
sales market in SC. My son’s wife got

Class Notes

her undergraduate degree in biology from
the Medical University of SC and her
mastet’s in education from USC. She is
the principal at St. Anne’s Catholic gram-
mar school here in Sumter.”

And more.... “My first grandchild,
graduated from USC undergraduate and
then from the USC College of Medi-
cine. She is now in her third year of resi-
dency in SC. My second grandchild
graduated from the USC Darla Moore
School of Business and went on to get his
MBA in business from USC. My third
and fourth grandchildren just graduated
from the USC Darla Moore School of
Business. My fifth grandchild is now a
freshman at USC Sumter, and my sixth is
a freshman at St. Francis Xavier High
School here in Sumter.”

And still more. “My wife and I were
rewarded with our first great-
granddaughter last September, and she
will also be a ‘Gamecock’ at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina! Thanks to An-
nunciation for setting me all up for this!”

1952

Bob Butrlinson and his wife, Mary Anne,

Page27

have moved to San Mateo, CA, where
they are enjoying condo-living and be-
ing within twenty minutes of their five
grandchildren, ages two and fourteen
years.

1953

Ginger DeLuce Fiden and a friend
arrived in Rome on Holy Thursday
morning this past spring to begin a six-
teen-day vacation. They were visiting
friends who work for the United Na-
tions World Food Program. Ginger
says, “The world had a new pope called
Francis. Our host had gotten tickets to
Easter Sunday Mass in St. Petet’s
Square, so we knew we would be cele-
brating Mass with our new Pope.”

“On Good Friday evening, my friends
and I decided to see the Pope at the
Roman Forum saying the Stations of
the Cross. It was a beautiful evening,
and thousands of people were there.
The Forum had a huge cross made
from lighted candles near the po-
dium. There were lots of clergy and lay
people participating. The Coliseum

Continued on page 28

Keep Us in Mind!

If you have a bit of news to share—a birth, marriage, anniversary, en-
gagement, job change or other fun life event, please drop us a line

and send us a photo!

If you have a change of email or mailing address, please let us know.

We don’t want to lose touch!

All information can be emailed to MTMC525®@aol.com.

Please don’t forget to include your full name and year of graduation.
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Continued from page 27
was lit up and made a spectacular
view. It was a highlight of the trip.”
While in Rome, they took a side
trip by car to Tuscany for four days,
staying in Siena most of the time. The
beautiful cathedral is there and the
church of Saint Catherine of Siena.
“We were too early for the Paleo races
which are held in July,” Ginger says.
“Although I had been to Italy twice in
the past, the opportunity to stay and
sight see with Roman residents at this
time of year was very special for me,
and, of course, seeing Pope Francis
made it extra special.”

195

After getting kicked out of both Iona
College and Delhi Community Col-
lege, Jim Fitzgerald started a career
in the construction business in 1960.
In 1970, Jim married his wife, Helen
(Scavullo), and started James E. Fitz-
gerald, Inc., a general contracting
company specializing in commercial
interior construction, mostly in mid-
town Manhattan. Helen and Jim have
7 children and 11 grandchildren.

Jim sold his business to his oldest
son, John, in 2007, and has been doing
volunteer construction and painting
work since then. Some of his
“customers” are the Sisters of Life,
The Montfort Academy, Capuchin
Friars of the Renewal (CFR) founded
by Father Groeschel, The Legionaries
of Christ and Good Counsel Homes
(homes for pregnant homeless
women). If anyone would like to do
any volunteer work, you can contact
Jim  at jimfitzgerald7@gmail.com or
call him at 914-834-3850.

1955

Suzan Lamberson lives in Tucson,
AZ, where she raises the best blue/

Class Notes

black variety of Flemish Giant rabbits
in the world. She is also an independ-
ent distributor of Life Vantage prod-
ucts including Protandim, Tres Science
and Canine Health. She can be reached
through links on her websites
www.suzflemishrabbits.com ozt
www.mylifevantage.com/
suzanlamberson.

1956

Sharon Sweeney Trummel and her
husband, Lou, live in Brookside,
NJ. Sharon graduated from Franciscan
University in Ohio in 1965 and re-
turned to school in 1987 to study nurs-
ing. She continues to work at Morris-
town Medical Center but only part-
time now so that she and Lou can
travel. Sharon says, “We recently re-
turned from a River Cruise in
Europe. I met Nedra Headen Ewart
at a high school reunion three years
ago, and we had fun remembering
times at Annunciation and Crestwood.”

1958

Robert Funaro lives in Michigan with
his wife of thirty-three years, Christine.
They have four children and three
grandchildren. Bob has “retired” twice
and is now in private practice as a psy-
chotherapist. He and Christine present
a marriage preparation program and
have served almost 22,000 couples
throughout their careers. Bob spent
almost thirty-seven years in higher edu-
cation and has earned three master’s
degrees and a doctoral degree, all of
which he built based on the excellent
education he received at Annunciation.

1961

Bill Ludt is a 1973 graduate of Kansas
City University of Medicine, Bioscience
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College of Osteopathic Medicine. He
is board certified in internal medicine
and has a medical practice in Tucson,
AZ. Bill tells us that his sister, Peg ‘59,
is a mother and grandmother who lives
and works in New Jersey. His brother,
Rick ‘63, is a father of three and grand-
father of two. Rick is a salesman living
in Wisconsin. Bill’s sister, Rosemary
66, retired from a private contractor
for the Army and lives in Wisconsin
where she makes pottery. Bill’s sisters,
Niki and Terry, who did not graduate
from Annunciation due to the family’s
move to Princeton, NJ in 1967, are an
attorney with three children and a spe-
cial ed teacher with two children, re-
spectively. Bill’s wife of twenty-eight
years is Cyndee. His step-daughter is
completing her Ph.D. at the University
of Kansas in Paleogeobiology. Their
son, Cameron, is a neurology resident
in the Denver Health Network of hos-
pitals and their youngest, Billy, is in a
Marine Science Ph.D. program at LSU
in Baton Rouge, LA. Bill’'s mother
passed away in 2012 at the age of 94,
and his father is 95.

1965

Walter Sullivan has been married to
his wife, Patty, for 40 years. They have
two children—their son, Kevin, and
their daughter, Colleen. Kevin has two
sons—Liam is 4 years old and Declan
is 2. Walt and Patty have lived in Fair-
field, CT for 37 years. Walt is a gradu-
ate of Fairfield University. He says, “I
wish all the best for my former class-
mates in Crestwood.”

1968

Pam Wiebler Foltz is recently sepa-
rated. She has begun a new part-time
job as a financial assistant for Interna-
tional House, a 501(c) organization

Continued on page 29
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Continued from page 28
located in Chatrlotte, NC.

1972

Jim Egan’s son, Jimmy ‘00, was married in Charlottes-
ville, VA on September 14, 2013. Jimmy and his wife,
Allie Biggar, who

is from Plymouth

Meeting, PA, met

at the University

of Virginia, just

like his mother

and father did.

Jimmy’s brother,

Danny 02, was

the best
Other long-time

friends in atten-

dance included Al Kelly and Terry Tracy, both Class of
1972.

man.

1975

Laura and Tom Schultze celebrated their 25th wedding
anniversary on April 9th with a nice, romantic dinner.
Their daughter, Ellen, celebrated her Confirmation in
April as well, and the family took a week-long trip to Dis-
ney World in August to celebrate these special occasions.

1981

Walter Powers was promoted to the rank of Colonel in
the United States Marine Corps on September 20, 2013 in
Quantico, VA. Wally has been a Marine for 23 years.

1981

Ray Connolly moved to Utah two years ago, bought a
house, and has endured 15-below-zero winter weather.
He is looking at several homes that need to be rehabili-
tated in order to buy, fix and resell them.

1982

Phil Corbett moved his family from New Jersey to
Greenville, SC to escape the oppressive taxes and traffic.

1991

Kerri Kneip Austin became a realtor with Keller Williams
in May. She is licensed in CT and NY and specializes in
Fairfield County and Ridgefield, CT and Northern West-
chester. Kerrti can be contacted at Kerri@KerriAustin.com.

2004

Ryan Meara was named to the Irish Echo’s “Top 40 Under
40” for 2013. Ryan noted that his first job was working at
the snack bar at Leewood Golf Club. Ryan is now a goalie
for the New York Red Bull’s soccer team.

M i ' es ton es (Continued from page 26)

Marriages

Craig Youngren

‘90 and Adrianna

Gardini were mar-

ried on July 20,

2013 in the Preston

High  School

Chapel in  the

Bronx where Craig

teaches philosophy

and video produc-

tion (and his mom,

Linda Oppermann Youngren, ‘61, is Dean of Studies).
The reception was held on the Preston Porch and rear lawn
overlooking the East River in Throggs Neck. The grooms-
men included Craig’s Boston College roommates and Drew
Youngtren ‘92.

Craig is also a free-lance film editor and screenwriter, and
Adrianna designs and constructs showroom window installa-
tions in New York City. The couple resides in the East Vil-
lage with Adrianna’s 4-year old daughter, Miranda.
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8th Grade Baseball Team Ends Season Undefeated

The  Annunciation
8th Grade Boys put a
bow on a perfect, unde-
feated season by finish-
ing off Iona Grammar
School for the CYO
Varsity Championship in
a thrilling 2-0 victory.
Led by Casey O’Don-
nell’s pitching and Vin-
cent Cavallo and Jason
Apostle’s key RBIs, An-
nunciation wrapped up a
magical season by going
13 and 0!

The final win was a bittersweet moment for the coaching
staff as head coach, Chris White ‘74, and assistant coaches
Mike Cavallo ‘80 and Nick Apostle, stepped down as their
sons move on to high school. All the coaches, who have
coached this team for four years and had previously coached

The 2013 CYO Varsity Baseball champs and their coaches

them to be JV Champions
two years ago, agree that it
has been a privilege to be
part of the Annunciation
CYO program over the
last few years and give spe-
cial thanks to the Annun-
ciation CYO board of Billy
McLoughlin, Brendan
Moyna, Patricia Tobin and
Brendan McGrath.
Members of the 2013
Championship team in-
cluded Liam Tobin, Jack
Ryan, Casey O’Donnell,

Freddy Reichelt, Ryan Flynn, Charlie White, Jason Apostle,
Vincent Cavallo, Robert Rota, Patrick Dolgos, Joseph Mas-
cia and Brendan Ryan.

(See “Around the School and Parish” page 9 for more
baseball news.)

Declan Kennon Breaks County Swimming Record

Declan Kennon 10 broke the record
for fastest 200 Individual Medley at the
Westchester County Swimming and Div-
ing Championships on July 29, 2013.
Declan, who is currently a senior at Ford-
ham Prep, set the record with a finish of
1:59.02, which was just half a second
faster than the previous record holder,
Charles Barry.

Declan has said that breaking the re-
cord was a personal goal of his. He be-
gan swimming at the age of three and
currently swims for both Fordham Prep
and the Badger Swim Club. In addition
to the 200 IM, Declan swims the 100-
and 200-yard backstroke, the 200 free,
and the 400 IM. At Fordham Prep,
Declan holds the school record for the
200 IM. He was also part of the school’s
record-holding team in the 200 IM relay

Declan holds the Al & Dot
Buncher Award for the 17 &
Under Individual Boy High
Point Winner

and a member of the team that holds the
New York State record for the 400-free
relay. The 400 IM relay team of Declan,
Joe Eiden, Patrick Conaton and Richard
Mannix was also named All-Americans.
The talented swimmer is also an excel-
lent student and was named a Scholastic
All-Ametican in the backstroke and the
200 IM.

Declan says he enjoys swimming be-
cause he, “loves the competition, the joy
of working hard and having it pay off,
but first and foremost the camaraderie
you can build with your teammates.”

In addition to loving swimming,
Declan is an avid fantasy football fan.
He is in the process of looking at col-
leges and hopes to be able to swim in
college as well.




